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‘FISHING BOATS FOR ‘57 


‘CRUISE THE TENNESSEE VALLEY 


‘BROOKS STEVENS - DESIGNER FOR THE FUTURE 
‘DANGER - 50 FEET FROM SHORE 





See the All-Family Boat Show, March 8-17, at your Johnson dealer’s 


GO SEE FOR YOURSELF AT THE SEA-HORSE SIGN... 


“Sweetest-running Johnsons ever!” 


Whether you’re a seasoned salt or just getting your feet 
wet, if you have two drops of boating blood you must 
see your Johnson dealer’s All-Family Boat Show. 
You'll see the latest boats and boat-trailers. Plus the 
newest water sports gear. And, of course, the nine finest 
outboard motors Johnson’s ever built—the °57 Sea- 
Horses. From 3 to 35 hp, from $155 to $625*, they’re 
all sleek, quick, heavenly quiet and as dependable as 
the family car. There’s easier than ever hand starting 


on all models and 12-volt electric starting on three. As 
an accessory for the top two Johnsons, there’s even a 
new quick-charging generator for all electrical needs. 

If your family is sold but your budget’s aground, 
financing can be arranged. Your nearest Johnson dealer’s 
listed under ‘“‘Outboard Motors’’ in the Yellow Pages. 
FREE! Sea-Horse catalog. Write: Johnson Motors, 177 
Pershing Rd., Waukegan, III. (Div. of Outboard Marine Corp. 
In Canada: manufactured by Johnson Motors, Peterborough, Ont. 


Prices f.0.b. factory, subject to change. OBC certified brake hpat 4000 rpm(18s and 35s at 4500). 


A million Sea-Horse owners will tell you JOHNSON KNOWS BEST 
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ONLY ARISTO-CRAFT HAS GEAR-STEER 


Aristo-Craft, the pioneer, gives outboard 
fans a steering system once available only 
on expensive inboards at no extra cost. 
GEAR-STEER utilizes all-bronze gears and 


one steel rod encased in lubricant to elim- 

inate hazardous, cumbersome rigging. Ri 0-CRAFT 
There’s no jerks or backlash. Steer relaxed at ; 

any speed with fingertip control. 


You Get HYDRA-FLIGHT ENGINEERING and 
the DYNAMIC GLAMOUR and GO of NEW 


STYLING 





Action personified . .. modern design at its sharpest and best. Aristo-Craft 
is in a class by itself with unequaled appeal for the young in heart who 
want the ultimate in vivid performance and head-turning eye appeal. 
No boats have ever earned so many headlines! You get dazzling beauty 
that causes boat-side clusters wherever they’re docked. Hydra-flight en- 
gineering masters buoyancy, friction and gravity to give the LIFT of a 
lifetime to all who take the wheel. You get a long list of features that 
make Aristo-Craft the unquestioned leader. See it and no other boat 
EVERY PART AND ACCESSORY CUSTOM CRAFTED will do for you. Aristo-Craft...the most spirit-lifting outboard of all 


time. But efficient mass production means you can own it for less than 
Aristo-Craft presents a new kind of newness, possible only 


because Aristo-Craft designers fashion every part and 
accessory. There’s not one “added on” ornamentation to SEAFLASH “13”........ 
mar the vibrantly alive silhouette. You get sculptured 
harmony with beauty integral with every line. 


you'd pay for ordinary boats. 


TORPEDO “14” 
AVALON “15” 


— SELL Prices above are for fully 


equipped boats, f.o.b., Atlanta 


DEALERS 


THE LEADER? tr demons 
talked about outboo d Mammoth expe f SEE YOUR DEALER 


. st 
BD america’s ™° 


pm in the jane. i 
every city , : 
ner ee” ri : OR WRITE 


now. 
dealers will be chosen 


if you con quality! THE FACTORY 
now to see! 


ATLANTA BOAT WORKS 


665 Pylant St.,N. E., Atlanta 6, Georgia 
Phone TRinity 6-4710 


MARCH, 1957 





) 0} A OS FN 


SOUL VMAE one 


THE MAGAZINE FOR ALL BOATMEN—POWER AND SAIL 










SPECIAL FEATURES 









Maine Man Wins London by Dick Doyle................ an ae 
Fishing Boats for °57 by Ellison Michel................ ‘on ae 
Cruise the Tennessee Valley by Bill Pearsall.............. 28 
Reelfoot Runabouts by Charles K. Rawls, Jr............... 34 ee 
bes 
Danger—50 Feet from Shore by Bob Whittier............. 36 Shooting from the runabout's front 
seat, Ardean Miller photographed 
We Conquered the Sea of Cortez by Bob Francis........... 38 these outboarders on Biscayne Bay. 
: ; : B. G. DAVIS 
Breer Raed Ter Dee SRG... oso icc nsnnsieeseteshnvesdecee Publisher 
WM. TAYLOR McKEOWN 
Editor 






VIRGINIA HEWEL 


BOAT OF THE MONTH Associate Editor 
FRANCIS DUX 

i ° . re = Assistant Editor 

Build a Frame-Kit Runabout by Hank W. Bowman........ 44 GRACE MecNAUGHTON 

Editorial Assistant 

SID GREIFF 

Art Editor 


BOATMAN OF THE MONTH JOEL PETROWER 


































Art Associate fee 
- * : roupe 9 Contributing Editors 
Designer for the Future by William Henderson............ 24 HANK WIEAND BOWMAN 


BLAKE GILPIN 
| BILL WALLACE 
JOHN KINGDON 


LAWTON CARVER 
nt HOW TO DO IT OLIVER READ 


Contributing Photographer 








Here’s How by John Kingdon..... CTT TTT: Se STANLEY ROSENFELD 

| RICHARD MANNING 

| Learn First Aid First by Lawton Carver.......... cow bd 42 Advertising Manager 

= . . ZIFF-DAVIS PUBLISHING CO. 
Kits Can Save Money by Ben Olds...........cesseeeeeeees D2 WILLIAM B. ZIFF (1898-1953) Founder 





EDITORIAL AND EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
366 Madison Ave. 
New York 17, N. Y. 


DEPARTMENTS ” president 


Vice President: 











° ap: H. J. Morganroth 
Junior Skippers ...... pebbbeecene es anders sy ede a 
Vice President: to th 
‘ Michael H. Froelich 
of ee eee ke Wika ae cebbins «> 62> dee 58 Vice President more 
and Circulation Director: retar 
Michael Michaels 
ean Gee Ek ns wb 6 c's che Oa ba See eee ee tein 60 edhe eal : 
Secretary-Treasurer : N 
: George Carney , 
. ° 7 ; fuel - 
DOGS OD: « ERNE RKa vec bidtcocde bcc be Utide + ends dat 62 pe ee el 
Al Gruen AR] 
Ee.  ..... . vs vee eh cbeawas Ee Se Ee Pe Ae Pe ae 64 BRANCH OFFICES: Chicago Office, 64 E. Sk 
Lake St., Chicago 1, Ili.; Los Angeles Pon 
lew & J. oars Office, Room 412, 215 W. 7th St., Los | 
Foe @ Fe Saivewe io keesis se 0b as bikie » vanaeek aed. 80 Angeles 17, Colitemia. ith 
Cp: 
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE: Aii correspondence concerning subscriptions should be addressed to Circulation Dept., 64 E. Lake St., Chicago 1, Ill. Please allow at least four weeks St: 
for change of address. include your old address as well as new—enclosing if possible an address label from a recent issue of this magazine. ' 
CONTRIBUTIONS: Contributors are advised to retain a copy of their manuscripts and illustrations. Contributions should be mailed to the New York Editorial Office and must be bky ( 
accompanied by return postage. Contributions will be handled with reasonable care, but this magazine assumes no responsibility for their safety. Any copy accepted is subject to 
whatever adaptations and revisions are necessary to meet the requirements of this publication. Payment covers all author’s, contributor’s and contestant’s rights, in and to the 
material accepted and will be made at our current rates upon acceptance. All photos and drawings will be considered as part of the material purchased. 
POPULAR BOATING is published monthly by the Ziff-Davis Publishing Comoany, William B. Ziff, Chairman of the Board (1946-1953), at 64 E. Lake St., Chicago 1, Illinois. he Te 
Entered as second class matter at the Post Office, Chicago, Ill. POPULAR BOATING subscription rates: U. S$. and Canado—] year $4; 2 years $7; 3 years $10. Pan exacc 






American countries add 50¢ per year. All other foreign subscriptions add $1 per year. Single copy 35¢. 
Copyright 1957 by Ziff-Davis Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 






TUNE 






POPULAR BOATING 








..and when you go overboard 


jet far more horsepower 
rom your engine... 


ith TEXACO SKY CHIEF MARINE...the modern high- 
ctane gasoline...with full anti-gum protection! 





here’s been a revolution in marine gasolines. Now you don’t have 
0 throw away a large percentage of your rated horsepower any 
more with an old-fashioned, low-octane “white” gasoline and 
retarded spark. 

Now you can get the FULL POWER of a modern, top-octane motor 
fuel— pLUs even better anti-gum protection with TEXACO SKY CHIEF 
IARINE gasoline. 

Sky Chief Marine gives you smoother, more powerful, more 
conomical performance. Furthermore, because it’s supercharged 
vith Petrox, it cuts down carbon deposits, increases spark plug life, 
eps your engine young longer. 

Start the season right by filling your tank and keeping it full with 
| . - . ~ . 7 - 

; pky Chief Marine. Get it from your Texaco Waterfront Dealer. 


he Texas Company, Marine Sales Division, 135 East 42nd St., New York 17, N. Y. 
*xaco products distributed in Canada by McColl-Frontenac Oil Company, Limited. 


TUNE IN ... METROPOLITAN OPERA radio broadcasts every Saturday afternoon, 
ABC Network. See newspaper for time and station. 


INTERCEPTOR ENGINE. The new higher-compression Interceptor 
forecasts a trend predicted for most boat engines of the future. These 
engines will require a higher-octane gasoline such as Texaco Sky Chief 
Marine. For lubrication, Interceptor’s manufacturer uses and recom- 
mends Havoline, the superior oil that exceeds all marine motor oil 
requirements. 


WATCH FOR THIS SIGN. You'll get a friendly welcome —and a helping 
hand with the lines—from your Texaco Waterfront Dealer. Here’s 
where you'll find modern Texaco Sky Chief Marine gasoline and also 
Advanced, Custom-Made Havoline Motor Oil, used and recommended 
by America’s leading boat and engine builders. 


TEXACO 


MARINE 
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MAINE SAILOR WINS 
LONDON MODEL 


POPULAR BOATING’S boat show prize is awarded in final drawing 


By DICK DOYLE 


“According to Doyle” sports columnist of the Portland Press Herald 


oe that design amphibious air- 
craft and sail a Thistle Class sloop 
now hold a ship model worth $4,000. 
Ronald J. Small, 39, past president and 
director of the Thistle Class Associa- 
tion, was the lucky one among 90,000 
attendees at the National Motor Boat 
Show who signed up for a chance on 
the antique model of the HMS London 
given away by POPULAR BOATING. 
While hundreds of would-be winners 
watched critically during the final min- 
utes of the show, the signatures were 
mixed in a transparent plastic pram 
and the winning name drawn. 

Assigned to contact and interview the 
Alfred, Maine, winner, this reporter 
can state the 147-year-old miniature of 
the famed British man o’ war is now 
owned by a real boating enthusiast. 

A sailor for 25 years, affable Ron 
traveled down from Sanford, Maine, 
to his native New York for the annual 
Thistle Class meeting. As usual, he 
tied in a visit to the boat show. He 


could have been knocked over with 
the ribbon tell-tale on a mast stay 
when, on returning to his job with 
Colonial Aircraft Corporation, he 
learned he had won the London. 





Editor McKeown presents H.M.S. Lon- 
don model to winner R. J. Small at right. 


Since then the aeronautical engineer 
has recovered sufficiently to indicate 
he’ll share his treasure with the public, 
temporarily. He intends to put it on 
display in the Sanford Institution For 
Savings building. 

Receiving it from POPULAR BOAT- 
ING editor-in-chief Wm. Taylor Mc- 
Keown in a special ceremony in Port- 
land, Ron’s practiced eye was imme- 
diately caught by the model’s exquisite 
detail and realism. Cognizant of the 
years it took French prisoners at Dart- 
moor to work with ivory and bone, he 
observed: “This is no item for an as- 
sembly line!” 

“Wait till the kids see this. Guess I'll 
have to brush up on my history. They'll 
want to know all about it,” added the 
father of three youngsters already bap- 
tized in sea-water. 

But for some crossed signals in the 
1781 Battle of Chesapeake Bay, the kids 
might be pledging allegiance to the 
Union Jack. (Continued on page 8) 
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BOAT KITS 


COMPLETE KITS AS LOW AS $49.95 


AWARDED GOLD MEDAL FOR “BEST KITS” by Sportman’s Club of America! 


Custom-Craft features the World’s largest and most complete 


Shown above is the 19 ft. Twin-Trunk Victory Cruiser. [Kit price, $895.00 f.0.b. Buffalo] 





line of 


DEALER & AGENT INQUIRIES INVITED! 


DEALERS: Add Custom-Craft to your other lines of quality marine 


products! Kit sales lead to EXTRA profit SALES on many associ- 
ated marine items like hardware, accessories, paints, motors, 
Many choice dealerships are still open . se hurry establish 
yourself as the Custom-Craft Dealer in your area by sending for 
our complete DEALER PORTFOLIO! 


~——e 


real performance boats and boat kits in the entire industry! 
Boats, Kits, Formed-hulls, Semi and Custom-finished models 
from! Every type is included from prams to cruisers, inboard and 
Many exclusive models like the new Thunderbolt Series with 
revolutionary Flying Stern plus the sensational new Victory Series with 
new Bulkhead construction and Flying Transoms! They’re easier to 
build, too! SEND 35¢ FOR 1957 CATALOG. SPECIAL OFFER: 
Send $1.00 for big 52 gage catalog PLUS valuable booklet “Boat 


ARMOR 
GLASS 


yn 200 
Over 2 ete. 
to choose 


outboard 


AGENTS: Sell Custom-Craft products from our Agents Portfolio! 
No stocking of merchandise! Sell to friends, fellow club members, 
ete. and make extra money! Get complete details on a profitable 
part-time business send for AGENTS PORTFOLIO! 


AMERICA 


*% 











ror 


Best process for recovering 
wood or metal hulls, car body 
restyling, ete.! Lasts a life- 
time, no painting needed! 
Four Resin Types: Polyester, 
Apoxy, Phenolic and Vinyl 
- . » each one formulated 
scientifically to give the very 
best results! SEND 10¢ FOR 
FOLDER or send $1.00 for 
folder PLUS valuable booklet 
“‘Fiberglassing your Boat or 
Auto Body.” 


Over 200 new plans, 
patterns and new 
Pac Kits! World’s 
selection! Designed 
amateur! All types: 
kayaks, racers, 
catamarans, houseboats, 
cruisers, inboards and out- 
boards! 6-40 ft. in wood-ply- 
wood and steel! SEND 35¢ 
FOR PLAN CATALOG or 
send $1.00 for catalog PLUS 
Amateur Boatbuilding Hand- 
book. 


full size 
Frame- 

largest 
the 
prams, 
runabouts, 


Over 2,000 items from the 
nation’s leading makers of 
special racing fittings, acces- 
sories, trailers, marine en- 
gines, conversions, paints, etc, 
Most complete catalog avail- 
able! Special savings to mail 
buyers! Prompt shipment. 
SEND 25¢ FOR HARDWARE 
CATALOG or send $1.00 for 
catalog PLUS booklet “Out 
fitting and Handling.”’ Tells 
how to care for your boat. 


! BOAT 
HARDWARE 
FITTINGS 
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without 
tools or 
drilling! 





Fits on any kind of-windshield, curved 
or straight, by means of’a new vacuum principle 
device—rust-proof, shock-proof— 
and it can’t slip off! 


DN ee ee 


Remove 
from 
Windshield 


in LESS than \ Kh &y i a my ...or IN YOUR 


1 second! 


ST 


WORLD’S ONLY DETACHABLE and 
ADJUSTABLE 3-IN-1 SEARCHLIGHT! 











14 mile multi-directional fog-penetrating beam 


(specially designed bulb and reflector prevent light glare 






splash-back—all the light goes through your windshield!) 


Can be removed from windshield in less. than a second 
| 











to become a powerful hand lamp! 


When the sun 
Perfect for Morse Code signalling! $ goes down, LOOK 
. .. and it can be easily removed for 95 TO 1ST MATE 


safe storage! 


1s a ON 
o9r 24 VOLTS 


r or writé exclusive North America Importer: TIFFEN MARKETING COMPANY, 71 Jane St., Roslyn Heights, L. I., N. Y. 











EVERYTHING 


for Outboards, 
Motorboats 
and Kit Boats 


25c¢ 


If you plan to build, outfit or 
dress up an outboard, motor- 
boat or kit boat you will find 
this 1957 Wilcox-Crittenden 
Catalog full of equipment you 
will want . . . steerers, speed- 
ometers, controls, battery 
cases, spray hood brackets, 
transom plates and hundreds 
of others. 


EVERYTHING 


for Sailboats 


25¢ 


If you plan to build or rig a 
sailboat send for the 1957 
Wilcox-Crittenden Catalog of 
Sailboat equipment and fit- 
tings. Includes rigging lists and 
details for many popular boats. 


EVERYTHING 
EVERYTHING 


$1.00 


160 pages of equipment and 
fittings for any boat. The 1957 
Wilcox-Crittenden General 
Catalog has everything to 
make your boat look better, 
handle better, run better. 


Send coupon below indicating your choice 
ee 9 = a a ee ee oe 
WILCOX-CRITTENDEN 


Division, North & Judd Manufacturing Co. 
15 South Main St., Middletown, Conn. 


1957 Outboard, Motorboat, Kit boat equipment 
I enclose 25¢ 


1957 Sailboat fittings catalog 


1957 General Catalog 

















Ron can also tell them—Stephen, 5-going-on-6, Cindy 4, and 
eventually Tommy, 10 months—how the London used har- 
bors near Dad’s Long Island home as bases from which they 
bottled up American Revolution privateers in Newport 
Harbor. 

Small turned out to be an engineering graduate of New 
York University with nearly 20 years in the aircraft industry. 
His value to Chance-Vought killed his efforts to gain a Navy 
commission in World War II. 

“I was all set to go with the class that had Bill Dickey, my 
baseball hero, when Chance-Vought said I was too valuable 
> them. What a disappointment!” recalled the old Yankee 
an. 

One of his reasons for joining Colonial, a small concern, 
was its move to Maine. “Healthy, low-pressure and good 
for sailing,” is his nutshell of the state. 

Colonial makes a light amphibian for executives and sports- 
men. Small’s knowledge of boats serves him well in design- 
ing the water phase of the plane. 

Sailing on Square Lake in Acton, Maine, is very much a 
family affair with the Smalls. Wife and mother Nancy, 
whom Ron met through sailing, is equally at home in the 
Thistle Finesse—‘keeps me on my toes and makes a fine 
crew.” 

The kids have been aboard since infancy, including Tom- 
my who is in that class right now. 

His brown hair tousled from many a tour on salt and 
fresh water, Ron’s a royal rooter for the Thistle. 

“We have about 1,000 boats in the association, which is 
one of the largest. It’s one of the most under-rated boats,” 
says the secretary of the New England Thistle district. “It 
should continue to grow as the public becomes better ac- 
quainted with it.” 

Small likes the Thistle’s lightness, maneuverability, port- 
ability and unsinkability. He’s carried the 17-foot Finesse 
on his car roof some 700 miles. 

The boat fits in a garage. Flotation tanks in the molded 
plywood craft prevent sinking, and maintenance has proved 
no problem with this centerboarder. The Finesse is the 
second of two Thistles he’s built from kits. He’s been sailing 
in that class since 1948. 

Ron finds fellow engineers, doctors and other professional 
people in boating. Unlike many crusty old ‘salts, he believes 
sail and motor zealots can co-exist peacefully: “After all, the 
motor is in the big majority. My only beef is at hot-rodders 
with no sense of rules or courtesy, and pilots of waterskiers 
who spend more time looking around at their tow than 
watching where they’re going.” 

Ron does feel “you get more out of sailing” but he’s 
pleased at the boom in all phases of boating. 

And speaking of POPULAR BOATING, his unsolicited 
comment calls it “enjoyable, fresher than the older boating 
magazines, gets some of the best writers and is here to stay.” 

Looks like good sailing ahead for the Smalls, the Thistles, 
the London and PB.—Dick DoyLe 
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“Anything to break over a small cabin cruiser?” 
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Thousands of American “boating” families 
enjoy cruising the waterways safely — 
guarded against fire by Pyrene-C-O-Two 
safety-engineered extinguishers! 

Marine activities sometimes present hazards 
from all three classes of fire: (A) combus- 
tible solids, (B) flammable liquids, and (C) 


THE 


BRANCHES 


PVR 


IN ATLANTA 


Boating fires can be eliminated! 


ALLL ISS 


electrical. These hazards can be controlled, 
if your craft is protected by Pyrene-C-O-Two 
fire extinguishers or systems. 

Call your local Pyrene-C-O-Two distributor 
today. He carries a complete line of quality 
extinguishers, systems, brass goods, hose and 
accessories. Or write to: 


-FYTER COMPANY 
Dept. PB, Newark 1, New Jersey 


CHICAGO + DALLAS +« DETROIT «+ SAN FRANCISCO 
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EXCLUSIVE * 
FEATURES 


* 100% transparent—no other ” 
boat like it. 





Ideal for car-top or portage. * 
* Rugged one-piece hull. * 
Featherlight, only 44 Ibs. 
* eee ° 
No painting, no caulking, 
K no maintenance. + 


a Takes up to 3 h. p. * 
* outboard. x 


* * 


Ventilation 
is vital... 


A NECESSITY ON 
MODERN YACHTS 
AND CRUISERS! 

















SUDBURY LABORATORY, 


_New Amazing Featherlight (44 Ibs.) 
TRANSPARENT BOAT 


ONE PIECE MOLDED HULL...NO SCRAPING... 
NO PAINTING...SMOOTH AS GLASS 


Handsomely designed, expertly finished—the most excitingly 
different boat of the Century! Molded from one massive sheet of 
clear, 100% transparent plastic. Can’t leak, never needs caulking, 
painting, scraping, or other care. Immune to saltwater and sun- 
light—tough as the “‘blister’’ on a B-36. Sturdy, strong and prac- 
tical—yet the most unusual, the most completely ‘“‘different’’ 
boat in 50 years. You can watch marine life, shoals, reefs right 
through the transparent hull. A thing of beauty on your boat. 
Easily lifted aboard—stow it over hatch without obstructing light. 


Will Last A Lifetime 


One-piece hull gives care-free per- 
formance. Plenty of room for3 passen- 
gers—carries 600 Ibs. —still with plenty 
of free-board. 8 ft. overall, 45 in. 


Ideal Boat for Sportsmen 


Rows easily, or use it with an out- 
board. Unrivaled for car-top or port- 
age. Perfect for skin diving, fishing, 
hunting, camping. Easier to carry 
than a canoe, weighs only 44 lbs., beam, 19in. deep, mahogany gunwales 
lift with one hand. and seats. Very sturdy and stable. 


Only $199.95 (plus crating and shipping f.o.b. Sudbury, Mass.) 


“guosuey SKY-VENT 


CIRCULATES FRESH AIR AT ALL 
TIMES...KEEPS OUT RAIN AND SPRAY 


No other ventilator like it! Even with hatches closed, your 
boat is still well ventilated. Clear, lifetime plastic. Whether 
your boat is moored, at anchor, or driving into a head sea—Sky- 
Vent is on the job 24 hours a day to keep the cabin fresh and 
dry. Eliminates sweating, condensation, dry rot, and mildew. 
Smooth, streamlined dome top can’t foul lines or trip guests. 
No metal—no maintenance—nothing to polish. 


Mildew and rot can do serious damage below decks. With Sky- 
Vent, condensation is eliminated—hot, moist air replaced by cir- 
culation of fresh air. Ingenious design (illus. left) permits free 
air circulation, diverts water. No metal, no maintenance, non- 
magnetic. 9” diameter $34.95; 12” $59.95; 18’ $89.95. 

Sudbury Quality Marine Products Sold and Installed 
by Leading Boatyards, Marinas, Supply Stores 
John Bergh, 221 Pomona Ave., Long Beach, Co if, 


Donald H. McChesney, Winslow, Washington 


Burton Marine Sales, Bldg. 8, Pier 1, , 
City Dock, Miami, Fla. 


Regional 
Representatives: 


Box 33F, South Sudbury, Mass. 
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Protects Tank for less than 


Your fuel tank may develop a 
dangerous leak without youreven 
knowing it! Water from conden- 
sation goes to bottom, where it 


forms rust, and may cause 
leak in tank. Rust particles 
get into strainers, jets, noz- 
zles, valves, causing expen- 
sive motor trouble. 
Banishes fuel tank 


corrosion — Normal con- 
densation becomes harmless 


SAV-A-TANK 
CARTRIDGES 











Always rides 
high enough to pro- 


OVER tect rail; hangs low 
50.000 enough to protect 
HAVE HAD topsides. Sudbury’s 

exclusive PliaFirm 
SAV-A-TANK has slip-easy finish, 
PROTECTION allowing boat to ride 


when you use Sav-A-Tank. Its neutralizing action 
stops acid reaction that occurs when condensation 
water mixes with fuel. Don’t risk going another 
month without Sav-A-Tank. One cartridge in fuel 


tank protects for a full year. 





' o 
ron, (am Le BM shamny NO-LINT ) TRIPLE DUTY FENDER-BOARD | 
. WIPER 
FOR : Absorbs Moisture Like a Chamois ett 
GLASS Ideal for wiping windshield, varnish, glass, @ = 
a ag chrome. Quick, easy aid to keep your boat Replaces 2 fenders and board. 42-in 
~Awv| bright and gleaming. Soak overnight incold @ Pili 1 Rcciiae adits seateamneny tmnt 
FEE ONS . “| water—it becomes soft, pliable. Re- a ae woe ey OOD 
cunome: | .| placesexpensive chamois. Keepsev- y s projecting at ends. Easy to use. .. only 
\ eral aboard. Large, 19x22 in. Only e 2 lines. Full protection at dock...in slips 


Only $3.00 


without damaging it- 
self or its neighbors. 














Never wears out, mildews or scratches. 
it always comes back to shape. Not affected by sun 
or salt. It floats too! Permanently finished frosty 
white, red trim. Model A, 15 in. long, 2 in. dia., 






























Waterprools 
Everything 


@ Makes foul weather gear of ordi- 
nary clothing without stiffening fab- 
ric. Ideal on sail covers, cockpit, 
awnings, cushions, etc. Protects any- 
thing aboard. Invisible, permanent; 
brush, dip or spray on. Qt. $1.98 


Sudbury’s New 


BoTTOM PAINT 


Stops All Marine 
Growth for 365 Days 


The Only Bottom Paint with a 


WRITTEN GUARANTEE 
for a Full Year’s Protection 
* (See Your Dealer or Write for Details) 


we 
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@ Used for years to completely protect 
fine sails from the ravages of rot and 
i 7. Does not affect feel, texture or 
il. Will not stain or discolor. 
Qt. $1.49; Gal. $4.95 






or locks. 





If your dealer does not now display these items, 
you may order direct from Sudbury Laboratory. 


SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 33F, South Sudbury, Mass. 


Send me the Sudbury Quality Marine Products ordered below: 


CJ TRANSPARENT BOAT... $199.95 
SKY-VENT 

C0 9 in:$34.95 [) 12 in.$59.95 1 

BOAT FENDER 
J15in....$1.98 () 17-1/2in.... $4.95 
CL] FENDER & FENDER BOARD $19.95 
-] SAV-A-TANK CARTRIDGE... $3.00 
CL) Sudbury SHAMMY WIPER .. 49c 
AQUA SHED, () Qt. $1.98 [) Gal. $4.95 


18 in.$89.95 


CJ BARFAIR 77, Quart Can..... $1.49 
C0 FREE-IT, Aerosol Can......... 98c 
365 BOTTOM PAINT 
Ci} Quast cc. 8eee. LIGel.... $35.90 


O SUBMERSIBLE BILGE 
TYPHOON BILGE PUMP, V “ 





Di4in...... $39.95 [16in...... $49.95 
Lj GUSHER PUMP .......... $8.95 
Send 1957 Sudbury Te 
LJ Marine Catalog Name.......--++. 
FREE, including pic- Address 


tures of the phenomenal 
TRANSPARENT BOAT 











DC SAF-T-SWITCH ...,....... $9.95 
VAPOR- PROOF SWITCH 

O Multiple o.«.< ate Lj Single.. $7.95 
Automatic ENGINE ALARM 

LF 6v..$19.95 [) 12v..$22.95 -$24.95 

AQUA- CLEAR FEEDER 

[J Medel A— 20 to 74 hp. ....,.. $36.50 

|] Model B—75 to 145 hp........ $49.95 

{| ] Model C — 150 to 25 UR ssc008 $89.95 

{_}] Model D—Over 250 hp... ... . . $180.00 


DUPLEX STRAINER, write for prices 
Automatic BILGE CLEANER 

0 Pint..... $1.29 () Quart. . $1.98 

[]GUN’L-GARD............ 59% ft. 
Use space below to order other 

Sudbury items not listed in this coupon: 


wdececoeseceessesececes Enclosed is $......e« 


Resilient, 


wt. 
6 0Z. $1.98; Model B, 172 x 3%", wt. 17 oz. $4.95. 





Use in horizontal or vertical 
position. Only $19.95 


@ Dissolves rust on nuts, bolts, fittings, ete. 
Handy 2-way spray gives pinpoint stream 
or cloud-like mist. Sprays hard-to-reach 
spots inaccessible to oil can. 


Use mist spray 
when laying up tools, parts. Only 98c 
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HYDROFLITE® PROPELLERS 


carry the smooth durability of flawless Electralloy,* 
crafted into large, keenly streamlined blade areas. 


COLUMBIAN HYDROFLITES are designed for es- 
pecially fine performance where boat and shaft speeds 
are high. Diameters 10” thru 20”, all normal pitches. 
Ask your dealer, or write for catalog — COLUMBIAN 
BRONZE CORPORATION e FREEPORT @ NEW YORK 


Columbian ... the BIG WHEEL in Propellers 


*highest quality Manganese Bronze, electrically melted — the 
modern way — unequalled for salt water service. 











NOW a modern trailer 





High, adjustable winch 
stand lifts as it pulls. 
Winch is mounted low 
for easy cranking. 


® “Neidhart” Patented 
Axle Suspension 

® Self Aligning Transom 
Bunks with retract- 
able rollers 


oo 


Here’s new loading 
convenience! Just step 
down the catwalk to 
cable up your boat. 


Write for 
brochure 
and prices 


@ 12” Wheels 
@ “\)".Beam Frame 
® 6 Adjustable Rollers for 
easy loading 
® Wide, Modern Mud 
Guards 


SPEEDWAY TRAILERS Division of Dunphy Boat Corp. 
738 Broad Street, Oshkosh, Wisconsin 





























Answers to boating queries 


By JOHN KINGDON 
QUESTION AND ANSWER EDITOR 


66 4°AN you please tell me where | can obtain charts and 
other piloting aids? | had a map from one of the oil 


companies but it got lost.” 


D. J. A., Fort Myers, Fla. 


First of all, let’s get one thing straight: The oil companies 
that issue so-called “cruising charts” neither want nor ex- 
pect you to use them for accurate piloting. The Texas Co., 
for instance, distributes a series of attractive and valuable 
“Texaco Cruising Charts.” Each is plainly marked, “Tex- 
aco Cruising Charts are issued solely as guides to yachts- 
men and are not intended for navigation purposes.” 

Amazingly detailed charts of the entire world can .be 


obtained from the Government for but a few cents each. 


Since they show everything that is of interest to the pilot 
—depths of water, current characteristics, tidal ranges, 
compass variations, landmarks on shore, wrecks and other 
hazards—these, and only these, should be used for coast- 


wise navigation. 


Charts covering U. S. coastal waters are published by the 
U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, Washington, D. C. 
Charts of the Great Lakes and New York canals are pub- 
lished by the U. S. Lake Survey Office, Federal Bldg., De- 
troit, Mich. Charts of the Mississippi River and its tribu- 
taries are published by the Mississippi River Commission, 
Vicksburg, Miss. Charts of other inland rivers are pub- 
lished by the U. S. Army Engineers, Washington, D. C. 
All foreign waters are charted by the U. S. Hydrographic 
Office, Washington, D. C. You can obtain catalogs of these 
charts by writing to the departments listed. 

In addition to the proper charts, you will find the follow- 


ing publications invaluable: 


Current Tables (U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey) and 
Tide Tables (U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey). These 
give all information on coastal currents and tides, exactly 
stating their characteristics, time schedules, directions and 


speeds. 


United States Coast Pilot (U. S. Coast and Geodetic 


Survey). 


This supplements the charts by listing and 


describing in detail every harbor, shoal, rock, reef and 
eddy along every inch of the U. S. coast. 


Notice to Mariners (U. S. Coast Guard). This is a 


weekly bulletin that lists temporary and permanent changes 
in the data given on charts and in the United States Coast 


Pilot. 


Light Lists (Supt. of Documents, Washington, D. C.). 
This is a schedule of every light on coastal waters. Ar- 
ranged in geographical order, it chronicles each light’s po- 
sition, physical description, color and flashing characteris- 
tics. It also contains information on buoys and radio 


navigational aids. 


“The manufacturer of my outboard motor specifies in 
the owner’s manual that his own private brand of lower- 
unit lubricant should be used exclusively. Must | do this 
or can | use another well-known brand without trouble?” 


J. G., Webster, Pa. 





Who can blame the manufacturer for trying to sell all 
of his products, including his lower-unit lubricants? Seri- 


(continued on page 83) 
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GLOPOLE 


ATTWOOD’S NEW 


Here’s big, bright boating news — 
Attwood’s new Glopole . . . the stern 
light that actually glows a full 30 inches. 
Turned on, the light at the top shines 
brightly and the entire lucite shaft beams 
with a soft glow. Attwood’s new Glopole 
adds a bright modern accent to any 
boat — and it’s a practical safety device, 
too . . . clearly visible for miles. The 
bulb is mounted in the Glopole base so 
the entire pole can be easily removed 

. . simply loosen the thumbscrew. 
Three models: 30” and 24” stern lights 
and 8” cabin top light. Be the first to sport 


this smart Seaflite fitting on your boat. 


Write Dept. PB for details. 


ATTWOOD BRASS WORKS 


Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Storage bracket included 
for easy stowing in boat. 
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13-YEAR-OLD 
JOINS 
HALL OF FAME 


First member of the new 
junior division, Danny Ziegfeld 


topped APBA’s JU class 


ACH YEAR On the morning of the opening of the New 
York Boat Show, a growing body of men and women 

meet at one of New York City’s big hotels for a sumptuous 
breakfast. These are the members of speedboating’s most 
exclusive club, the Gulf Marine Hall of Fame. Membership 
in this group is limited to those few among the thousands of 
racers whose performance behind the wheel of a flying 
water shingle has been singularly outstanding. The group 
lists among its members such men stars as Ruby Scull or 
Mildred Foulke, the only women driver ever to clock better 
than a hundred miles an hour, or all-time greats such as 
Paul Sawyer, Guy Lombardo, Lee Schoenith, Lou Fageol, 
Gar Wood, the late Stanley Sayres or the recently elected 
Bill Muncey of Gold Cup fame, this year’s Henry Lauter- 
bach, or Doug Creech, outboard racing’s veteran star. 

Each racer has proved his supremacy over other com- 
petitors in his respective class. This year those gathered 
for the breakfast would have, if tabulated, formed a Who’s 
Who of Speedboating. Among the group of champagne 
imbibers, however, was one who nervously clutched a glass 
of tomato juice. This was Daniel W. Ziegfeld III, a 115- 
pound thirteen-year-old 7th grader at St. Matthews School 
in Baltimore, Md. Young Danny wasn’t the son of one of 
the Hall of Fame members, but the newest and youngest 
member ever to be awarded the honor, first in the new 
junior division. This was a lad who, in nineteen races 
during the 1956 season, had racked up a near perfect record 
of 11 first places, 4 seconds and 3 thirds to wind up the 
Season as the American Power Boat Association’s high- 
point champion in JU class. 

JU racing is restricted to youngsters between the ages 
of 9 and 14. Their tiny runabout hulls average slightly 
more than 9 feet in length. Powerplants are restricted to 
7'2 cubic inch piston displacement—motors which develop 
approximately 6 horsepower. These tiny rigs, however, 
romp over the water at better than 25 miles an hour, and 
the competition in the class is keen. 

That Danny had earned his junior membership in the 
Gulf Hall of Fame was evident from his record. That this 
was his proudest day was apparent from his infectious 
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3 a 
Mr. and Mrs. Ziegfeld stand with Danny after the award. 


By BLAKE GILPIN 
POPULAR BOATING'’s racing correspondent 


ore 


smile. Not so obvious but real, however, was the fact that 
an entire family had entered into the sport and was basking 
in the glow of Danny’s deeds. 

How Danny had entered speedboating was this story 
behind this scene. Danny’s grandmother, Mrs. Charles M. 
Taylor, had a modest resort home at Oliver Beach, Mary- 
land. She was the one who suggested that Danny, at 
eleven, was old enough to get into boating and should learn 
to take care of himself on the water. This was casually 
mentioned one evening in the spring of 1955 at a gathering 
of the Taylor and Ziegfeld clan. Grandfather Taylor, a 63- 
year-old master machinist and ex-motor-cycle racer listened 
to his wife’s idea, nodded his agreement, and was soon lost 
in dreams of glory for his young grandson, Frank Taylor. 
Danny’s uncle, a tool designer who remembered his favorite 
boyhood excursions to hill-climb and flat-track cycle races 
with his father, also conjured up a mental picture of Dan- 
ny’s future. Danny Ziegfeld, Jr., young Danny’s father, took 
his mother-in-law’s suggestion literally. Sure, he thought, 
why not a nice safe little boat for Danny. A healthy sport. 

A week later, Frank the uncle, who'd done a bit of in- 
quiring, came up with the information that there was, in 
fact, a racing class for which young Dan was eligible. He’d 
looked into rules of the J stock runabout class, wasted no 
time, and surprised Danny with a motor. Grandfather 
Taylor, who'd been let in on the deal, had sent away for 
a Champion Kit boat. The kit had cost $112. The motor 
$200. For less than $350, including the cost of a crash 
helmet and collar-type life jacket, schoolboy Danny was 
now a raceboat driver, one of the thousands who have 
found speed on the water a thrilling hobby. 

Today Danny’s parents, who were more or less eased 
into approval of Danny’s career, are among the sport's 
staunchest boosters. Their other youngster, Steve, age 6, 
is already being groomed to enter the sport as soon as he 
reaches his majority of 9, and Steve is finding it hard to 
wait. 

But most important, an entire family unit has joined in 
the game—grandparents, parents, uncle, aunt and two boys 
all sharing a common interest. @ 
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The Fageol V-I-P preserves the ideal 
amidship ride. 


designed by Lou Fageol .. . 3 times Gold Cup winner 


FAGEOL 44 VIP 


The space-saving patented V-I-P 
gives the new Owens Flagships 
more usable area than boats of 
longer over-all length. Special 
V-I-P trimming feature and gyro- 
scopic flywheel action assures safe 


vertical « inboard + power 


operation under all conditions. 
Piloting with the Lou Fageol One 
Arm Bandit single lever control is 
easier than driving your car. The 
4-cylinder, 4-cycle engine can’t be 
beat for economy or performance. 

AA-4916 


FAGEOL PRODUCTS COMPANY 


division of Twin Coach Company « Kent, Ohio 


V-1-P is registered tradename, , 
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Batty Bow 


| 

| 
A must for the modern boat owner | 
who wants advanced color styling | 
with maximum battery protection— | 
for either 6 or 12-volt batteries. | 
Molded Fiber-glass construction. | 
Tremendous durability, impervious to | 
| 

| 

! 

| 

! 

| 
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$15.95 Retail 


COLOR-KEYED TO MATCH 
1957 OUTBOARD MOTORS* 


acids, oils — eliminates short circuits. 
Exclusive Flared-Corner Lid—permits 
cable exit at any corner! 

Multi-purpose Nylon Strap —secures 
case to floorboard, clamps lid on 
case — doubles as carrying handle. 
AT MARINE AND SPORTING 
GOODS STORES EVERYWHERE 





*Johnson, Evinrude, Mercury, 

Scott -Atwater and Oliver. 
(Also available in Kimball 
Red and Grey). 
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“HALF-MILE-RAY” and ‘‘ONE-MILE-RAY” 
SEARCHLIGHTS 


AT THE N. Y. BOAT SHOW, 3RD FLOOR, BOOTHS 
C136 AND 137 
e 









CHICAGO SHOW BOOTHS 744 AND 745 
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Pistol Grip 
Handy on any Boat 











medium cruisers 


% For tthe 
* Cruisers 
43 


Remote Controls 
All Types 








2 in 1 Portable 
and deck type 


Sirens and 
Air Horns 


Address Dept. No. 21 for free catalog 


_ Ch PortaBLe Licht Company, Inc. 


, 216 WILLIAM STREET @ NEW YORK 38, N.Y 
X AMAA een nee 





































FROM THE 
EDITOR— 





OW is none too soon to start getting ready for spring 
haul-out or launching. Every year more boatmen stretch 
their season on the water by getting in a little earlier, haul- 
ing later in the fall, or moving south for good and living 
where boating lasts all year long. Old mooring anchor line 
should not be relied upon during early season when gusty 
winds and storms are more prevalent, but for the sailor with 
his boat already in the water there are always weekends of 
early warmth to enjoy while less foresighted boatmen are 
slaving in boat yards and back yards along the shore. 

Next month special needs and techniques for spring 
fitting out will be discussed in detail, but for the would-be 
bigger boat owner with an idea of building one himself, turn 
immediately to page 52 for an introduction to the new kits 
now available. Then heed carefully author Olds’ studied 
warnings: there should be room to build the boat and elbow 
room around for a place to work as well. Money is saved 
by home building but time is not, and a count of evening 
hours and weekends should be made beforehand to deter- 
mine if the boat can be completed and launched before the 
summer is over. But note that plastics, molded ply and 
other new systems are now for sale in kit form, and a 
workmanlike amateur job can be turned out with a lot of 
pleasure besides. Then follow through Hank Bowman’s 
test of a typical building project (page 44) and note just 
how much skill and technique must be learned. 

Plywood, since the war, has probably become the most 
popular of materials for use by the amateur boat builder, 
and for all of its convenient large panel size and flexibility, 
it can still prove difficult to manage. Next month boat- 
builder-writer Bob Whittier reports on the special uses and 
advantages of plywood, and at the same time will give a 
great number of hints on how to use it best when working 
with boats. 

Every boatman who gets a push from a propeller, from 
sailboat sailor with an outboard for emergencies to cabin 
cruiser captain with twin powerplants, should know some- 
thing about his underwater wheel and if it is functioning 
for top efficiency. Racing drivers know most about this 
important problem, and in April our racing reporter tells 
how to get best results from your own installation. 

Additional features will report on boating to California’s 
offshore islands, discuss the government agency which has 
been called “the boatman’s best friend,” and examine a 
cross-section of newly announced products which should 
be especially helpful at commissioning time. 

We wish we could personally thank all the writers of let- 
ters who have complimented us on POPULAR BOATING’s 
first directory issue, and last month’s basic test for boatmen. 
Already plans are underway to make next year’s com- 
pendium of boats and boating products even larger, and 
both more comprehensive and detailed. Prices and specifi- 
cations will then once more be checked and brought up to 
date, but remember a manufacturer may change both prices 
and products at any time. And cost of items, unless other- 
wise specified, does not include shipping charges. 

First of a series to preview the boats of next year and 
ten years from now is the article describing Brooks Stevens’ 
special styling ability. That his concepts are acceptable and 
practical is shown by the number of new boats this year 
that have incorporated elements of his designs. Now in 
preparation for a forthcoming issue is a set of predictions 
for powerplants of the future as well. 

All of this spring’s boating trends point to more fun, con- 
venience, and comfort while afloat. 

Won. TaYLor McKEown 
—Editor 
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REVOLUTIONARY 60HP MERCURY 


America’s first 6 cylinder outboard! 






















NEW MARK 75 MARATHON 


INERCURY- 


See eeenee 


COPYRIGHT KIEKHAEFER CORP 1957 


e Now in production! Real outboard 
power—safer, smoother, more maneu- 
verable than any engine you’ve handled! 
Revolutionary 6-cylinder design ...a 
firing impulse every 60 degrees ... the 
smoothness and flexibility of the finest 
sports cars! Single lever control...direct 
reversing with no bulky gears! Super 
hot ignition for instant starting... 
smooth and slow idling! 


Now as low as 10% down, 
up to 20 months to pay with 
Mercury’s Time Payment Plan! 


NEW SINGLE LEVER 
CONTROL. Puts 60 h.p. in 
the palm of your hand! A 
touch on the thumb button 
starts the engine. Push lever 
forward for speed. Pull back 
for reverse. Easiest ever! 


16% LESS PISTON 
SPEED. Slow-travelling, 
short-stroke pistons prolong 
engine life. Other engines, 
even at lower rpm, have up to 
20% more piston speed than 
this built-to-last Mercury 
Mark 75 Marathon! 


EQUAL TO A V-12 IN 
SMOOTHNESS! Naturally, 
a 6-cylinder 2-cycle engine 
has same number of firing 
impulses per revolution as a 
12-cylinder, 4-cycle V-12! 
Mercury’s famous Full 
Jeweled Power* guarantees 
smooth power longer, too! 


MERCURY OUTBOARDS for 195/ 


KIEKHAEFER CORPORATION, Fond du Lac, Wisc. 


See them now at your Mercury dealer’s! ») S to sO H Oo R Ss E POW ER 


MARCH, 1957 





*Anti-friction ball and roller bearings throughout.’ 
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SIGNALLING AT SEA 


There’s nothing mysterious about signals 


. 


By ELBERT ROBBERSON 


As a former Communications Officer in the 
Navy, the author knows his subject well 


O THERE you are, out of gas, stuck on a rock, or sink- 
J ing. You wave, and yell your head off. A dozen boats 
pass, and their occupants wave cheerily in reply as they 
continue on their way. 

This sounds like something out of a cartoon, but it has 
actually happened, and it will keep on happening until boat- 
men come alive to their responsibility to understand sig- 
nalling. The unwritten law of the sea is to help others in 
distress, but the law doesn’t do any good unless the fact of 
distress can be communicated and understood at the other 
end. 

The first element of small-boat communications is to 
investigate any irregular motion or activity. It is better to 
know that you haven’t passed up someone in trouble. When 
you go out in a boat, be on the alert and receptive to pos- 
sible signals. 

The responsibility of a true seaman, however, does not 
end there. It should be the duty of every skipper to have 
the necessary equipment and the ability to communicate 
with other boats in whatever waters are being navigated. If 
distances are great, long-range signalling gear is called for. 
In confined waters or where other boats are always in sight, 
provisions for comparat.vely short-range signalling are 
adequate. 

“Don’t need it,” you might say. “I’m self-sufficient, know 
where I’m going, and don’t want to’palaver with anyone, 
anyway. 

[his is an irresponsible argument, but not new. Only a 
short while ago ocean-going ships had to be self-sufficient or 
sink. After a little of this, International Law forced them to 
carry radio equipment and operators for a continuous watch 
“on the air.” Maybe their skippers didn’t want to palaver, 
either, but it was recognized that for the safety of human 
life and property, ships had to take care of one another. 
The idea that mariners are obliged to give every possible 
assistance to others in distress was extended: vessels should 
not only give their help, but should also make a constant 
and willful effort to find out if anywhere within their range 
assistance was needed. 

This philosophy can and should be carried over into the 
field of pleasure boating. There is every possibility that this 
requirement will some day be made a matter of statute. By 
starting now, you will be prepared when the time comes. 
RADIO 

There are a number of methods of signalling but today 
the most highly refined and far-reaching is by radio tele- 
phone. If you own a large boat you probably carry this 
electronic aid, but small boat skippers, too, should equip 
their craft with a radio telephone if they traverse open 
waters, out of sight of shore or other craft. 

Until very recently, this idea would have been impracti- 
cal and unreasonable: radio telephone equipment was 
18 


at sea—once you understand them 


Flares and rockets are standard signals of distress. 
Daytime flare, such as one shown here, emits a 
bright orange smoke which can be seen for miles. 





Standing silhouetted in the clear and waving 
a flag, towel or shirt is a rudimentary form 
of signalling but effective in an emergency. 





costly, heavy and bulky, and required a capacious electrical 
system. But today, even the smallest boats can carry two- 
way outfits. The batteries and generating plants on modern- 
day outboard motors provide sufficient electricity for emer- 
gency operation of small radio telephones, and boats which 
have no electricity aboard can carry a portable unit that 
operates from its own self-contained batteries and has a 
built-in collapsible antenna. Two-way phones are now seen 
on boats as small as 14-foot outboards. 

Present regulations call for radio telephone users to 
“monitor” the distress channel for possible emergencies 
while they are on the air. But there is one flaw: the nearest 
boats may not be on the air at the time of an emergency 
transmission. While it is not required, it would take a 
trifling amount of time, effort and battery power for all 
radio telephone-equipped boats to follow the standard 

(continued on page 72) 
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‘CAWLUX NAUTICOLORS’ OFFER YOU THE WORLD'S 
BIGGEST SELECTION OF MARINE PAINT COLORS! 


No longer are boat owners restricted to a few conven- 
tional colors in marine paint. Now, with sensational new 
Woolsey Cawlux Nauticolors, you can get hundreds of 
different, original color schemes—more than you ever 
thought possible. And every single color comes in the 
brilliant, dependable, time-proven Caw/ux Marine Finish. 


CHOOSE FROM 70 STRIKING ‘NAUTICOLORS’. . . for 
use on topsides, decks, cabins and interior surfaces. Only 
Woolsey can offer you this unequalled choice of lustrous, 
nautically correct colors for your boat. That’s because 
only Woolsey brings you 22 popular, ready-mixed shades 
in Cawlux Marine Finish plus 48 additional shades which 








NeaiticalOrs 


C. A. WOOLSEY PAINT & COLOR CO. INC. 205 East 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK * PLYMOUTH, NORTH CAROLINA 





are easily made by adding just one tube of exclusive, easy- 
pouring Cawlux Colorant. 

‘CAWLUX NAUTICOLORS’ LAST THE SEASON! Paint 
once with Nauticolors and you're through painting for the 
year. Cawlux Nauticolors resist fading, checking and 
changing under the most rigorous exposure. Even gases 
and fumes won't discolor the gleaming finish. And, scrub 
as you will, your boat's paint job will keep the lustrous, 
freshly-painted look of a newly launched boat. 


This year, don't just dream your color scheme—turn it 
into handsome reality! Ask your Woolsey dealer to show 
you the 70 beautiful Cawlux Nauticolors. 


CAWLUX: 


42nd Street, New York 17, New York ; 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA *© HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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New boats for fishing add 


new fun for outdoorsmen 
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Improved boats and motors are 


providing more enjoyment for the fisherman and his family 


FISHING BOATS FOR! 


By ELLISON MICHEL 


Outdoor and boating writer 


JEITHER FISH nor fishermen seem to have changed 
noticeably in character during the past few years, but 
lately the boats used for the sport have been improved to 
a marked degree in both suitability and durability. This 
season’s fishing craft are better and more versatile than 
ever before. 

It has been estimated that 80% of all boatmen fish at 
one time or another, and every type of boat has been em- 
ployed—from log canoe to ocean liner. This year, how- 
ever, that percentage may increase, for 1957’s new boats 
allow more pleasure for more people per craft. 

Fishing, like boating, was once considered one of the 
more rugged outdoor sports—a chance to brave the ele- 
ments and catch cold, fish, wet feet, and sunburn at the 
same time. Young Tom Sawyers and old die-hards can still 
(and will) fish in leaky skiffs and row long miles to the 
favorite spot. But only by choice. 

This year the fisherman can take his family along, or 
escape from them more quickly in a lighter hull and using 
a more powerful motor. Boats of aluminum and plastic can 
be trailered or car topped to the fishing area and launched 
with no need to wait for wooden planking to swell and seal. 
Interior paint and plastic coatings make it possible to go 
on an early morning fishing trip, return at noon to scrub 
out the boat, and have it ready for an afternoon of water 
skiing, or a picnic. The shapes of hulls today lend them- 
selves to multi-purpose forms of fun. 

Specialty fishing craft for particular waters have been 
improved as well, and you should analyze your fishing 
waters as well as your needs when shopping this year. Be- 
low are listed some fishing boats, and suggestions for the 
areas they may best be used. 
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For fishing, the flying bridge is becoming 

a standard feature of the off-shore sports 

fishing models like this Correct Craft 

Biscayne 27 below. For car-topping and 
trailing, Arkansas Traveler and other aluminum 
boats are popular. And for minimum water 
fishing there are units like this Airboy. 














Comfort can be part of fishing and hunting on the water. First displayed at the boat shows this 





spring, Duratech’s rubberized nylon folding zipper hood allows for quick protection from the 
elements. Advantages of the time-honored johnboat, as shown below left, are being incorporated 
into metal models such as Lone Star’s 14’ Long John. Additional examples of new runabouts that 
can double as fishing craft for trolling are the Aluma Craft, center, and plastic Lone Star Angler, 
shown at right. A 14footer that combines aluminum with fiberglas, it can take 16 h.p. motors. 


Inland waters abound with shallow retreats for wiley fish, 
and the sportsman that can pursue them through tangled 
growth along the shore may come home with the biggest 
catch. The minimum draft johnboat, so familiar on larger 
rivers, is now available in light aluminum models. Whether 
poled along punt-style or propelled with oars or a low 
horsepower outboard with a “weedless-type” guard for the 
propeller, it is likely to be earning more friends among 
fishermen on sheltered waterways. 

The design of the basic, flat-bottomed square sterned 
rowboat is hard to improve upon for simplicity of construc- 
tion and suitability for an afternoon of bottom fishing at 
anchor. But it is normally too heavy to maneuver and 
transport with ease, and one of the car-top types of molded 
plywood, plastic, or aluminum may serve as well and double 
for more than one purpose. The modern runabout with a 
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beamy stern so desirable for water skiing has inherited some 
of the rowboat’s stability without its weight. Calculate care- 
fully the number of fishing friends you may want to bring 
along, and be sure your craft will float or has flotation 
chambers. Wake from a passing speeder can swamp an 
anchored fishing boat that is overloaded and has inadequate 
freeboard. 

Consider choice of a lapstrake or clinker-built hull, one 
with those overlapping planks that the landlubber recog- 
nizes as clapboard construction, if you plan to head farther 
offshore. These have proven to be “sea-kindly” when the 
water gets rough, and the fisherman who trolls for bass or 
heads out where waves make up has learned an affectionate 
trust for this sea skiff design. One manufacturer has intro- 
duced a plastic hull with lapstrake design molded in, while 
another laminates clinker overlaps onto his basic molded 
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plywood hull to give advantages of both of the methods. 

For offshore big game fishing, this year’s cruiser will 
have a flying bridge installed or offered as optional. New 
improved depth finders to spot schools of fish, and new radio 
telephone to just ask where they are grow more popular. 

In hull design for runabouts, fishing launches, and bass 
boats, the center walk-thru deck and seat arrangement al- 
lows safer movement and more room to store poles and 
water skiis. See if a folding convertible top is available for 
the boat of your choice; it offers weather protection, and 
adds greatly to the ease of seluing female members of the 
family on the advantages and comforts of a new fishing 
boat. 

This year’s improved power plants, outicard and in- 
board, offer higher power with, in some cases, less. weight. 
Outboards will still be preferred for shallow, more sheltered 
waters; inboards for more power in heavier craft. Of spe- 
cial merit for fishermen are the new outboards which have 
replaced the sheer pin with a slip clutch arrangement which 
requires no replacement. And some fishermen selected si- 
lent battery operated outboards for sneaking up on fish who 
do not happen to be looking. 

Not all outboards keep their propellers in the water. Air- 
craft propeller models are being used successfully to drive 
skiffs and swamp boats over shallow dew. Up to 8 m.p.h. 
is reported for them on an average boat, and there is noth- 
ing in the water to foul. 





At top, a new model planned for fishing 

is the 15’ Blue Marlin from Trojan. 

A fishing boat that will take any size 
outboard is the Owens 16-foot utility 

with wide beam, covered gunwales and deck. 


The Topper 20’ outboard utility, left, for 1957 has an 8’ beam, speeds to 25 m.p.h., and costs $1124. 
An aluminum canoe that can take a small outboard, the Grumman models run 13’ to 20’ from $199 up. 
Fishing is possible almost anywhere with a 100 Ib. boat like Feather Craft’s 11’ Cartopper, priced $245. 
Lapstrake construction, like that of the 13’ Lyman below, is sturdy and stable in rougher fishing waters. 
For ease of carrying to and from sheltered-water fishing, a small pram like 9’, 70 Ib. Duracraft model 
can prove to be simple to handle for children, either rowing or powered with 3! h.p. outboard motor. 





Thinking about a new fishing boat this year is rewarding, 


for once the choice is made, the craft will require little - 


additional thought and upkeep, leaving more time for suc- 
cessful fishing in the months to come.—ELLISON MICHEL 

Canoes of conventional wood and canvas or aluminum 
should be considered for woodland fishing. Though tricky 
for the beginner, they can be handled through the white 
water of rocky rapids where other craft could not maneu- 
ver. Study other canoes in the area to determine whether 
your choice should have a keel, and the size most practi- 
cal for portages plus stalking the local fish. Learn as well 
the best methods for stowing gear. Weight, for instance, 
should be well forward when traveling down stream for 
best steering control; farther back when heading into the 
current. Canoe fishermen claim no other form of boating 
can rival their sport. 
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By WILLIAM HENDERSON 


Boating author Henderson interviewed Stevens 
in Milwaukee and New York for this exclusive story. 


. gh perhaps, since Noah drew his specifications for the 
Ark had there been so much talk about design. 

Brooks Stevens, age 46, ex-Cornell, father of four and 
head of an eminently successful industrial design firm bear- 
ing his name, had done it again. 

Stevens, impeccable in Homburg and wearing a jet black 
topcoat trimmed with karakul, stood on the floor of New 
York’s Coliseum looking as though he had just strolled in 
from the Champs Elysees. 

Quite frankly, Stevens was eavedropping. This was the 
opening of the National Motor Boat Show and the designer 
stood like a channel marker in a turbulent sea of New 
Yorkers. They had come by the score—these weekend 
skippers—to view a boat which almost defied description. 

There, set like a precious stone in a giant turntable, was 
Stevens’ latest creation, a $14,000 outboard fishing boat, 
round as a dime and twice as bright. 

For two solid hours, Stevens listened to a lexicon of 
surprise, delight, incredulity, doubt and endorsement from 
visitors to the show. 

“Will it float? . . . Does it fly? . . . Where can I get 
one? . . . What'll they think of next?” 

Everyone had an opinion, whether it was expressed in 
disbelief or explained as a meaningful contribution to small 


Photos by Rosenfeld 


There are 38 different runabouts on the market 
this year which incorporate some facet of 
last year’s rakish 56 Evinrude Lark, pictured above. 


Derived from last year’s Lark, 
ih’ evan aalele|-1-wr- ha (3.8 Gi Late Mlle) 7 — 
show adaptations of tail fin to 
rol mece AU Lon dielameley- hem) al-ilely- baa (tae 
is of marine plywood construc- 
sd ke) a amen Oo) al -N.) €- 1 mn OF- To) ol-t- Lamm 
PVEURaalalelaabameclalelel oMitsy-lar- heel maar hi 
s <o) of] ole), Wane) More ol B’amsal-Lalelet- lah a 
Fleetcraft fiberglas Imperial has 
mahogany trim; AristoCraft 
Avalon 15 is of marine plywood. 
Owens 16-foot runabout, using 
Stevens-styled Evinrude, shows 
sports car sweep and influence. 
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Stevens’ newest creation, the 





craft design. One thing was certain—Brooks Stevens had 
made an impression. 

This wasn’t the first time. 

Stevens’ design work for the past 20 years has left a last- 
ing impression on nearly every facet of industry. Stevens 
and a staff of 16—his firm is Brooks Stevens Associates, 

Milwaukee—have drafted plans for automobiles, cigarette 
lighters, railroad trains, bottle caps, power lawn mowers, 
outboard motors, tractors, beer bottles, storage batteries, 
washing machines, refrigerators and a seemingly endless 
list of home appliances. 

Steven’s staff estimates that the annual sales volume of 
products bearing the Stevens’ touch is close to $500,000,000. 

The boat which created such a splash with its introduc- 
tion in January was the Evinrude Fisherman, saucer-shaped 
and loaded to the hilt with innovations which no doubt 
shocked a good many traditionalists. 

The Fisherman is a 14-footer—in any direction. Com- 
pletely circular, the unique craft is constructed of marine 
plywood, covered with fiberglass. In its commonly-accepted 
sense, the boat has no helm since it has neither rudder nor 

wheel. 

The boat was designed by Stevens for hydraulic opera- 
tion of its motors from a forward control panel. The boat 
is powered by twin 7/2 horsepower motors, each set oppo- 
site the other, within wells on the perimeter of the hull. The 
26 












flying saucer Fisherman, is circular 


and loaded to the gunwales with innovations 







Electronics for the craft were 
developed by Oliver Read and 
Norman Eisenberg, of RADIO & 
TV NEWS and POPULAR 
ELECTRONICS magazines. Pic- 
tured above is panel of this 
Evinrude Fisherman, which is 
equipped with underwater TV, 
depth-finder, ship-to-shore radio- 
telephone, all transistor-operated. 
The radical design of the craft 
is seen in the photo at the left. 


craft is steered by rotating the motors, or by increasing and 
decreasing the rpms of each motor. Placement of the 
motors at the extreme diameter of the hull, Stevens feels, 
will permit almost right angle turns. 

The Evinrude Fisherman seats eight, six within blue 
naugahyde upholstered fighting chairs arranged in a hub, 
and two at an aircraft type control panel. 

“Next to nothing has been done to advance the design 
of the 14-foot rowboat used for fishing,” Stevens explained. 
“There have been advances in the cruiser, in sail, in the 
houseboat field, and among the builders of runabouts— 
everywhere but in the fishing field. Why should the 20th 
century fisherman go out in a boat that is simply an exten- 
sion of the dugout canoe?” 

When Stevens takes a step, it’s a giant step. Rather than 
stop with hull design, he extended his concept to include 
an electronic nerve center called a “subsea control . . .” 

The control is a 13-part data-computing and program- 
ming system which presents a continuous flow of audio 
and visual information to the angler. The control includes 
an underwater television camera which sweeps 360 degrees 
for a range of 50 yards, presenting a view of underwater 
life on a 130-inch television screen. 

Many boatmen—including oldtimers—feel there is con- 
siderable merit to a completely circular hull. As Stevens 
knows so well, the most difficult aspect of introducing a 
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Original Lark introduced aircraft- This Cadillac Marine & Boat Co. model, Stevens’ interest in sports cars may 
type steering wheel, bucket seats. molded from fiberglass, duplicates Lark. have inspired Lark’s sweeping lines. 


new design is the matter of breaking down the good-enough- 
for-grandfather philosophy. While a circular form is un- 
orthodox, it has an inherent stability, balance and buoyancy. 
Stevens points out that the twin engine installation on the 
Evinrude Fisherman allows complete maneuverability, even 
to the extent of permitting the craft to revolve on its own 
axis. 

The Fisherman was designed by Stevens slightly more 
than a year ago and built by William Leutner Jr., a Milwau- 
kee craftsman who is a former stock outboard high-point 
champion in Wisconsin. The boat was brought to New 
York for showing at the National Motor Boat Show and 
is currently making the circuit of boat shows throughout 
the country. Stevens hopes to make actual water tests early 
this summer. 

Members of the it'll-never-catch-on school had better 
not take bets. Witness the case of the Evinrude Lark. 

Two years ago, Stevens—who had been doing Evinrude’s 
motor design—created the Lark runabout, a rakish 16- 
footer, as a highly personalized sports job. The Lark’s hull 





Here is designer Stevens’ concept of an engine 
in which the turbine principle is incorporated. 





1 was mahogany planked with trim and overlay of stainless 

> steel. The boat’s linear design tapered aft from a forward 

q flair to give the illusion that the motor was an integral part 
of the hull. | 

e “This was our first major break with tradition,’ Stevens 

, recalls. “We weren’t designing a boat to replace the family 
cruiser. We wanted to create a prophetic design—some- 

n thing to encourage builders in imaginative thinking.” 

l. The Lark runabout proved an immediate hit. Evinrude 

e made the plans for the boat available, without cost, to all 

- recognized builders. This year, there are 38 different run- 

h abouts on the market which incorporate some facet of 

\- Stevens’ original design, whether swept fins, bucket seats, 
crash-padded cockpits, wind screens or aircraft-type instru- 

n mentation panels. 

le The clean, sweeping lines of the Lark had a flair and | 
dash more often found at sports car rallies than around the 

- anchorage of a comfortably settled yacht club. 

0 This isn’t difficult to explain since Stevens has an almost 

2S passionate love for automotive design. He moves about as 

2S The piston-type powerplant of today may someday easily in Cannes, LeMans and Seabring as he does in his 

as be replaced by this water-jet dream outboard. native Milwaukee. 

Shortly after the books closed on World War II, Stevens 
n- took the Jeep out of uniform, creating both the Jeep station 
1s wagon and the racy Jeepster for Willys-Overland. The 


(continued on page 76) 
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Wandering through wooded valleys, the Tennessee River 
gives visiting boatmen a kaleidoscopic change of scene 
C R LU , Ay 4 Ni G and, for the practical minded, ample docking facilities. 


VALLEY 








Trailer skippers from all over 
come to join local boatmen on 
TVA’s 650 miles of waterways 


By BILL PEARSALL 


Noted writer and authority in 
the outboard boating field 


ET’S assume you're a trailer skipper. You own a run- 

about, a 14 or 16-footer. Or perhaps you've got an 
outboard cruiser, something about 21 or 22 feet overall. 
Yours is a complete rig—boat, trailer, and family auto. 

For the past month, you’ve kicked around the idea of a 
family boating vacation. You've thought about a two-week 
cruise, of taking off down the highway and heading for 
waters other than those on which you spend your week- 
ends. 

If this is so, stop right now. It might pay you to give 
some thought to cruising the Tennessee Valley. If it’s ex- 
cellent boating you want, you'll find it here—some 650 
miles of protected water, easy launching, ample dock facil- 
ities and a kaleidcscopic change of scene. 





This is more than river cruising. It’s hickory-smoked Boats locking-through the TVA’s massive 
boating across a chain of lakes which bid fair to becoming Wilson Dam rise as high as 81’; locks 
the country’s most popular inland cruising ground. are maintained by U.S. Corps of Engineers. 
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Twenty years ago, the Tennessee river was par for the 
course. It meandered down from the northeast corner of 
the state, worked its way leisurely through upper Alabama 
and wandered into the Ohio river at Paducah, Kentucky. 
At best, it was a river like all rivers—it had a beginning, 
a cohesive middle, and a conclusive end. 

Then, in the mid-30s, the Tennessee Valley Authority 
came into being. The TVA literally bulldozed its way 
through the state on a monumental program which com- 
bined flood control, improvements in navigation, and the 
stepped-up use of water for power. 

What with their concern for turbines that worked, it’s 
unlikely that the TVA’s early engineers gave much thought 
to their handiwork as it might relate to recreational boat- 
ing in the year 1957. 

What engineer, awash in blueprints, could have pre- 
dicted that some 800,000 of us would be scooting around 
the country with boat and trailer rigs this summer? Who 
could have predicted in the 1930s that today’s skipper, via 
the trailer, would choose his cruising at will? 

Out of the bulldozing, the long-range planning, and the 
hydroelectric plants has come a superlative cruising ground. 
It's not only a happy situation for those living in Tennes- 
see, this area is particularly well-suited for the trailer-skip- 
per who find himself with limited vacation time. The en- 
tire run of the Tennessee river and its connecting lakes is 
studded with launching sites. Each launching site is readily 


From atop Lookout Mountain tourists get a breath-taking view of Chattanooga; coiled 2000’ below is the mighty Tennessee. 
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accessible by auto from major highways leading into the 
Tennessee Valley. 

All told, there are 20 lakes in the Tennessee Valley, most 
of them the progeny of the TVA. Of the 20, nine are 
formed by a series of dams on the Tennessee river. In 
effect, the dams have transformed the river and its lakes 
into a series of steps, each one climbed—or descended— 
on an escalator of water. By cruising upstream from Pa- 
ducah, you find yourself lifted from one lake to another 
for a distance of 650 miles, from Paducah to Knoxville, in 
northeast Tennessee. 

In case you envision these lakes as modified duck ponds, 
dismiss the thought. Kentucky Lake, the first in the up- 
stream series, is the largest man-made body of water in the 
world. The lake covers a total of 261,000 acres. If you 
follow it mid-stream, you'll run a distance of 261 miles. If 
you get off course and cruise leisurely along its fringe, you'll 
log something like 2,380 miles. 

Headed upstream, Kentucky Lake joins Pickwick Lake, a 
more modest watering place which runs for 55 miles to 
Wilson Dam at Muscle Shoals. Wilson, Wheeler, and Gun- 
tersville lakes form a chain of three across northern Ala- 
bama and lead to Hales Bar Lake, below Chattanooga. 
Chickamauga Lake extends northward from the dam at 
Chattanooga, measures 59 miles in length, and covers a 
neat 35,000 acres. 

Chickamauga links with Watts Bar Lake, a 74-miler lead- 
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The Tennessee Valley Authority began its 
project of harnessing the Tennessee River 

in 1933. Since then, the once-angry river 

has become an even-tempered waterway, ideal 
for cruising. Here a cluster of cruisers 
negotiate a lock on the upstream run, 


ing to Fort Loudoun Lake. Fort Loudoun is the upper- 
most in the series of nine lakes. Its surface fans out over 
14,000 acres and it extends upstream some 45 miles to 
Knoxville. With the Tennessee river linking each of these 
lakes, the vacationing skipper can launch a boat at almost 
any spot he chooses. 

While the Cumberland river, in northern Tennessee, isn’t 
part of the nine-lake system, it might lend itself well as a 
point of departure for the skipper who trailers a rig from 
the north. By launching in the Cumberland at Nashville, 
it’s possible to run downstream to the confluence of the 
Ohio and Tennessee rivers, near Paducah, then upstream 
on the Tennessee into Kentucky Lake. 

Paducah, Chattanooga and Knoxville are three other 
cities on highway routes easily accessible from other parts 
of the country. Arterial routes link these cities and follow 
the Tennessee river so that launching an outboard rig can 
be done almost anywhere along the 650-mile sweep of the 
TVA lakes. 

Twelve state parks covering 17,000 acres are scattered 
through the lake region in Alabama, Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee. The Tennessee Department of Conservation, alone, 
maintains 225 waterfront sites at which it’s possible to 
launch. 

The TVA tags its valuation of docks and marinas at a 
cool 48 million dollars, an increase of some four million in 
improvements within the past two years. While many of 
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Today the TVA lakes are home port for an | 
estimated 31,000 craft, the majority of | + 
which are outboards. The Gordon C. Greene, 
shown above and below, was the last of 
the stern-wheelers to ply these waters. 














the docks fall into the category of those generally found at 
fishing camps, there’s a marked increase in the number of 
marinas offering complete facilities—fuel, service, and 
maintenance, plus food and lodging for man and boat. 

The TVA lakes are home port for an estimated 31,000 
craft, although it’s tough to get an accurate count by clas- 
sification—inboard, outboard, sail and auxiliary. Chances 
are, outboards dominate the talley, largely because this is 
great fishing country. 

Tennessee manages to sell more than 750,000 fishing 
licenses a year, a third of them going to sportsmen from 
out-of-state. Recently, members of the Outdoor Writers 


Perryville, Tenn., on Kentucky Lake, offers fully-protected 
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“Never,” said Mrs. Schneider, “was there anything like 
it. These are the people who wove the red carpet. Not only 
did they weave it—they rolled it out and stretched it.” 

In Guntersville, Alabama, the Schneiders, who had been 
living ashore in motels, met a houseboat owner who in- 
sisted the entire family take over his craft and make it head- 
quarters for their vacation trip. 

At the upstream end of Pickwick Lake, the lock was 
under repair and the Chicagoans faced a delay of 12 hours. 
The local marina operator rolled out his trailer, happily 
toted the family 10 miles overland, deposited them in Wil- 
son Lake, and refused anything more than thanks. 


harbor, plus excellent facilities for visiting trailer-skippers. 





Association of America offered this benediction—‘“that 


Little Dale Hollow Lake, in north central Tennessee, offers 
the best fresh water fishing on the continent.” The fishing 
is almost as good in the chain of lakes. The waters seethe 
with sauger, walleye, crappie and drum fish. It’s a source 
of wonder to the cruising skipper that he can make the run 
to Knoxville without fouling a prop on the noggin of a 
largemouth bass. 

It’s to the credit of Tennessee conservationists that the 
entire lake system is unpolluted. Local sportsmen—fisher- 
men, boatmen and hunters—show a healthy respect for 
their legacy. They make no bones about maintaining the 
safeguards they’ve set against industrial waste and sewage. 

To an observant skipper it may seem ironic that man— 
so often capable of defacing nature—has actually improved 
this boating ground by working with, instead of against, his 
natural resources. 

Deepest impression left with the visiting skipper is the 
manner in which he is treated by local boatmen. It’s almost 
as though he’s a guest, making his cruise at the personal 
invitation of every dock operator, barge captain and lock 
tender en route. 

Take the case of 41-year-old George Schneider, his wife 
and their four children. The Schneiders live in Chicago. 
[heir boat is a beamy 16-foot runabout powered with a 
30-horse Evinrude. In June, they trailered their rig to 
Paducah, dropped the boat into the river and headed for 
Knoxville. 









“Wherever we went, it was the same,” said Mrs. Schnei- 
der. “One dock owner loaned us his jeep to go shopping. 
Another drove us to church on Sunday morning. One even 
took us to the top of Lookout Mountain in Chattanooga. 
This was a sight the youngsters are still talking about.” 

No doubt, the kids also talk about the pet turtle be- 
queathed them by a lock master who lowered the animal to 
them in a bucket as they descended from one lake to an- 
other, homeward bound. 

The Schneider’s trip is quite typical of what can be ac- 
complished by a family with a trailer rig. They spent two 
days on the road, one day each way for the 425-mile drive 
from Chicago to Kentucky Dam, near Paducah. They 
logged 12 days on the water, cruising from Kentucky Lake 
to Knoxville, and return, a total of 1300 miles. For car 
and trailer, there was no garage rent. They tethered both 
to a post in Kentucky Lake State Park. The entire family 
agrees this was their best vacation. Cost-wise, they figure 
it was far less than they would have spent at some land- 
locked vacation resort. And it was a trip they could all 
enjoy together. 

These are a proud people, the natives of the Tennessee 
Valley, and theirs is a pardonable pride. When they speak 
of hickory-smoked ham, their ceramics, or the woodwork 
of their mountain craftsmen, they do so in the manner of 
a host inviting company to share the pleasures of his home. 
For the boatman who has trailered to the area and eft his 
car at a launching site, it’s well worth hiring a rental job 
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for an inland drive. 

The Schneiders, like many families, measure this type 
vacation in terms of its meaning for the children. History 
shrouds Tennessee like the haze of the Smokeys. There’s 
Davy Crockett, Andrew Jackson, and a host of battlefields 
marking the course of the Civil War. 

In the town of Camden stands a monument to General 
Nathan Bedford Forrest. It was General Forrest who pit- 
ted a Confederate cavalry unit against a fleet of Union gun- 
boats and managed to sink the whole flotilla. 

In short, the Tennessee Valley adds up to good cruising. 
There’s ample water, protected harbors, good marina facil- 


George Schneider and family of Chicago 
trailered to Paducah, then took 1300 
mile outboard round-trip to Knoxville. 


Virginia McGowin photo, Guntersville, Ala. 


Chickamauga Boat Harbor is typical of the 
many man-built basins on TVA lakes; shore 
is ideally suited to launching by trailer. 
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ities, a panoramic sweep of hill country and a background 
rich in tradition. If you plan such a cruise, here are charts 
and publications with details which will give you a big 
assist: 

“A Guide to the Great Lakes of the Tennessee, Paducah 
to Knoxville’—A cruising log of the river. Lists boat 
basins along the main stream, land marks, Coast Guard 
stations and historic sites; includes insert chart and indi- 
cates the mileage of each landmark from the mouth of the 
river at Paducah. From: Division of Information, Depart- 
ment of Conservation, State of Tennessee, Nashville, Tenn. 
Available at no charge. 


Chattanooga, a favorite port of call for visiting 
boatmen, has a home fleet estimated at 4500 craft. 
Hales Bar and Chickamauga Lakes are near. 


: ie |. 3 
Wide World photo 


“Tennessee River Navigation Charts”’—Published in 
book form, the charts indicate main stream sailing line, 
aids to navigation, harbors of refuge. From: District En- 
gineer, U. S. Corps of Engineers, Nashville, Tenn. $2.00. 

“TVA Navigation Charts’—Cover Kentucky, Gunters- 
ville, Hales Bar, Chickamauga, Watts Bar and Fort Lou- 
doun lakes. Show main stream sailing line, aids to naviga- 
tion, tributary channels, underwater contours, shape of 
roads, building and political boundaries. From: TVA Cen- 
tral Map and Drawing Service, Chattanooga, Tenn. (Sim- 
ilar office also located in Knoxville.) Price: 10 cents per 
chart. 

“Recreation on TVA Lakes”—A folder of major recre- 
ation areas; slanted to the fisherman, it lists boat docks, 
rental boats, bait stations, housing accommodations and 
related facilities. From: Division of Information, Depart- 
ment of Conservation, State of Tennessee, Nashville, Tenn. 
Available at no charge. 

“Nashville Tennessean Boating and Fishing Guide”—A 
145-page directory of dock and mooring facilities for the 
Tennessee and Cumberland rivers and their tributary lakes. 
Illustrated with photos and charts of major harbors. From: 
Nashville Tennessean, 1100 Broadway, Nashville 1, Tenn. 
Price: $1.00. 

There are 650 miles of protected waterways plus un- 
counted springtime vistas and new opportunities for boat- 
ing fun in the TVA area—all waiting now for you, your 
family, and your boat.—BILL PEARSALL. 












Hung-up on a log with propeller spinning free? 
The skipper merely pushes off with one foot. 


By CHARLES K. RAWLS, JR. 


Outdoorsman, author, and research biologist 


ORN of necessity and evolved with ingenuity, these 
15'2-footers may be some of the strangest boats you’ve 
ever seen. Flaring gunwales from a 24-inch bottom meet 
in sharp-pointed bow and stern. Reelfoot boats are powered 
by inboard engines. They jump over logs, bounce off stumps, 
snake through marsh and tangled underwater vegetation 
and sport a pair of oars that would credit Rube Goldberg. 
Take a look at this scene which is repeated daily on Ten- 
nessee’s Reelfoot Lake. 

The small, grey-painted boat put-puts among gnarled 
green cypress-knee fingers poking up from Reelfoot’s bor- 
ders. Clearing tree-lined shallows, the craft heads for 
deeper, stump-dotted water where scores of similar boats 
hold crappie fishermen. Two hundred yards from shore the 
boat lifts bow to sun, then drops quickly on the far side of 
a submerged log. Next time, however, it may fail to make 
the hurdle. Then, with skeg resting on a log and prop 
churning air, the pilot reaches behind him, shorts off the 
motor, and shifts his weight to the front of the boat. A 
healthy push with a paddle and the boat floats free. The 
pilot returns to his seat, but instead of rope-cranking his 
motor, he unfolds a pair of broken-appearing, offset oars 
fastened to either gunwale. Facing forward instead of 
toward the stern, he strokes the blades in the customary 
manner and shortly arrives at the spot to begin fishing. 

Reelfoot boats are peculiar to an area which is itself 
peculiar. According to Chickasaw Indian lore, one of their 
chieftains, handicapped by a club foot and called Reelfoot, 
had matrimonial designs on the daughter of Copiah, a 
neighboring Choctaw chief. Reelfoot made a proper ap- 
proach through channels, but was spurned because of his 
infirmity. Upset, Reelfoot called a couple of his braves to- 
gether, hatched up a moonlight snatch, and took Copiah’s 
daughter back to his Chickasaw teepee. 

God Manitou figured this was a decided breech of Indian 
etiquette and determined to tear up Reelfoot’s playhouse, 
bride and all, despite the fact that she was reasonably happy 
and doing a good job on the pemmican. So Manitou stirred 
up a tempest deep in the earth, he turned Reelfoot’s hunting 
grounds upside down and wrongside out. All that remained 
was a great lake measeled with stumps and logs. As a fitting 
memorial, it was named Reelfoot Lake. 

Scientists have another explanation. Seismograph records 
of the time indicate that a series of earthquakes in 1811 and 
1812 were responsible for forming this lake in Tennessee’s 
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In most cases the metal skeg skids up and over an 
obstruction without noticeably slowing the boat. 
Probably the most snag-proof 
craft afloat are these 


ingenious boats from Tennessee 





northwestern corner. Greatest damage was done by the 
“New Madrid Earthquake,” a shaker more violent than 
that at San Francisco. Regardless of which account you 
prefer, Reelfoot’s 27,000 acres today are a sportsman’s 
paradise. Duck hunting and bass, bream and crappie fishing 
rank among the nation’s best. One of the reasons for the 
superb fishing is the physical nature of the lake. Thousands 
and thousands of swamp forest trees, inundated when the 
Mississippi flowed over the sunken land, remain now as 
gaunt snags and hollow stumps, natural hangouts for finned 
prizes. 

Back along about the end of the century, Con Young, of 
Samburg, Tennessee, decided dugouts could be improved. 
He developed a “three-plank boat,” one plank for each side 
and one for the bottom. Its lines were somewhat similar to 
the modern Reelfooter. Con used the easily obtainable 
native woods: sassafras, oak and cypress. These woods are 
still the preferred materials for construction of Reelfoot 
Boats. Con had only the crudest of tools. It took him about 
three weeks to complete his $37.50 product, but he added 
an important innovation to the previously all wood craft. 
He covered the outside with widely spaced strips of roofing 
tin to protect the planking from Reelfoot’s underwater 
obstacle course. 

At that time the only power was elbow grease. Rowing, 
sporting dandies of the day complained, developed sore 
necks from constant swiveling as they watched for stumps 
and snags. Many squawked, but only one did anything 
about it. Fred A. Allan, of Monmouth, Illinois, developed 
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the present bow-facing oars and patented them in 1884. 
From that time on, sportsmen on Reelfoot have been able 
to watch where they are going, yet row in the accepted 
fashion. A metal center piece joining the oar halves makes 
this possible. An oar’s cut in half and an elongated, Z- 
shaped piece of metal with a free joint at either junction of 
the short arm has the blade fastened to one arm, the handle 
to the other. The Z is fastened to the gunwale by ball joints 
which allow the oar to freely move perpendicularly. Forget 
how awkward it looks and row it as with any oars. That’s 
the workings of the bow-facing oars. They'll shoot the light 
craft through the water at excellent speed and can turn 
them on a dime. 

Further development of the Reelfoot boat came in 1928 
when Boone Calhoun and his son William opened a small 
boat shop on the banks of Reelfoot to build Reelfoot boats 
and to equip them with Allan oars. About 1930, Claude 
Anders of Union City, Tennessee, became tired of rowing 
and eyed his wife’s washing machine with its 4 h.p. Briggs 
and Stratton engine. As soon as the wash was on the line, 
Claude took the engine, modified it with an extended shaft, 
installed it in his boat, and brazed a propeller to the shaft 
end. To protect the prop from the unseen logs and snags, 
he had his blacksmith fashion a sheet-iron, wedge-shaped 
skeg. This he bolted beneath the stern with a log between 
to give clearance between propeller and skeg. Thus began 
the enjoyable era of the Reelfoot log jumpers. 


Runabouls 


Soon Boone and Bill were installing motors in their boats; 
these had passed the three-plank stage and were built of as 
many planks as necessary to fit the size of the boat. Though 
the standard Reelfoot boat is 151% feet long with a 24-inch 
bottom and is sharp pointed at both ends, variations are 
made to order. Top production today is about a boat a day. 
The boats are now completely sheathed on the outside, gun- 
wales, and bottom, with aluminum or 30-gage tin. With a 
1% h.p. engine installed, the Reelfoot Boat, Wood-lifed 
and painted, will cost about $225.00, equipped with bow- 
facing oars and two seats. . 

Motor power varies from 112 to 5 h.p., depending on the 
size of the boat, and the desires of the customer. Engines 
are air cooled, run far on a small amount of gas, and give 
remarkably little trouble. They are rope-cranked just like 
a power lawnmower, with the same Briggs and Strattons, 
Clinton, Pioneers, and Lausons found on grass cutters. 

The rudder is free-bradded to a vertical iron rudder rod 
at the stern to allow give when a stump is contacted. It is 
controlled by a long, thin, iron rod attached to a joy-stick 
hinged to a boat rib at the left of the pilot. Mounted on the 
right of the pilot on the gunwale wall is the throttle for the 
motor. 

Top speed is about 6 mph with two persons aboard, the 
usual crew number. These boats are very safe, though a bit 
tippy until one becomes accustomed to them. They ride 
rough water like a cork and handle like a dream. But still, 
they’re among the oddest boats you’ve ever seen. 
—CHARLES K. RAWLS, JR. 
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Reelfoot craft stored upside down show 
the wedge-shaped skegs of sheet iron 
which act as runners over logs and snags. 


Indians, and later the early settlers, 
used dugouts. The “three-plankers” which 
followed are now bigger, as shown below. 





Though usually 15!% feet long, the modern 
Reelfooter may be built as a transom 
stern or double ender, with or without power. 





Ingenious Z-shaped oar joints allow 
the oarsman to row in a normal manner 
and still see where he is headed. 




























































MOVING SLOWLY 
WITH TIDE 





\ 


WAVES \ 


PADDLING 
BACK 


WiIKD AND 
WAVES 







GRANITE JETTY 
100 YROS. LONG 


ROUGH WATER 
WHERE TIDE 
AND INCOMING 
WAVES MEET 


A broken boat and two drowned 
passengers could have resulted 


from this sudden motor failure 


F YOU own a boat, you may suspect there are two or 

three little troubles aboard her that should be taken care 
of before you go out again. You know the rudder cables 
are getting pretty worn. You're not sure if the tempera- 
ture gauge is working just right; the engine hasn't been 
tuned up for quite a while, little things that won’t give any 
trouble and can wait a while. You'll keep an eye on them 
anyway. 

That’s the attitude I had about my aging outboard motor 
last summer. It had been rather hard to start all season, but 
I'm a big 220-pound fellow and can yank a starter cord 
hard enough to get anything going that hasn’t got concrete 
in the cylinders. So I overlooked this little thing. I did get 
around to putting in a new pair of sparkplugs and when I 
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DANGER 
50 FEET 
FROM SHORE 


By BOB WHITTIER 


Noted boating writer and authority 





So near home, and yet the waves meeting 
the outgoing tide caused turbulence 
that nearly crushed the boat on the rocks, 


““Telearned 


about boating 


from that “ 





found they didn’t do any good concluded that the breaker 
points must be in need of attention. Not only did the 
motor start hard, but it ran very poorly at low speeds and 
would conk out easily. That made me all the more certain 
that it was the breaker points. Since 1 wasn’t doing any 
trolling, this low-speed balkiness didn’t bother me; the 
motor ran fine at medium and high speeds and I figured I 
could let the points go for a while. 

It didn’t occur to me that this poor running at low speed 
could get me into a jam on the high-speed runs I was 
making out to my favorite fishing hole. 

One day after work, Dick and I decided to do a bit of 
fishing before it got dark. It was late in September, the 
summer people had all gone home except for a few strag- 
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glers, and we'd have the sea to ourselves. We got aboard 
my 14 foot utility runabout and headed down the harbor at 
a smart slip. As we approached the jetty where West Bay’s 
channel goes out into Vineyard Sound on the south shore 
of Cape Cod, I could see whitecaps outside. The tide was 
going out against the wind, and as such a condition often 
does, the outgoing current was meeting incoming waves 
and kicking up a stretch of heaving, rolling sea that could 
give a small boat a rough time. 

I knew all about such things and approached the rough 
water cautiously to “look it over” before running past the 
jetty and out onto the Sound. As the boat bobbed slowly 
down the narrow channel, we could see fairly smooth going 
beyond the area where tide and waves were meeting. I 
hauled around and went back up-channel a few hundred 
feet to talk things over. Dick was in favor of drifting 
through the rough water because once we were past it, 
we'd have no trouble at all getting out to the deep place 
where fish lurked. I agreed to give it a try. 

So I headed the bow seaward and we putt-putted down 
the cut, running parallel to the jetty of heavy granite blocks 
piled to make a finger pointing out from the shoreline 
and keep the narrow cut from silting up. | blipped the 
motor just enough to keep it from quitting or bring the 
bow back onto course as necessary. We bobbed along with 
the current and my eyes searched over the rough water 
ahead, sizing it up as we drew nearer. We got closer this 
time and I knew I didn’t like the looks of it. I hollered to 
Dick in the bow, “I’m going back, this stuff is too rough to 
fool with!” And then the motor quit cold. 

I slammed the gearshift into neutral, opened the throttle 
wide and yanked the starter cord viciously. The outboard 
roared to life, I jazzed it a few times to clear it, and throt- 
tled down to about half speed for a quick shift into ‘“For- 
ward” as the boat broached to. I shifted and opened the 
throttie . . . and the boat didn’t respond! The shearpin 
had snapped under the shock of the half-speed shift. “Dick, 
broken shearpin!” I yelled. 

He grabbed for the anchor and had it overboard faster 
than I'd ever seen one go before. It connected with the 
bottom, the rope tightened up, and the bow swung around, 
pointing up-channel against the tide and with us scarcely 
a hundred feet from the heaving, angry water just off the 
jetty’s end. So there we were . . . safely anchored in the 
middle of one hell of a fix! 

The boat was pitching on the waves. I tilted the motor 
experimentally to see what the chances were of getting at 
the shearpin. .As I leaned over the stern towards the pro- 
peller, waves reached menacingly towards the top of the 
transom. No sale! I wondered about hauling the motor 
inboard to get at the propeller in safety, but it was obviously 
going to be a risky thing to try to haul a 90 pound motor 
into a lurching 14 foot boat. It would probably get away 
from me and go overboard, or I'd lose my balance and it 
would bang down against the boat. 

What to do? We had little hope that there’d be anyone 
in the boarded-up summer cottages on shore to see our 
plight and call help. Another boat might come along in a 
few minutes, but then again it was equally possible that 
none would come between now and approaching darkness. 
We looked at each other. Then I said, “Let’s try to paddle 
over close alongside the jetty; the current may be weaker 
there and we can make our way along it back to calmer 
water.” 

So Dick hauled up the anchor and as soon as I felt it 
break free, began paddling as hard as I could. Two or three 
jabs on one side, then a few on the other, trying to keep the 
boat headed towards the jetty. Dick watched me from a 
crouching position in the bow, ready to drop the anchor 
again if I indicated we weren't making progress. Minutes 
passed. I paddled hard. My heart was thumping and I was 
gulping my breath. 

Now was the time to use some seamanship! From the 
stern of the boat, | jumped to amidships to get the boat's 
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broad planing stern oui of the water and reduce the water's 
suction on it, while at the same time presenting as much 
stern area as possible to the wind. The tide was carrying us 
seaward; I hoped that my paddling efforts plus the wind’s 
help would overcome it. The bow didn’t go down enough 
to suit me, so I clambered further forward, crowding poor 
Dick almost under the deck. He looked at me inquiringly. 
I nodded. We were moving the right way. 

Twenty feet off the jetty I yelled “Toss the anchor” and 
jumped back into the stern. Dick heaved the anchor and 
it clattered down on the rocks. We were no longer in 
danger of being carried out onto Vineyard Sound, but still 
faced the problem of getting the boat and motor (cost a 
lot of money, you know) a hundred yards up along the 
jetty to calm water. Waves were washing up over the rocks 
of the jetty and it would be touch-and-go whether we'd get 
banged all over them. Well, it was either make a try or sit 
there all night. 

Dick hauled the anchor off the rocks and I resumed pad- 
dling. The boat moved slowly, lurching along as swirling 
water carried it towards and then away from the jetty. | 
had to keep far enough away to be reasonably safe, yet not 
get so far towards the center of the channel that the tide 
would pick us up again and carry the boat seaward. Pump- 
ing hard on the paddle, I watched a certain rock. We were 
moving shoreward, albeit at a snail’s pace as the waves car- 
ried the boat to and fro. Often I'd have to interrupt my 
paddling to fend the boat away from a rock. Halfway up 
the jetty I couldn’t keep up the strenuous paddling and Dick 
took over. 

Leaning against the coaming to catch my breath, I noticed 
a large inboard boat half a mile up the channel, coming our 
way at full speed. Oh, boy! We'd been seen and help was 
coming. Dick slacked off his paddling and dropped anchor. 

The big boat, which I made out to be a sports fisherman, 
bore down on us and I began wondering what maneuvers 
he was going to make to get a line to us and not get too close 
to the jetty himself. Without slackening speed he came 
abreast of us, passed about a hundred feet away, and kept 
right on going out to sea, blasting the waves to bits with 
his powerful hull. His wake rolled our way, lifted us, and 


On a caimer day and with an overhauled 
engine, the author heads out fishing. 





banged us down on a rock. Bang! Bang! Bang! We swore 
like pirates at seagoing motorists who can’t be bothered to 
lend anyone a hand. Couldn't get the boat’s name for the 
flying spray he kicked up in his hurry to get on with his 
damned fishing. 

Wearily, we pulled up anchor again and resumed pad- 
dling. As we slowly covered the last hundred feet the cur- 
rent and waves slacked off and finally the boat drifted inside 
the jetty onto a sandy beach. We got our breaths, I fixed 
the shearpin, and we headed up-channel to try some sinker- 
bouncing for flounders. 

If you’ve got some small adjustment to take care of on 
your boat that isn’t likely to cause any real trouble, chum, 
fix it pronto!—Bos WHITTIER 
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WE CONQUERED THE 


SEA of CORTEZ 





Only by speeding along on plane could the little outboards cover the dangerous distance with their limited gas supplies. 


2 phere was still an hour away when we rowed out to 
\7 where our little fleet rocked at anchor. The five over- 
loaded boats lay low in the water, and as we clambered 
into them from the Mexican skiffs, we all felt uneasy. At 
this exact moment, our calculations proving that this trip 
was feasible looked pretty fuzzy and theoretical. 

We spent a lot of time stowing last-minute gear, for 
trim would be critically important if we hit high winds 
or rough water. The orange crown of sunrise was glowing 
over the fogbank as, one by one, we started our nine little 
outboard motors and hoisted our anchors. 

There was little banter from boat to boat. When we 
were far enough out into the gulf to clear Point San Felipe, 
we turned south by southeast and hezded for Point Fermin, 
our first landfall, 40 miles away. The trip that everyone 
called useless and foolhardy, or worse, had actually started. 

What we were trying to do was sail the Gulf of Cali- 
fornia from San Felipe to Bahia de los Angeles in outboard 
motorboats, mainly to find out if the little power plants 
could safely be used to reach some of the finest—but most 
inaccessible—fishing waters in the world. Outboards have 
made much longer trips, but this one would be on notori- 
ously treacherous seas, along one of the bleakest of coasts. 
We had been warned against it by no less a person than 
E. B. Anderson, salesman for Johnson Motors Co., makers 
of eight of our nine motors. 

“Don’t do it!” said Andy. “That gulf is dangerous. Many 
a big sea-going cruiser has been lost on it. These little 
jewelled eggbeaters just aren’t built for that kind of work.” 
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San Felipe, on the Mexican peninsula of Baja California, 
is only 350 miles, an easy day’s drive, from Los Angeles. 
From there to Bahia it’s only 160 miles, as the crow flies. 
But he flies partly over a mountaiaous desert in which there 
is not a single human habitation and partly over a barren, 
rocky coast that is equally empty of human beings. As 
far as I’m concerned, the crow can have that route. 

Sailing from point to point along the jagged coast, it is 
still probably no more than 185 miles. But point-to-point 
takes you farther out into the gulf than we cared to go. 
We planned to follow the coast closely, so we could race 
into the nearest cove in case a wind blew up. 

And they do blow up! The Sea of Cortez, as the gulf 
was once called, is a long, narrow gut of the sea, about 
750 miles long and from 75 to 150 miles wide. At its north 
end the Colorado River drains in waters accumulated from 
as far away as Idaho and Wyoming, while up from the 
Pacific roll huge tidal bores. Here, the waters are always 
in conflict. 

So is the air. The narrow peninsula is nearly all desert. 
with mountains as high as 4,900 feet. Winds off the 
Pacific gain heat and velocity as they cross it, roaring down 
on the gulf in gusts that have been estimated at 90 miles 
an hour. These winds, called “chubascos,” can rise oul! 
of a clear sky in a matter of minutes. Most of them localiz« 
at the mouths of canyons, but some rage over the entir¢ 
gulf. 

Besides the chubascos, we had another reason for hug 
ging the shore. There wasn’t a real deep-sea sailor in ou! 
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IN OUTBOARDS 


The Gulf of California 


features some of the 


world’s best fishing 


forbidding terrain. 


By BOB FRANCIS 


Experienced author and fisherman 






toe 


plus some of the most 


chances, planning for years. We felt pretty sure we could 
make it. And after the sun rose that bright April morning, 
it was impossible to feel apprehensive. The shore that had 
seemed so grim and black a few moments ago now blazed 
with the vivid bronze and red and purple of the desert. 
The water was as smooth as a mirror under us, and in- 
credibly blue. We had the whole vast gulf to ourselves, 
and there’s a real wallop in doing something that has never 
been done before. We all felt it. 

Point San Felipe faded out of sight astern. Suddenly a 
shout went up, “Corbina, corbina!” 

Ahead of us a cloud of seagulls, pelicans and terns swept 
low over the water, dipping into it to strike at small fish. 
A big school of corbina was feeding on the bottom, driving 
all the terrified small fry to the surface. The corbina’s a 
noble fighter, and we were all fishermen. We looked wist- 
fully at our tackle as we notched the throttles open. This 
was no time to stop and fish. 

A properly designed hull for an outboard will lift its 
bow out of the water as you pick up speed. The faster you 
go, the more the hull lifts, until most of your hull is 
almost riding on the surface. This action, called planing, 
can be as strenuous as broncho-riding in rough water, but 
it’s a thrill you get only in outboard boating. You're half 
in the water and half in the air, and our 25 miles an hour 
felt like 250. 





Ve ea 


Lined up in San Felipe, Mexico, the outboards are ready for launching in the Sea of Cortez. 


bunch, and our boats were only 16 feet long. But we 
Started out with implicit faith in our craft—hulls strong 
and roomy, yet light and fast. Each boat was powered by 
twin 25 h.p. or 30 h.p. outboard motors. 

It was the fifth boat, a little 14-footer with only one 
motor, that worried us. In any of our boats, if a motor 
conked out, there was still plenty of power in the other 
one to make the beach. But if the one-motor died in a 
chubasco, that boat had had it. 

Each of the big boats carried a ton of weight in crew, 
fuel, food, water and other necessities; the 14-footer only 
slightly less. There might or might not be gasoline in 
Bahia. We had to carry enough gas to get all five boats 
there, with enough left over to bring us all back in one 
boat, if we had to. 

That added up to 90 gallons each. With so much gas 
stowed in small cans everywhere, we worried more about 
fire than we did about chubascos. But we had figured our 
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With us, planing was more than a kick—it was a neces- 
sity. The lower your boat rides in the water, the more 
resistance there is against the hull, and the more fuel you 
burn. The more you plane, conversely, the less gas you 
use. We knew we had to plane most of the way to Bahia. 
If it got too rough to go that fast—well, we'd hit for the 
nearest sandy cove, run up on the beach, and hope some 
fisherman saw us before our grub ran out. 

We took turns at the wheel, keeping the shoreline five 
to ten miles off to starboard, searching it constantly for 
emergency coves. For 50 miles south of San Felipe, a 
low range of barren mountains runs along the water’s very 
edge. The glasses showed steep, hot-looking granite cliffs. 

We hoped to make it to Bahia de los Angeles in one quick 
day’s dash—two at the most. That inhospitable coast en- 
couraged us to make it in one, if it was humanly possible. 

The air warmed rapidly as we hurtled over the blue 
water, throwing out five feathery white wakes behind us. 
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Barren mountainous slopes and cliffs, with their 
chubasco winds, line this fishing paradise. 


Now and then we felt a sharp tug of wind and the water 
went choppy under us. Each time, we passed just as 
suddenly into calm, clear water, and we knew we had felt 
the breath of a minature chubasco—superheated air from 
the desert venting itself through mountain passes. 

There was always plenty to do. Only by switching tanks, 
drawing gasoline equally from port and starboard supplies, 
could we cruise at full throttle and keep our boats in tirm. 
We passed Point Fermin and veered a few points to the 
south, conforming to the coast. So far, so good. 

We had calculated that we would sight the Islas de la 
Encantada—Enchanted Islands—about 11:00 a.m., with 
any luck. People who have fished both seas say there’s 
nothing in the Caribbean to compare with the fishing waters 
around the Enchanted Islands, From there to the mouth 
of the gulf, they claim that every cubic yard of warm 
water teems with gamefish. 

We had dreamed for years of fishing there, and one of 
our excuses for making this trip was to see if they could 
safely be reached by outboard. We had agreed to stick 
together, but along about 9:30 a.M., one of our boats 
suddenly began to pull out in the lead. 

They had sighted the Enchanted Islands through their 
binoculars, an hour and a half ahead of schedule. By the 
time we caught up with them, they had been fishing for 
20 minutes at the head of San Luis, the largest of the 
isiands, a body of land four or five miles long. 

I guess we all lost our minds. We stopped, heaved out 
anchors and began to fish, when we should have been 
making knots for Bahia de los Angeles while the weather 
held. It was getting hot, and the worst spring winds rise 
in the hot afternoons. We knew that, yet we could not 
resist the temptation to test the waters about which we had 
dreamed all these years. 
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The early boat had anchored just off the seaward side 
of the north end of the island. When we stopped, they 
decided to work around to the channel side and see what 
they could strike. They left us, trolling as they went. 

We didn’t know it then, but that was the last we were 
to see of them for quite a while. 

An hour passed. The fish were hitting like crazy, but 
little by little we all got the fidgets. Somebody said, “Say, 
hadn’t we better find those guys and get going again?” 

Nobody argued. We started up and pulled around the 
north end of the island, in the channel between it and 
the coast. There was no sign. of them. We pulled together 
to confer. 

“They’ve trolled on down the channel,” we agreed. “We'll 
pick them up at the lower end of the island. Let’s go!” 

Away we went, wide open, feeling guilty because we 
had all violated our own rules of safety by wasting good 
weather and time by fishing. The channel here was about 
five miles wide, and we could see clear to the peninsula. 
The island itself was no more than five or six miles in 
length. 





Planing at better than 20 m.p.h., the little 
16-footers ran point-to-point in the open gulf. 


Halfway down the channel, white water suddenly 
boiled ahead of us. It was a reef, a bad one that stretched 
clear across to the peninsular shore. Had we hit it at full 
speed, we would have torn the bottoms out of all four 
boats. 

Luckily, we saw the reef in time to claw off. Our 
frantic littke eggbeaters screamed and we shipped water 
as we heeled, but we came around safely. Then we spent 
an hour searching for a place to cross. We did not find 
one until we were almost upon it, close in against the 
shore. 

One by one we went over, then turned back sharply 
toward the island. By then, we were not only worried about 
losing one of our boats—we were all suddenly aware that 
we had burned far too much gasoline fooling around. Our 
margin of safety was already gone. 

It was early afternoon before we dropped down to the 
end of the island. No sign of the missing boat; and a gusty 
wind was kicking up whitecaps. Again we stopped to talk 
it over. 

“Let’s work up the seaward side,” someone suggested. 
“They probably expected us to come down that way, and 
have gone up to meet us. We'll find them fishing up there 
somewhere.” 

But by the time we got back to the north end of the 
island, having cruised clear around it, we knew we had 
really lost them. Either they had slipped off, in an effort 
to beat us to Bahia—which was highly unlikely—or were 
in serious trouble. 

They could, of course, have hit the beach, for any of a 
dozen reasons, in any of the coves along the peninsula 
But which one? We veered over to the coast and cruised 
slowly southward, searching every little inlet carefully fo: 
them. 
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By the middle of the afternoon, we Knew we had barely 
enough gas left to get to Bahia; also that it was too late to 
make a run for it that day. 

Just below the Enchanted Islands, the chart showed a 
big bay, San Luis Gonzalez, known locally as San Francis- 
quito. We made a quick run for it as a sudden wind came 
up. It was only a small sample of a chubasco, hot, dry, 
and gusty, laden with desert sand as well as gulf-spray. 
But it was enough to tell us that we were through cruising 
for that day. 

You could hide a whole battle fleet in that bay, but 
the narrowness of its steep beach and the sheer rock cliffs 
behind it offered scant welcome to small boats. We had to 
explore a dozen coves before we found one where we 
could drop anchor, and go ashore and build a big drift- 
wood fire. 

We ate, and I guess we all said a little prayer for our 
missing boat when we crawled into our sleeping bags for 
the night. 

About midnight, Kenny and George, who slept lowest 
down on the beach, woke up to find themselves floating 





The campfire was welcome after the first day’s 
run. Later a night tide flooded this sleeping site. 





Cabrillo, a native variety of white sea bass, 
grow to this size in these remote waters. 





Miles from shore, the outboard wake of one boat 
from this adventurous group heads back for home. 
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out into the bay on their air mattresses. The tide had come 
in, and the whole camp was afloat. We had to turn out 
in a hurry to salvage camp gear and rations, which lay 
under three feet of water. We hastily moved to the very top 
of the beach, under the frowning granite cliffs, and turned 
in again. 

Then, in the morning, we found that the receding tide 
had stranded one boat high and dry on the rocks. There 
was nothing to do but unload it, carry everything down to 
the water, and then load up again. All this before sunrise. 

With morning, we emerged cautiously from the bay 
just as the sun rose. We put all four boats up on their 
tails and headed for Bahia as fast as their spunky little 
eggbeaters would drive them. Until we found more gasoline, 
we were stuck. Had we fooled around any longer, we 
would have had not one lost boat, but five. 

We could not even afford to hug the shoreline now. We 
ran point to point, often finding ourselves several miles 
out in the gulf, seeking the straightest possible course to 
Bahia. Thanks to empty gas cans we were all riding higher 
in the water, and we felt pretty confident of our ability to 
make the coast in any emergency. 

Several times we felt ruffles of wind that kicked up 
small seas, dying magically as soon as we passed the next 
point. This vest-pocket weather is one of the queerest 
things about this whole queer sea, but it’s something you’ve 
just got to figure on if you’re going to cruise there. 

About 9:00 a.M. we saw a dark body of land looming 
up on our port bow. According to our charts, the only 
land mass that big was Angel de la Guarda—Guardian 
Angel Island, 50 miles long and 10 wide, next to Tiburon, 
the largest island in the gulf. Just below Guardian Angel. 
across a 15-mile channel, the charts showed Bahia de los 
Angeles. 

Soon we began to see smaller islands off the peninsula. 
These could only be the Coronadoes—their local name 
and we knew we were really that far south. 

We were unprepared for the size of the bay. It was so 
big that we did not realize we had left the open gulf behind 
until, following the coast, we suddenly found Guardian 
Angel had dropped astern. Across the mouth of the bay 
stretches a great reef, the breaks in which are marked 
“Dangerous Passage” on the chart. We crossed at full 
speed, to save gas, in white water that tossed our little 
boats violently. 

Inside, in calm water, we closed ranks, stopped, and 
looked at each other hopelessly. The bay was full of coves 
—hundreds of them! In one of them, we had heard, a 
small village was hidden. But long before we could find 
it. we would be out of gas. We could distinguish nothing 
that looked like a town through the binoculars. 

We ran on, stopped, and tried the binoculars again. We 
must have done this a dozen times before I caught a twinkle 
that could come only from glass or polished metal. We 
headed for it, and within ten minutes could make out 
every detail of the little village. We squinted anxiously as 
we ran into one of the prettiest little coves I have ever 
seen. Our hearts fell. 

There was no sign of the missing boat. 

A goodlooking Mexican came down to meet us as we 
waded ashore, tired and discouraged, with our arms full 
of gear. 

“Looking for your friends?” he said cheerfully in Eng- 
lish. 

For a moment, we could only stare at him. 

“They went fishing.” 

“Fishing?” we shouted. 

“Sure! They got in last night. I told them you’d be in 
sometime today, and what good would it do to sit around 
and fret?” 

Ontero Diaz is the sole proprietor of Bahia de los 
Angeles—pop. 18—with a guest-house, an ice plant, a 
fine artesian well, a landing strip for small planes, his own 
yacht harbor, and a well-deserved reputation among an 

(continued on page 77) 
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Illustrations by John Groth 























LEARN FIRST AID 


By LAWTON CARVER 
POPULAR BOATING'’s fishing columnist and authority 


OHN GROTH, the artist, and I were fishing the upper 
J reaches of the famed Esopus in the Catskills one bright 
spring day, and catching very little of anything, when of 
a sudden I hooked something that brought forth an echoing 
yell. What I had hooked with a size 12 Ratface McDougal 
dry fly was Mr. Groth personally. The catch was made on 
my backcast when the artist walked into reach behind me 
while | was wholly preoccupied with working on a rising 
fish in the pool over there. We cut the leader and took 
Mr. Groth to a doctor who messed up the fly disengaging 
it from a place near the temple, whereupon Mr. Groth 
bought me a new fly and apologized. 

Too many years before that to dwell on the time, while 
fishing the Singing River in the Pascagoula Swamps of 
Mississippi, this writer hooked a black bass and in clutching 
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for the thoroughly alive and kicking fish grabbed the plug 
by mistake and set one cluster of gang hooks in the palm 
of one hand and another cluster in the fingers of the other 
hand. This was something like being handcuffed, but more 
painful. A youthful companion insisted upon pulling the 
hooks out and almost did, flesh and all. 

A friend of early bird-hunting days in the south, by name 
Dode Schreiber, got himself hit by a rattler and nearly died 
because he drank a half pint of whiskey soon as he could 
get to it and at about the same time put a split chicken on 
the wound in keeping with the remedy then prevalent for : 
dose of such venom. Eventually a doctor was called anc 
none too soon. 

A lady wearing shorts and unused to the major and mino! 
discomforts lurking in the outdoors stopped in somebody: 
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Outdoorsmen, in and 
out of boats, should 
know how to prevent 
these accidents— 
and what to do next 


if they should occur 


You may be the one who must know how to splint a broken leg. 


apple orchard en route to a lake to do some rowing and in 
picking up the apples shaken from a tree into the weeds and 
grass acquired blisters and an itch that nearly drove her 
berserk until she found out it was poison ivy and got some 
relief. 

A friend coming back from Florida aboard his cruiser 
thinks he dropped a lighted match to what he thought was 
a safe place, except that there are no safe places to drop 





A boat can seem very remote with no first aid kit along. 
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lighted matches on boats. In any case there may have been 
some gas vapors in the engine housing or in the bilge. He 
came to in a hospital badly shaken up, but not seriously 
burned, only medium well done in spots. 

Accidents can happen, a philosopher or outdoor writer 
once said, and another standing nearby added, not only that, 
they always will, while the third one, who was the wisest of 
them all, pointed out that few people boating or fishing or 
hunting know what to do about accidents to perhaps save 
an arm or a leg or even a life until medical aid can be 
obtained. This needed medical aid often is at some distant 
point. Delay increases the perils. 

John W. Randolph suggests in his “Wood, Field and 
Stream” New York Times column what he regards as the 
next best thing to being accompanied by a doctor any time 
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you step beyond the bounds of your community. The vet- 
eran newspaper and magazine writer urged that everybody 
spend a couple of hours with a good book on first aid and 
augment the knowledge by carrying a pocket size first aid 
kit when fishing, hunting or boating. 

As for the book, one of the most comprehensive seems 
to be “The Complete Book of First Aid,” published by 
Bantam paperbacks, selling for 50 cents and written by 
John Henderson, M.D., F.A.C.S., medical director of John- 
son & Johnson, manufacturers of medical supplies. Any one 
of several first aid kits put out by the same company will fit 
in the pocket of hunter or fisherman or be out of the way 
aboard small craft 

The book is not specifically for the outdoorsman but 
covers virtually everything in the way of accidents or illness 
likely to happen indoors or out. First aid instructions are 
complete. In some instances they are accompanied by 
illustrations. 

An illustrated chapter on first aid for cuts, burns and 
other injuries that can happen outdoors is particularly im- 
portant as are chapters on reptiles, venomous plants and 
similar subjects which can be read and absorbed quickly for 
use when needed, probably a long way from home and 
medical aid. With spring just around the nearest corner and 
boating and fishing activity about to bust out like blossoms 
all over, this is as good a time as any to anticipate things 
that probably won’t but certainly can happen. 

Dr. Henderson’s book, herewith being scanned prelim- 
inary to its being added to usual fishing accoutrements, 
leaves nothing unsaid and will be in with the rest of the gear 
—along with the pocket size first aid kit—just in case. 


(continued on page 83) 





Snake bite will require prompt, and accurate, attention. 
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Construction of this 
stylish runabout was 
studied step-by-step 


by our author 





By HANK WIEAND BOWMAN 


Experienced boating technician and racing reporter 


'HEN inclement weather puts you in dry dock, you 
don’t have to give up your boating hobby—at least not 
if you have any do-it-yourself spark. Why not try your hand 
at boat building? Available now are plans, patterns, frame 
kits, and complete knock-down and ready-to-assemble kits. 
Earlier this year, Glen L. Marine Designs of Compton, 
Calif., introduced the L. Dorado, an outboard sports run- 
about as ultra-modern in appearance as the latest Detroit 
fish-tailed automobile and one that is bound to make plenty 
of outboarders want to try their hands at boat building. 
The 13’ semi-V-bottom sheet-ply-planked sportster gives 
the illusion of speed, even laying-to in the water. Flow- 
ing lines of the after section, more than average flaring 
bow, generous deck, and the modern split-back front seats 
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with easy access to both cockpits add up to an exciting 
looking job. The approximately 260-pound hull, with an 
extreme beam of 68”, has proved to be more than adequatc 
as a ski-tow boat with no noticeable tendency to stern-squal 
under load. L. Dorado handles well with a practical, prove 
bottom design. The superstructure offers added stiffenin; 
as well as cosmetic appeal. 

With these factors favoring its design, POPULAR BOAT 
ING’s editors checked into L. Dorado’s hull constructio! 
methods, studied the plans and patterns, and decided th: 
the average amateur builder could put together the hu 
without encountering any major assembly difficulties. 1] 
prove out the construction, we had an entire boat built fro: 
scratch. So here’s the L. Dorado—a different appearin 
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runabout, though its construction is basically the same as 
that for any sheet planked plywood hull. 

L. Dorado can be bought in one of two ways. For the 
more-skilled home hobbiest, $16.25 buys a complete plan 
set plus full size patterns for the stem, breasthook, knee, 
carling and tail contour with half sections of the frames 
and transom. For the builder who is tackling his first boat, 
however, we recommend an L. Dorado frame kit, which 
was used to build the boat pictured. The frame kit contains 
all the basic parts, pre-cut and assembled, required for the 
framework of the boat. The longitudinal strength members, 
the plywood skin or planking and securings are bought lo- 
cally to eliminate freight charges. The frame kit with com- 
pletely assembled frames, stem breastwork, transom and 
transom knees, plus a plan set and full instructions, lists at 
$88. The transom supplied with the frame kit is accurately 
cut to shape from %4” marine plywood framed with solid 
mahogany. The frames are machined to shape from ma- 
hogany and are fully notched for chines, sheers, and other 
longitudinals. Marine plywood reinforcing gussets secure 
the frames at the corners. The stem supplied is machined 
from laminated plywood, molded to a 4” width with 142” 
thickness. The breasthook, also of laminated plywood, is 
142” thick, designed to lock notch with the stem. 

The marine plywood transom knees are cut to proper 
shape and are ready to mount to the transom and the keel. 





The L. Dorado frame kit pictured here costs only 
$88 and includes all the basic parts, pre-cut 

and assembled, for the framework of the boat, 
plus full instructions and a bill of materials. 
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In the following complete list of materials which the 
builder may purchase locally, a choice of wood is given. 
The lumber selected should be first grade and free from 
knots or shakes (fissures or cracks). For members such as 
keel, chines, battens and sheer clamps, white oak, Philip- 
pine mahogany, or sitka spruce may optionally be used. 
Oak offers the greatest strength but it is the heaviest of the 
three, mahogany has the better appearance, and spruce is 
of the lightest weight. Our own choice would favor oak 
for the keel and chines, spruce for battens, sheers and other 
longitudinals, with mahogany elsewhere. Plywood should 
be of full marine type. To be certain of this, look for edge 
stamping DFPA-EXT AA grade. Plywood thicker than 
44" should be five-ply. Douglas Fir plywood is quite satis- 
factory though for the topside surfaces where a natural 
finish may be desired, mahogany-faced ply is recommended. 
Floorboards should be exterior plywood but may be AB 
grade—that is, good finish on one side only. 

Fastenings should be bronze, cadmium plated or hot 
dipped galvanized iron. Brass should be used only in non- 
stress areas since brass has a tendency to fracture under 
strain. Where nails are used, they should be Monel “Anchor 
Fast” or “Annular Ring” type bronze nails. 

All mating surfaces should be iiberally coated with re- 
sorcinol or urea resin type glue, clamped or fastened se- 
curely in order to bond. Temperature instructions should 
be followed. On planking joints which will be located at or 
below the waterline, either a flexible marine mastic or Avio 
type glue may be used. 

In addition to the pre-fabricated parts supplied with the 
frame kit, the following materials are required. Lumber 
listed in all cases allows excess length for fitting, widths are 
actual sizes and thicknesses are actual except for those listed 
as 1”, which are standard four-quarters material finished as 
fully as possible. It is a practice of lumber dealers to list 
as 1” those cuts which were 1” before final finishing. In 
actuality these 1” thicknesses are a fraction of an inch less 
thick due to the finishing process. This will not affect con- 
struction as the slight deficiency has been compensated for 
in the plans. 


Recommended for the skilled home hobbyist and costing 
only $16.25 is a complete plan set of the L. Dorado, 

plus full size patterns. Here builder is assembling 
gussets at the chine joint to the cut frame member. 
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Pictured here is the stem, breasthook assembly being 
fitted in forward frame; jig is made of scrap lumber. 


Visible here is basic framework with keel and chine 
log assembled. Sheer clamp now gets sprung in place. 


For greater bending ease the sheer clamp is built 
up from two laminations of 5g” x14” material. 


A piece of scrap plywood is used to check the true 
fairing of arced section of hull visible here. 
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ITEM 
Planking—bottom 
Planking—side 
Seats, inner tails, 

floorboards, etc. 
Decking 


Keel 
Chines 


Sheer Clamps 
Battens 


Outer Keel (optional 
aluminum fin) 


MATERIAL No. PCS. SIZE 


D.F. Plywood 
D.F. Plywood 


D.F. Plywood 
Mahogany or 
D.F. Plywood 
Oak, Spruce or 
Mahogany 
Oak, Spruce or 
Mahogany 
Spruce 
Oak, Spruce or 
Mahogany 
Oak, Spruce or 
Mahogany 





Carling 
Dashboard beam 
Seat back beam 
Seats, well and 
misc. blocking 
Deck battens 
Strongback 
Fin blocking 
Bumper rails 


Mahogany 
Mahogany 
Spruce or Mahog. 


Mahogany 
Spruce or Mahog. 
Spruce or Mahog. 
Mahogany 
Mahogany 


1 %4"x4’x14’ 
2 %4"x30"x14’ 


4 "x4’x8’ 
4 "x3'x8’ 
1”x3”x9'6” 


1”x2”x14’ 
¥e"x1¥4"x14’ 


1”x2”x10' 


1”x2"x7’ 
1"x6"x7'6" 
1”x6"x6’ 

1 "x4"x4'6" 
approx. 12 ran- 
dom board feet 

1”x2"x4’6” 

1°x2"x6' 
2”x6"x18” 
gk Pag ey 


gg er re ee ee ee 1 gross 
yee of Ee SP errr ee 


1%" #8 F.H. Screws 


1 gross 


1” nails, approximately 700 (usually 2 Ibs.) 

2 galvanized carriage bolts, 44"”x5’%2” with washers. 

Glue, plastic resin type “Weldwood,” 5 Ibs., or comparable 
volume of resorcinol type. 


The following table is compiled to give a 
for type and number of fastenings -used 


structural members. 


Members 


Breasthook to stem 

Frame #2 to stem 

Keel to frames and 
transom 

Keel to stem 

Battens to frames, stem 
and transom 

Chines to frames, stem 
and transom 

Sheer to frames, stem 
and transom 

Sheer laminations 

Transom knee to 
transom and keel 

Plywood planking to 
chine, stem & transom 

All %4” plywood to 
other members 

Carling to frames and 
dash beam & transom 

Strongback and battens 
to deck beams 

Decking to all members 

Misc. 1” member to 
other members 


Size Type 
2” #10 Screws 
2” #10 Screws 


2” #10 Screws 
14” Carr. Bolts 


2” #10 Screws 


2” #10 Screws 


2” #10 Screws 
Nails 


#8 Screws 
#8 Screws 
#8 Screws 
2” #10 Screws 


2” #10 Screws 
a Nails 


2” #10 Screws 


ready reference 
on the various 


No. Required 
2 required 
2 required 


2 each member 
2 required 


1 each member 
1 each member 


1 each member 
8” apart 


4 each member 
3” apart 
4” apart 
2 each member 


1 each member 
2” apart 


as required 








First step before construction begins is to make a jig or 
building form. Don’t let this throw you; it’s a simply-built 
structure. The form consists of two parallel 2” x 6” members 
which are spaced 20” apart and framed so that their top is 
28” above the floor level. The members should be sup- 
ported on legs anchored securely to two other longitudinal 
sections of wood—2 x 4’s will suffice. The bottom longi- 
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First to be applied are the 
side planks, which should be 
temporarily held in place by 
clamps (see photo at right) to 
facilitate marking around the 
chine, sheer, stem and transom. 


Surfaces designed to be flat must be checked with 
a straight edge and all ridges carefully removed. 


tudinals may have to be shimmed so that the building form 
is perfectly level in both directions. Anchor it securely to 
prevent any fore and aft movement or side swaying. The 
braces at the after end where the transom is to be secured 
are angled outward at 12 degrees or 242” for each 12” in 
height of the form. The details of notching and location 
of frame notches in the building form are shown in the 
Glen-L Marine design sheets which accompany the frame 
kit. 

Perfect positioning of the frames, transom, stem and 
breasthook on the form are essential. If the building form 
is completely level during assembly you will be able to use 
a level to plumb your frames vertically and check from 
chine point to chine point. Particularly at this stage of 
construction, accuracy is most important. Any deviation 
is likely to throw out the lines of the hull and affect its 
performance. 
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After side planking 
is applied, builder se- 
cures first half of 
bottom planking, 
which is then faired 
at stem. At left, a 
frame work member 
is coated with glue. 
Mastic may be option- 
ally applied at water 
seams, if so desired. 
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To insure that they will butt properly, great care 
should be taken in preparing the edges of planking. 


After fitting bottom planking to side 
planking, former is screwed to chine. 


as 


The breasthook, which on the L. Dorado is fabricated 
from two layers of 34” plywoed, is designed to notch-lock 
with the stem. It provides the strength member at the unit- 
ing or juncture point of the planking at the bow. The breast- 
hook must be positioned 514” from the floor level, or if the 
fioor is not level, then it should be accurately positioned 
exactly 2234” below the extended level of the building- 
form top line. Pre-fabricated frame #3 is set into a 2” 
deep notch cut at the forward end of the building form. 
The stem, that is the curved piece of laminated plywood to 
which the planking is secured at the forward end, is se- 
cured to frame #3 and to the breasthook with 2” #10 
screws. Frame #2 is positioned 36” aft of frame #3 in 
a 2” notch in the building form. Frame #1 rests on top of 
the building form 36” aft of frame #2 and is temporarily 
held in position by blocks secured fore and aft of the frame 
on the building form as can be noted in the picture. 

The transom is temporarily fastened to the 12 degree 
angled rear section of the building form. 

From this point, the L. Dorado construction plans and 
written instruction sheets will carry the builder forward 
step by step, from the bolting on of the 1” x 3” x 96” long 
keel to the final fitting and securing of the decking and trim 
strips. 

There are certain pitfalls that can be avoided by the 
inexperienced builder with a bit of forewarning. The builder 
should keep in mind that no hasty cutting of materials 
should be done. Label materials before any assembly is 
attempted in order to avoid cutting the wrong piece. Though 


Note here transition in bottom Decking area is faired after Here builder prepares to in- 
planking from lap to butt joint. first removing hull from jig. stall back of forward seat. 


Being faired here is last half of 
bottom as it laps the outer side. 


the ideal way to build is to pre-cut all members, such as 
battens, sheers and the tail sections, in advance of assem- 
bly, there will always be some builders who will want to 
get on with the job. These impatient characters will install 
each new piece as soon as it’s cut to size rather than doing 
all the preparatory work first. In the long run this latter 
approach is more time consuming, but the job is supposed 
to be fun so tackle it the way it offers you the most pleasure. 
Either way will work out with this kit, but there are certain 
steps in the construction where haste will create far greater 
work later on. Unless you don’t mind crawling into con- 
fined spaces and dribbling plywood sealer and varnish all 
over your face and having it run down your wrists, be cer- 
tain to seal and varnish those areas which will be decked 
over later. These will include the underside of the forward 
decking, motor-weli cover, the bridge deck area behind the 
seats, and the tail section. Keep in mind, however, that 
those areas which are to be glued to strength members will 
form a stronger bond and will hold much more securely if 
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Port side forward sec- 
tion of hull has been 
partially faired and 
builder is now in the 
process of fitting the 
carling and tail sec- 
tion into place. Tem- 
plates are furnished, 
so members are pre- 
cut to the exact size. 








After interior work is installed The tail section on the port side has been 
decking is scribed and nailed down. capped and now builder is scribing other half. 


they are not wholly pre-finished. This will mean that, in 
some cases, edges that will receive support should be left 
untouched. 

The single most important item to insure proper per- 
formance of the finished outfit is to keep a constant check 
to see that all mating parts are properly faired. Fairing 
simply means that frames, chines (the strength member 
to which the sides and bottoms are fixed), sheers (the longi- 
tudinal strength members where the deck and sides meet), 
stem, keel (longitudinal center beam of the boat) and tran- 
som must be properly bevelled so that the planking will 
mate snugly on all of these surfaces. A number of tools 
can be used for fairing. A block plane is used where rela- 
tively large sections are to be faired. A rasp, power sander 
or hand sanding block will take care of smaller areas. 

The L. Dorado, as you have already noted, is referred 
to as a 13-footer. Actually it is a few inches under 13’ 
in centerline length but it requires 14’ lengths of sheet 

(continued on page 78) 
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This hull has been completely fiberglassed to prevent 
it from checking and to seal the edges of the plywood. 
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With level floor, room to work, and basic tools, boat building with a kit can become a family project. 


KITS can save you money 


Your best buy can be one of the new kit boats, 


bought now and built in time for summer sailing 


By BEN OLDS 


Boat-building author and authority 


Mo" style, more room, greater safety and structural 
strength—all these 1957 trends in ready-made pleasure 
craft are evident as well in this year’s crop of kit boats. 
And the kit-boat designers have added a few new twists 
of their own, besides. 

As with factory-builts, there are two-toned color schemes, 
wrap-around windshields, and flared, fanned sterns remi- 
niscent of the rear ends of some °57 cars. The rising popu- 
larity of higher-horsepower outboard motors has led to 
the development of new kit-boat models that are structur- 
ally stronger than their predecessors, have a higher stern 
freeboard, a motor well, and bulkhead forward of the motor 
mounting. 

Several makers (Custom Craft’s, catalog this year lists 
100 different models, 8 to 22 feet long) have expanded 
their lines, with increased emphasis on longer, beamier, 
safer, family-fun-type craft. Worth roting also is the con- 
tinuing growth of interest in “kits” that leave the factory in 
more advanced stages of assembly than the older (but still 
52 


popular) precut and preformed types. The newer kit varie- 
ties range from bare hulls, either molded or assembled, to 
finished boats needing only paint. 

Nearly all the hull materials found in factory-built craft 
are available in kit form too: molded plywood, birch, glass 
fiber, plastic, and reinforced plastic; metal; lapstrake; sheet 
plywood; and such combined constructions as sheet-ply- 
wood-lapstrake and sheet-plywood-glass-fiber. 

Some kit-boat lines this year also feature kits that are 
adaptable, without additional materials or plans, to an in- 
board or outboard motor and to different decking, seating, 
and/or cabin arrangements. Consumer reaction to earlier 
efforts has led several companies to further simplify assem- 
bly methods and clarify instructions. 

Custom Craft, U-Mak-It, and Chris-Craft are among the 
companies featuring innovations in 1957. Among U-Mak- 
It’s 14 hull and three cabin kits this year are five lapstrake 
models, said to be the first such ever offered in knocked- 
down form. The framework and sheet-plywood bottom 
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planking of these are similar to those of other U-Mak-It 
models, but the side planking consists of individual over- 
lapping, interlocking strakes, or planks, each precut, bev- 
eled, and notched to fit with all adjoining parts. The home 
assembler fastens the planking down with nuts and bolts 
and seals the seams with a special sealer that comes with the 
kit. All five models are open boats, four of them 14-footers 
and one a 19-foot “Texan Skiff.” Prices: $235-$278 for the 
14-foot utility and runabout kits, $595 for the 19-foot skiff. 

New in the Custom Craft line is its series of four Thun- 
derbolt runabout models (13 to 16 feet long) with “Flying 
Sterns.” The Flying Stern is a U-shape pontoonlike struc- 
ture that cradles one or two outboard motors between its 
sternward-projecting arms. Among the manufacturer’s 
claims for it: greater structural strength; a 20%-25% re- 
duction in planing surface at high speeds, with a propor- 
tionate reduction in drag and gain in speed; and more 
buoyancy at rest and at low speeds. 


Rocket runabout and 12’ rowboat below are two from the 
kit boat line of C. R. Dillabaugh Company, Portland, Ore. 
Made of marine ply, the 14 Rocket features split center 
deck, lazy-back seat, front steering; rowboat has transom 
cutout for outboard, reinforced stem and gunwales. Both 
are shown in completed but unpainted condition. Other 
models include 16’ Rocket and units without center deck. 
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Christ-Craft kits, above, range from 8’ pram, $61, to 14’ 
Comet runabout, $288, top, to cabin cruisers designed to 
use outboard or inboard power. Most kits include 
plans and fastening specifications, screws in sizes 
needed plus screwdriver, bedding compound, glue, all 
necessary wood, shipping case which may serve as jig, 
and in some cases hardware as well. Cabin roof of 
latest model cruisers is now supplied in one-piece 
fiberglas plastic that simplifies assembly and gives a 
visored effect over cabin’s wraparound windshield. 
The 19’ outboard cruiser is $1062 for hull and cabin. 














Roberts Kit Craft boats 
include the Atlantic, Super 
Rocket, and sailing Sea 
Shell at right. The 13’ At- 
lantic is $220 as a kit, 
$575 completed; Rocket 
will do 36 m.p.h. with 10 
h.p. motor and is $175 kit; 
the Sea Shell for sail is 
$150 as a kit or $270 com- 
pleted, for oars or sail. 





Custom Craft offer kits in a wide variety of sizes, and 
stages of completion. At top is the 14’ runabout with 
walk-thru center deck. Center is Viking 20’ runabout, 
priced from $795 at basic kit to $1945 custom finished. 
Viking 20 express inboard is $795 to $1095 formed hull kit, 
$1225 to $1575 semi-finished, and custom finished to $1945. 


Available from U. S. Molded Shapes with all parts precision 
cut at the factory, the 14’ molded hull Tern has a 66” 


beam, seats four, and will take outboards of 15 h.p. and up. 


Custom Craft’s Viking and Victory series of 18- to 21- 
foot cruisers incorporate two new features: a bulkhead type 
of construction that eliminates frames entirely and an op- 
tional “Flying Transom,” which accommodates one or two 
motors and an auxiliary gas tank. While the two bulkheads 
of these models are 20% lighter than conventional framing, 
they are 20% stronger and twice as stiff, the company says. 
The Flying Transom, being rubber-mounted outside the 
hull, cuts vibration and motor noise and, by getting the 
motor and auxiliary fuel tank completely out of the hull, 
increases usable cockpit space. A new plastic kit will be 
announced shortly. 

Chris-Craft kit cruisers now feature preformed plastic 
cabin roofs for easier and better installation. 

More than 50 firms now seli partially assembled or unfin- 
ished boats. Nearly every type of craft—from 8-foot pram 
(typical kit price, about $50) to 45-foot two-masted 
schooner (about $14,000)—can be bought in kit form. 
There are 10-foot racing prams ($100-$165), 10- to 14-foot 
rowboats and skiffs ($60-$115), 12- to 18-foot outboard 
utility boats ($70-$400), 12- to 21-foot outboard and in- 
board runaboats ($75-$650), 16- to 23-foot outboard cruis- 
ers ($350-$900), 18- to 38-foot inboard cruisers ($575- 
$6,500), a 45-foot power yacht (about $10,000), and 12- 
to 28-foot sailboats ($160-$4,500). Also, you can choose 
from a number of different designs in houseboats, hydro- 
planes, catamarans, duck boats, and kayaks. 

The term “kit boat” is used for a diversity of packages 
ranging from a few basic parts to fully assembled, but un- 
painted, boats. Savings in relation to factory-completed 
craft run from over 50% down to 10%, but the saving 
varies from company to company and from model to model 
of the same company. 

Here is a brief description of the six main kit types, start- 
ing with the one that requires the most work by the home 
builder, hence saves him the most money in relation to the 
cost of a factory-completed boat, and progressing toward 
the fully-assembled, or semifinished type, which takes the 
least work and saves you the least. 

In a “short” kit, the hardest parts to make—the frames, 
stem, transom, knees, etc.—are supplied precut and pre- 
assembled. You buy the rest of the materials—including 
the wood for the longitudinal members, the decking, the 
side and bottom planking, the seats, etc.—locally, thus sav- 
ing shipping costs on these generally longer, heavier, or 
bulkier pieces. The kit, which costs only about a third as 
much as a kit containing all the necessary wood parts, in- 
cludes complete plans and, in some cases, paper patterns for 
the missing parts. 

Both precut and preformed kits contain all the wood, 
screws, nuts, bolts, glue, and seam compound needed to put 
the boat together. Some also include paint, varnish, primer, 
hardware, a crate to be used as a construction jig, and even 
a screwdriver. In most kits of both types, the frames, stem, 
and transom come already assembled, but with a precut kit, 
these are merely cut; you have to notch them to receive 
the keel, chines, and battens, bevel them to fit the curvature 
of the planking, trim the planking, decking, etc. 

In a preformed kit, however, the precise cutting, the bev- 
eling and notching, and some or all of the screw- and bolt- 
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A new set of Champions puts fresh life 
into your engine in these 4 ways 


1. Easier Starting—Outboard or inboard, starting’s a 
snap with a new set of Champions. Special gap design, 
5-rib insulator combine to speed starting, save battery wear. 


2. Greater Economy—For extra 3. More Power—Again and again 
cruising fun from your gasoline dollars, race results prove any engine does its 
replace gas-wasting old plugs with full- best with Champions. Every class of 
firing Champions. Powerfire electrode National Stock Outboard title race was 
gives top mileage. won by Champion-powered craft. 


Nothing can ruin your fun faster than poor engine 
performance caused by worn, misfiring plugs—and 


4. Smoother Idle —Champion’s 
special gap design greatly reduces 
danger of fouling that can cause mis- 
fires and rough operation at low speed 
.-. gives smooth trolling, easy docking. 


nothing can give you better spark plug performance Experienced Skippers Choose 


than a new set of Champions. Victories in races from 
the Harmsworth to stock outboard competitions prove 
that any engine does its best with Champion Spark 
Plugs. Put new life into your boating—by putting new 


Champions into your engine. And get this same fine SPARK PLUGS 


Champion performance whenever you buy spark plugs 


—for your power equipment, truck, or car. CHAMPION SPARK PLUG Co. ©& TOLEDO 1, OHIO 
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Craft like the Alcort Sailfish, right, are 
small enough to make construction less of 
a chore. The home builder may employ a 
number of shortcuts to avoid buying extra 
tools. Note at right how rope is being 
used to draw side planks into place for 
fastening, rather than employing clamps. 


The ambitious builder looking for a large 
kit can find a choice from 17’ to 34 from 
Bay City Boats. At right is the Bay Craft 
28’ pre-assembled Mariner cruiser. At far 
right is one of the Luger kits, a 12’ run- 
about priced $125 including prepaid freight. 


hole drilling are done at the factory, leaving to you only the 
work of setting up the parts, fastening them together, and 
finishing the boat with paint, varnish, and hardware. Most 
preformed kits are factory-assembled over master forms 
and then disassembled for shipping. While a precut kit gen- 
erally costs less than a comparable preformed kit, you will 
save a third to over half of the price of the finished boat 
with either type. 

You can buy a molded hull of plywood, glass fiber, plas- 
tic, reinforced plastic, a metal hull, or an assembled sheet- 
plywood or lapstrake hull and save up to 30% of the fin- 
ished-boat cost by yourself installing the seats or cabin, the 
hardware, and the trim (which may or may not come with 
the hull) and doing the finishing. Some molded hulls are 
delivered without even the transom. Others, like U. S. 
Molded Shapes’ four kits (14-, 19-, 21-, and 24-foot hulls), 
come with hull sections, molded stem, keel, transom, gun- 
wales, decking, fasteners, adhesives, etc.—all necessary 
parts except paint, varnish, and hardware. For an extra 
$24, the company will assemble the hull halves of the 14- 
foot runabout and install the transom, keel, keelson, string- 
ers, sheer clamps, and dash beam. 

Next in line come cabin cruisers with both hull and cabin 
assembled, but separate and unfinished. 

Last stop before the finished product is a fully assembled 
boat lacking only paint and varnish. Savings here range 
from about 20% down to 10%. 

A number of manufacturers offer boats in as many as five 
different stages of completion, including fully finished ones. 
Robert McKean, Mamaroneck, N. Y., builder of Blue Jay 
sloops, for example, offers preformed kits, assembled hulls 
(with other parts precut), and semifinished, finished, and 
deluxe-finished boats. Custom Craft sells short and pre- 
formed kits, and semifinished and finished boats. 
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Shown sailing far left is a McKean kit-built 
Blue Jay day sailer. Sailing instructors at the 
Eastern Yacht Club in Marblehead, Mass. work 
on one of a number of the craft constructed there. 
Basic kit is $398; with hull assembled: $450; 
Complete and ready for paint and hardware: $525. 


Besides saving you money to start with, a kit costs only 
one third to half as much to ship as a built-up boat. Except 
when a large craft is being shipped a long distance, shipping 
charges are a minor item in the cost of a kit boat. Typical 
charges for a 16-foot runabout kit, shipped from a Mid- 
western factory: to Los Angeles, $33; to New York or New 
Orleans, $15. One kit maker, Luger Industries of Minne- 
apolis, includes the cost of shipping in the price of its kits. 

Important though economy may be, it isn’t the only rea- 
son for buying a kit. To the novice, a kit offers the satisfac- 
tion that comes from making something useful and hand- 
some with his own hands—but without demanding too 
much from him in the way of technical skill. For the 
skilled craftsman, a kit can be a prodigious saver of time 
and work. Also, since the principal kit makers are expe- 
rienced boat builders as well, their kits were designed by 
expert naval architects, and, in most cases, the woods, hard- 
ware, fastenings, compounds, and finishing materials sup- 
plied are the right ones for the job. This is important, 
because such materials often are hard to find locally— 
especially at prices comparable with those the kit-boat com- 
panies, which buy them in quantity, are able to offer. 

Building a kit boat can be a family project. A man who 
assembled a Sailfish kit (Alcort, Inc., Waterbury, Conn.), 
reported his wife and children, down to the three-year-old, 
joined in the project. 

Even considering all these advantages, should you your- 
self buy a kit boat? There are five main questions you ought 
to ask yourself before deciding: (1) Do I have enough 
woodworking skill, or knack, to do the job well? (2) Can 
I give enough time to it? (3) Do I have adequate working 
space? (4) Will I save enough money to make the effort 
worthwhile? (5) Do I really want to do it? 

(continued on page 66) 
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Nowadays, you cover a lot of water to catch your limit! For 
that you need the most versatile of motors . . . the OLIVER 16! 
Creeps for trollers, yet matches your eagerness to get from one 
favorite fishing spot to the next . . . fast! Progressive Oliver 
engineering gives you this exceptional power range, plus optional 
electric starting, full shift, hundreds of hours of extra life, and 
economical operation. Make an unusual trade-in deal at your 
Oliver dealer now. He’s listed in the Yellow Pages. And see the new 
6 and 35, too. Oliver Outboard Motors are made for all-around 
family fun, so make every week-end a vacation with an Oliver. 


Send now for 
FREE full color brochure 
on new Oliver line. 


OLIVER OUTBOARD MOTORS, 438 East Michigan, Battle Creek, Michigan 


Division of the Oliver Corporation, Manufacturers of the Finest in Farm and Industrial Equipment 
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Enjoy your boat more! 


Equip it with simple, smooth, 
positive-acting 


TRU-LAY 


PUSH-\\\. 


REMOTE CONTROLS 


Be done with hard-to-manage 
turnbuckles, pulleys, ropes and rigging 
on your boat. Ask your dealer about 
the new long-life TRU-LAY PUSH-PULL 
cables that give easy, positive control 
and never wear out. 


As steering control with rack-and- 
pinion and other types of 
mechanical devices 


Leading manufacturers make many 
uses of TRU-LAY PUSH-PULL flexible 
cables as remote controls on both in- 
board and outboard motor boats. 

Ask to have them installed 

Acco in your new boat. Or, get the 
ar benefit of them NOW— in your 
present boat. TRU-LAY Remote 
Controls are easy to install. 
Ask your marine supply dealer. 


Automotive and Aircraft Division 
AMERICAN CHAIN & CABLE 





601-P Stephenson Bidg., Detroit 2 
2216-P South Garfield Ave., Los Angeles 22 
929-P Connecticut Ave., Bridgeport 2, Conn. 
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BOAT CLUB BEACONS 


(Reports of club events conducted to 
further community boating facilities, 
welfare, and water safety will be wel- 
comed for publication in this column. 
POPULAR BOATING will pay $10 
for each report published. The edi- 
tors, of course, reserve the right to de- 
termine what material merits publica- 
tion and to edit all submissions. Re- 
ports should be sent to Virginia Hewel, 
The Boat Club Beacon, POPULAR 
BOATING, 366 Madison Ave., New 
York 17, N. Y.) 


BOATING TAKES TO THE 
AIR WAVES 
We of the 7th District Coast Guard 
Auxiliary are making plans for a ra- 


dio quiz for school children on “Com-. 


, 


mon Sense in Boating.” This is an- 
other example of the Auxiliary’s in- 
creased use of radio and television to 
bring the safe-boating message to the 
public. For the past 12 months sta- 
tion WSUN-TV, St. Petersburg, Fla., 
has given free time for a half-hour 
weekly program on boating safety. 
Auxiliary programs devoted to acci- 
dent prevention afloat are under the 
direction of J. E. Lewis, Commander 
of the St. Petersburg flotilla, and J. L. 
Goodier, chairman of the television 
committee. 


SUMMER RIVER FESTIVAL 

Windmill Pointe may have a sum- 
mer river festival of its own if present 
plans materialize. At a meeting of 
club race officials a tentative schedule 
was drawn up, with our Detroit Me- 
morial Power Regatta scheduled for 
Saturday, June 22 and a Sail Regatta 
on Thursday, July 4. An APBA sanc- 
tion is being sought for running the 
National Unlimited Championships 
in conjunction with the Detroit Me- 
morial and if obtainable the race will 
have national importance. Plans are 
now being developed for a giant fund- 
raising Campaign, boat show and two- 
week aquatic spectacular.—Windmill 
Pointe Yacht Club. 


A COURSE IS CHARTED 

Our squadron, “Watchung,” a unit 
of the United States Power Squad- 
rons, finished its first Piloting Class in 


November and already has plans un- 
derway for next year’s course which 
will begin early in September and 
which will be open to the public. 
On December 7 we received our 
Charter, a special one made up by 
Headquarters to accommodate the 
103 names of our members. We are 
proud of the fact that although we 
are the baby squadron of USPS we 
are, to date, the largest ever to be 
chartered.—Bernard Hayden, Chair- 
man, Public Relations Committee, 
Watchung Power Squadron, N. J. 


WATER SAFETY PROGRAM 

At our first winter meeting we dis- 
cussed plans for a water safety pro- 
gram in the south Jersey area. We are 
pioneering this cause and hope that 
other clubs will follow suit. 

At our next meeting we plan to 
show several films on the subject, in- 
cluding “Safety Ahoy,” “You're Being 
Boarded,” “Safety On The Water” and 
“Common Sense Afloat."-—P. B. 
Guarini, M.D., Commodore, Wild- 
wood Gables Yacht Club. 


NEW RAMP, MORE BOATS 

Sunday, November 11, was Dedi- 
cation Day for the Greater Little Rock 
Boat Club’s new ramp. On hand to 
cut the ribbon and officially open the 
ramp for our use, was Guy W. 
Hughes, Executive Director of the 
Outboard Boating Club of America. 

Shortly after securing a lease with 
the North Little Rock Parks Commis- 
sion for several acres of land for our 
new club site, work was begun on 
cutting an approach to the Arkansas 
River. By mid-August a bituminous 
surfaced approach road, parking 
space and a concrete and steel launch- 
ing ramp had been completed. The 
ramp is the first of its kind in this 
area, and not since the old steam boat 
days has there been so much activity 
on the Arkansas River in the Little 
Rock area. Plans for next year call for 
the development of a hilltop site for 
a pavilion, barbecue pit and play- 
ground for the children.—Mrs. Eu- 
gene Bylander, Greater Little Rock 
Boat Club. 


U.S.P.S. officers Cornelius, Barnard, Cowen, and Edge are present at 


Watchung chartering. 
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SMALL WONDER that boating has won its way to the 
top position among America’s participation sports— 
with thirty million enthusiasts, and with almost six 
million small boats plying our waterways! 

For boating offers family fun at its finest. Everyone in 
the family, from grandpa down to the tiniest tot, finds 
healthful recreation and unalloyed joy in this supremely 
wholesome and exciting pastime. 

And what does the future hold for those of us who 
love boating...for those who own boats and those who 
plan to buy or build one soon...and for the thousands 
of communities near lakes, rivers, bays or coastal waters? 

The answer is: unlimited enjoyment, provided that ade- 
quate launching and mooring facilities are made available! 

Already, hundreds of communities have made a fine 
start by constructing launching ramps, docks, derricks, 
piers and marinas. These progressive developments not 
only serve the ever-increasing boating public, but bring 


proved benefits to the entire community as well. They © 


give new accessibility to healthful recreation...they im- 
prove property values and stimulate local trade...and 
attract desirable new residents. 

Much, however, remains to be done—and you, along 
with your fellow-enthusiasts, can help establish adequate 
facilities in your locality for launching, berthing, servic- 
ing and storing small boats. 

Action is needed now. Here are a few ways every boat- 
man can help: 

1 - “Talk it up” with your boating friends. 

2.- Join boat clubs—national, regional, local. If there 
isn’t a club in your community, help organize one now. 
3 - Study the local waterfront situation with a view to 
recommending the best locations for launching ramps or 
other developments. 

4 - Campaign for better boating facilities among munici- 
pal, park or other jurisdictional authorities. Stress this 
proved fact: boating facilities are any community’s 
soundest recreational investment. They cost far less and 
serve more people of all ages than facilities required for 
other popular sports! 


TO BOATING ENTHUSIASTS: 







5 - Enlist the active support of newspapers, merchants, 
civic and fraternal groups. Point out that providing mod- 
ern boating facilities is a public service and a public duty. 
6 - Keep the campaign alive. Give it momentum by dis- 
tributing bulletins and pamphlets which the public will 
see and read. 

7 - Don’t be discouraged if your first efforts do not bring 
immediate results. Persistence and determination are 
sure to bring success! 

These are just a few of the many practical ways by 
which you can be instrumental in establishing improved 
boating facilities for yourself, for your family, for your 
friends and for countless others who cannct resist the 
happy call of the sky-blue waters. 

Action is needed...now...by you! 

If you are interested in free literature on launching 
and berthing facilities, or procedure on organizing a boat 
club, write us. xk*tk 








Now, with the boating season around the 
THERES SOUT corner, is the time to ponder ways of 
DON’T CLOWN! assuring fullest enjoyment of this wonder- 
cael ful sport. How can this be done? 

Use this First of all, those of us who operate boats 

werning ° 
signal can control our own actions—and be good 
to promote _ 
sass SeaTInG sportsmen. We can control the performance 
of our boats. We can recognize the rights of 


others by practicing courtesy on the water 

...and by discouraging the aquatic high jinks and cowboy 
capers that violate the rules of sanity and common sense. 

Then, whenever we see a person who makes a pest of him- 
self by clownish behavior in or around a boat, we can give him 
the unmistakable ‘“‘thumbs-down”’ sign—universally recog- 
nized signal of disapproval! When he sees you make this sign, 
he’ll know he’s doing something he shouldn’t do. He’ll know 
that others know it, too. If, in common with the vast ma- 
jority, he’s a true sportsman, he will stop his foolishness and 
act like a gentleman. 

So—thumbs-down to the clown!—And happy, safe boating 
for all! 


Published as a public service by American Chain & Cable Company, Inc., Automotive & Aircraft Division, 
makers of Tru-Lay Push-Pull Steering and Motor Controls 


Permission to copy or reprint the above message will be granted upon request to American Chain & Cable Company, Inc., 
Automotive & Aircraft Division, 601-P Stephenson Building, Detroit 2, Michigan 
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Featuring Arkansas Traveler’s Revolutionary 


ForwardSSweep 
7 “> DESIGN * —- 
_ 
There’s an exciting new look on the waterways of 
America, Arkansas Traveler’s new Forward Sweep 
Design. New seamless hull-bottom construction*. 
New graceful sweeping curves. New blending of *In new 15 ft. models only 
lustrous Fiber Glass and husky aluminum. New spar- 
kling colors... New performance, too—like skim- 


ming on clouds! And new, unprecedented strength. 
Fifteen great ’57 models. See your Arkansas 
Traveler Dealer, or send for free literature. 4 
ARKANSAS TRAVELER BOATS tas 2 ge aaa 
2065 East 14th Street, Little Rock, Arkansas 





















































SPORTSMEN! 
READ: 
“FISHING 
WITH A 
MINIATURE 
CAMERA’”’ 
AN £+;»9— —EeMIVORARTT 
EXCITING 
FEATURE 
IN THE 
SPECIAL “a 
ACTION Ae “or 
ISSUE 
OF Be nay ae 
POPULAR PHOTOGRAPHY. 
This Special Action Issue will show you how to stop fast motion with 
any type of camera, will help you take the best action shots possible! 
Buy April POPULAR PHOTOGRAPHY 
Now on sale at your favorite newsstand—only 35¢ 





















Books for Boatmen 





Thar She Blows! by Chester R. How- 
land. 304 pages, illustrated. Wilfred 
Funk, Inc. Price $3.50. 

Here is the exciting story of the 
crew of a whaleboat, lost at sea and 
captured by cannibals. Through §its 
pages you will take part in a mutiny 
at sea, and participate in the actual 
capture of the only all-white bull 
sperm whale ever to be caught by 
man. The author, in a lifetime of ac- 
cumulating facts, photographs, stories 
and records on the subject of whaling 
in windjammers, has collected a good- 
sized museum of his own. This book 
is your admission ticket to it. 






BOATING BOOKS OF SPECIAL 
INTEREST 


High-Speed Small Craft (Second Edi- 
tion) by Peter du Cane. 324 pages, il- 
lustrated. Temple Press Limited. The 
factors governing the problems of de- 
sign and construction of high-speed 
marine craft are discussed with au- 
thority in this interesting volume. 
Man Under The Sea by James Dugan. 
332 pages, illustrated. Harpers. Price 
$5.00. A book that provides the read- 
er with a front row seat at some of the 
major events that have taken place 
under the surface of the sea. 

Sailing Simplified by Morton Jones. 
Illustrated. Price $2.50. A_ paper- 
backed primer on sailing. 

Yachting World Annual 1957. 155 
pages, illustrated. Philosophical Li- 
brary, Inc. Price $10.00. Containing 
a collection of authoritative articles by 
authors famous in the yachting world, 
the book provides enthralling reading 
for serious yachtsmen. 

Dinghy Sailing for Boys or Girls by 
Geoffrey Nightingale. 120. pages, il- 
lustrated. John DeGraf, Inc. Price 
$2.50. An introduction to dinghy sail- 
ing for young folk. 

All The Way by Water by Sidney W. 
Dean. 305 pages, illustrated. Wilfred 
Funk, Inc. Price $4.50. An informal 
chronicle of a series of small-boat 
voyages on American and Canadian 
waters. 

The Haven-Finding Art, A History of 
Navigation from Odysseus to Captain 
Cook, by E. G. R. Taylor, 295 pages, 
illustrated. Abelard-Schuman Limited. 
Price $5.00. 

No One Fell Overboard by Josephine 
Hunter Potter. 312 pages, illustrated. 
Wilfred Funk, Inc. Price $4.00. A 
rollicking tale of a family’s adventures 
during eleven months at sea. 

“H.M.S. Ulysses” by Alistair Mac- 
Lean. 316 pages. Doubleday. Price 
$3.95. This exciting sea story is built 
arourd the rugged voyages of a Brit- 
ish light cruiser on the World: War IL 
Murmansk run. 
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HACKER OVERNIGHT CRUISER 
is 23 feet long with 22 inch draft. Accommo- 
dates five for fishing, sleeps two overnight. 


“Really Sets Up and Runs...” 


says W. M. Quayle, Cleveland, Ohio purchasing executive 
of his Chrysler-powered Hacker Overnight Cruiser 


““My Hacker Overnight Cruiser has the power I can depend 
on to get me to my destination,” says Mr. Quayle. “‘The 
Chrysler Crown Engine is highly flexible. It idles down as low 
as 350 rpm, cruises smoothly and really sets up and runs in 
response to sudden demands. The gears shift easily, providing 
easy maneuverability and docking. We have had no maintenance 
problem at all.”’ For detailed information about Chrysler Marine 
Engines—95 h.p. to 275 h.p., in-line 6 or V-S—see your Chrysler 
Marine Engine Dealer or write: Dept. 3D, Marine Engine 
Division, Chrysler Corporation, Detroit 31, Michigan. 


\ 


125 H.P. CHRYSLER 
CROWN ENGINE 
with hydraulic control powers 
Mr. Quayle’s Hacker Over- 
night Cruiser. She cruises at 
2500 rpm. 
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\. ~~ America’s No. 1 Marine Engine 
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FREE AIDS For BETTER BOATING 


Calling all boating enthusiasts. Listed 
below is a wealth of material on boat- 
ing, fishing and water skiing which is 
available to you, free of charge! Sim- 
ply send us the key number (shown in 
parenthesis) of each booklet, catalog, 
or guide you wish to receive, and we 
will do the rest. Send request to: 
POPULAR BOATING, Dept. 801, 
366 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Penn Yan Boats 1957. An attractive 
array of quality small boats is pre- 
sented in this catalog. Penn Yan Boats, 
Inc. (91) 

Mercury for 1957! A booklet in which 
the Mercury line of outboards for °57 
is colorfully displayed. Kiekhaefer 
Corp. (92) 

Simplified Methods of Painting Ply- 
wood and Fiberglass Hulls. Two bulle- 
tins describing tested and proven meth- 
ods for painting either plywood or 
fiberglass hulls. Andrew Brown Com- 
pany. (93) 


| Organized Outboarding — Activity 


Ideas for Outboard Boating Clubs. A 


| booklet which will give boating clubs 


seeking ideas for expanding their ac- 
tivities, a valuable assist. Outboard 


| Boating Club of America. (95) 
| How To Cover Your Boat With Neehi 
| Fiber Glass Boat Resin. A multitude 


of fiber glass facts are contained in this 
helpful booklet. Neehi Protective Coat- 
ings, Inc. (96) 

How To Get A Smooth Hull and Fast 
Racing Finish. A pamphlet containing 
complete information on a new boat 


| bottom coating which provides a clean, 
| fast, durable finish. Coperoyd. (97) 


Custom Yachts. A number of beauti- 


| ful yachts are pictured in this folder. 
| Hubert S. Johnson. (81) 

| Boat Kits. An entire line of packaged 
| boat kits is presented in this booklet. 
| Custom Craft. (82) 

| Canoe and Boat Catalog. A colorful 
| booklet showing a variety of canoes 
| and boats. Old Town Canoe Co. (83) 


Marine Engine Conversions. Many 
questions On marine conversion are an- 


| swered in this booklet, which also con- 
| tains a chart for approximating speeds 
| and propeller sizes for average instal- 
| lations. Lehman Manufacturing Co. 
| (84) 


The Bosun’s Locker. This booklet con- 


tains a listing of many items of interest 
to boatmen. Dorham. (86) 

Boat Kits from the Land of 10,000 
Lakes! A fleet of top performers are 
pictured in this booklet. Luger Indus- 
tries, Inc. (88) 

Plywood Catalog. A new 12-page, 2- 
part illustrated catalog for 1957 that 
covers fir plywood grades, specialty 
products and application data in con- 
densed tabular form. Douglas Fir Ply- 
wood Assoc. (89) 

Marine Products For Pleasure and 
Safety. A folder listing many types of 
life-saving equipment plus various 
items for boaters. Tapatco. (90) 
Enjoy Gas Cooking Afloat. Illustrated 
brochure that will be of interest to 
all sea-going chefs. Suburban Marine 
Gas Service. (60) 

“How To” Book of Outboard Cruising. 
A booklet of important facts about 
outboard cruisers and cruising, as 
compiled by Robert J. Whittier. Evin- 
rude Foundation Publications. (11) 
Boating Films. A catalog of boating 
films compiled by the National Asso- 
ciation of Engine and Boat Manufac- 
turers, Inc. (49) 

Safety Ahoy Depicts the proper way 
to handle boats, read channel markers 
and follow the rules of the road. The 
Automobile Insurance Co. (44F) 
Sails on the Sea Atlantic Coast Sail- 
ing, plus the annual Prince of Wales 
Trophy race from Marblehead to Hali- 
fax. Canadian Travel Film. (47F) 
Keel to Cruise The step-by-step pro- 
cedure for assembling a 14-foot kit 
runabout. Chris-Craft Corp. (35F) 
Ski Tricks. A colorful! film on water- 
skiing, narrated by and starring water 
ski champion Bruce Parker. Running 
time 14 minutes. Evinrude Motors. 
(48F) 

Marine Speed Merchants, Marine Rac- 
ing For Fun and Fame, Racing Cham- 
pions Afloat, Adventures in Marine 
Racing, Thrilling Moments in Marine 
Racing, Racing Thrills Afloat, Marine 
Racing Story—1952, Marine Racing 
Story—1949, Marine Racing Story— 
1948, and A Predicted Log Cruiser 
Contest. A series of films showing 
highlights in marine racing of the past 
few years. Prepared by the Gulf Oil 
Corporation. (50F) 





Church Street Station, New York 8, N. Y. 
Name (Please Print) 
Address 





FREE AIDS FOR BETTER BOATING 


Please encircle the key number of each booklet you wish to réceive. 
Numbers followed by “F” are films available on loan to clubs. 


11 35F 44F 47F 48F 49 SOF 60 81 82 83 84 86 88 89 90 91 92 93 95 96 97 
Mail to: Boating Booklets, POPULAR BOATING, Box 628, 


No. of Booklets | 
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INTERCEPTOR DOES IT AGAIN! 
Wins Miami-Nassau Race 


“How in tarnation did they battle over the Gulf Stream 


Newspapers Reported... fey 


“High seas and a rough northeast wind failed to “Two perfect Interceptor engines . . . economical, 
stop Doodles II, skippered by veteran racer Sam dependable,’’ Sam Griffiths, Jr. 

Griffiths, Jr., from winning the 186-mile Miami-to- “| like the power as to the weight .. . finest engines 
Nassau Trophy race.” I ever had," James F. Breuill. 


ENGINEERED TO AN ENTIRELY NEW CONCEPT IN MARINE POWER 
See Your Authorized Dealer or Write: 


DEARBORN MARINE ENGINES, INC. 


Dept. M 31465 Stephenson Highway ° Royal Oak 4, Mich. 


Export Dept. ¢ 120 Madison Ave. e Detroit 26, Mich. « Cable Address: Dearbo Detroit 
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go with the 
Leader... 


AQUA METER! 
























































A. completely new line, 
designed for the weekend 
yachtsman and the professional 
speed merchant alike! Aqua 
Meter’s “OUTBOARDER” Series 
features bigger, read-at-a-glance 
dial in marine gray and lively 
yellow, with distinctive red 
needle . . . gleaming, triple-plated 
chrome, low silhouette cases. 
Choice of speed ranges, 5-35, 
5-45, 10-55 mph. Complete 

with “Install-It-Y ourself” Tube 
Assembly Kit, flush-mount or 
surface-mount case, $12.95. 
Other models in speed ranges up 
to 135 mph! 

See the great new Aqua Meter 


line at leading marine dealers, or 
write for free, illustrated catalog. 
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AQUA METED 


AQUA PRODUCTS 


division ot KETCHAM & McDOUGALL, Inc. 
Box 1, Roseland, N. J. 
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BOAT SHOW CALENDAR 


Mar. 1-8, 1957—Southeast Boat & 
Sport Show, Atlanta, Ga.—Exhibit In- 
formation: Martin P. Kelly, Managing 
Director, United Sports and Vacation 
Shows, First National Bank Bldg., St. 
Paul 1, Minn. 

Mar. 1-9, 1957—Philadelphia Mo- 
tor Boat & Sportsmen’s Show, Conven- 
tion Hall, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mar. 8-13, 1957—No. Jersey Boat 
Show, Teaneck Armory, Teaneck, N. J. 

Mar. 1-10, 1957—San Francisco 
National Sports and Boat Show, Cow 
Palace, San Francisco, Calif.—Exhibit 
Information: National Sports and Boat 
Show, 369 Pine St., San Francisco 4, 


Calif. 
Mar. 2-10, 1957—Annual Omaha 
Sports, Vacation and Boat Show, 


Omaha Civic Auditorium, Omaha, 
Nebr.—Exhibit Information: G. Ed- 
ward (Gus) Budde, Managing Direc- 
tor, Omaha Sports, Vacation and Boat 
Show, 425 South 9th St., Omaha 8, 
Nebr. 

Mar. 2-10, 1957—Long Island Boat 
& Sportsmen’s Show, 104th Field Artil- 
lery Battalion Armory, Jamaica, L. L., 
N. Y.—Exhibit Information: Albert J. 
Chase, Long Island Expositions, Inc., 
23 Debevoise Ave., Roosevelt, L. IL., 
iy 

Mar. 8-17, 1957—Rochester Inter- 
national Sports & Boat Show, Memo- 
rial Auditorium, Rochester, N. Y.— 


Exhibit Information: New York Ex- 
positions, Inc., 551 Sth Ave., New 
York 17, N. Y. 

Mar. 9-24, 1957—Annual Boat 


Show of N. J. Yacht Sales Corp., Point 
Pleasant, N. J. 

Mar. 15-19, 1957-—First Annual 
San Joaquin Valley Sports & Vacation 
Show. Armory & Commerce Bldgs., 
Fairgrounds, Fresno, Calif. 

Mar. 15-23, 1957—Canadian Na- 
tional Sportsmen’s Show, Toronto, On- 
tario, Canada—Exhibit Information: 
Loyal Kelly, 85 King St., E. Toronto. 

Mar. 15-24, 1957—Land-O-Lakes 
Boat, Marine and Tackle Show, St. 
Paul Auditorium, St. Paul, Minn.— 
Exhibit Information: Earle L. Du- 


_ Monte, Chairman, Land-O-Lakes Boat, 





Marine and Tackle Show, 2645 Uni- 
versity Ave., St. Paul 14, Minn. 

Mar. 16-Apr. 16, 1957—11th An- 
nual New Jersey Boat Show, Dale 
Yacht Basin, Bay Head, N. J. 

Mar. 19-24, 1957—Annual Sports- 
men & Motor Boat Show, Arena, Rich- 
mond, Va. 
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Mar. 21-24, 1957—Fifth Annual 
Connecticut Boat Show, New Haven 
Arena, New Haven, Conn. 

Mar. 22-31, 1957 — Southwest 
Sports Boat and Vacation Show, Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium, Dallas, Tex.—Ex- 
hibit Information: Martin P. Kelly, 
Managing Director, United Sports and 
Vacation Shows, First National Bank 
Bldg., St. Paul 1, Minn. 

Mar. 22-31, 1957—Milwaukee Sen- 
tinel Sports & Vacation Show (includ- 
ing Great Lakes Boat Show), Arena 
and Auditorium, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Exhibit Information: Charles D. Col- 
lins, Milwaukee Sentinel, Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

Mar. 22-31, 1957—American & Ca- 
nadian Sportsmen’s Vacation & Boat 
Show, Public Auditorium, Cleveland, 
Ohio—Exhibit Information: A. W. 
Newman, Expositions, Inc., 314 Lin- 
coln Bldg., Cleveland 14, Ohio. 

Mar. 25-30, 1957—West Michigan 
Sports & Boat Show, Civic Auditorium, 
Grand Rapids, Mich.—Exhibit Infcer- 
mation: Jack D. Loeks, 123 Pearl St., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Mar. 30-31, 1957—Third Annual 
Boat & Sport Show, Municipal Audi- 
torium, Sarasota, Fla. 


CLUB CRUISES 
May 5—Shakedown Cruise of the 
Cincinnati Out Board Runabout Assn., 
Inc., from Cobraland to Shilo. 


FISHING EVENTS 

Dec. 15-Mar. 15, 1957—National 
Fresh Water Bass Tournament, Lees- 
burg, Fla. 
MISCELLANEOUS EVENTS 

May 3-5—Spring conference, in 
Puerto Rico, of the 77th Coast Guard 
District. 


A.P.B.A. REGATTA DATES 





Region 5 
Mar. 3—Clearwater, Fla. 0 
Apr. 28—St. Petersburg, Fla. 1-0 
Region 9 
Apr. 28—Oil City, La. 1-0 
Region 12 
Mar. 3—Ojai, Calif. O-SO 
Mar. 17—Brawley, Calif. SO 
Mar. 24—San Diego, Calif. SO 
Mar. 31—San Diego, Calif. SO 


YACHTING EVENTS 


Southern Ocean Racing 
Mar. 2—St. Petersburg-Havana 
Mar. 16—St. Petersburg-Havana 
Apr. 19—Tampa Around Egmont 
Key 
May 30—Tampa-Boca Grande 
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CORRECT CRAFT’S New Concept of Boating Pleasure 


YACHT 


27’ BELLWOOD EXPRESS CRUISER 


POWER-PACKED FOR BRILLIANT 
OFF-SHORE PERFORMANCE 


A Tremendous Value 
Priced From $8485. 
FOB Orlando, Florida 

All photos taken at 

Florida Cypress Gardens 


4o4t 


A captain's paradise . . . his ‘“mate’s’”’ dream of beauty, and 
luxury! The usual “extras” are standard equipment! Sleeps 
6 on deep foam rubber in 2 compartments. Triple hull con- 
struction: double planked mahogany bottom, sides and 
transom plus heavy-duty marine canvas sandwiched between. 
Beam: 8’6”. Galley, lavatory, dinette, lounge. Power packed 
up to twin 215 h.p. motors — 430 h.p.! 








20’ DEBONNAIRE . . . a high performance 
speedboat power-packed up to 285 h. p. 
Triple-hull and super-safety features. 









Sa 


22’ UTILITY . . . a heavy-duty, all-purpose 
boat at an economy price. Roomy and com- 
fortable with clean beauty of line. 


a 





15’ ATOM RUNABOUT-SKIER ... THE boat 
used at famous Florida Cypress Gardens. 
Tows 4 skiers! Absolutely tops in looks, 
ruggedness, performance. 
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FEATURING DEEP WV HYDRO-DYNAMIC HULL 


Tuvact 


FREE, on request CORRECT CRAFT'S informative monograph on “What is Deep V Hydro-Dynamic Design” 





Correct Craft’s deep V hydro-dynamic hull 
means your best boat buy 
= from blueprint to blue water! 


MORE USABLE POWER...no “stern squat,” no power lost in 


climbing uphill over the waves that roll up in front of squatting stern. 


MORE RUGGEDNESS. ... patterned after the most advanced con- 
struction of the superb rescue boats developed for the U. S. Air Force. 
CORRECT CRAFT’S DEEP V HYDRO-DYNAMIC HULL is the finest 


example of monohedrin design in boating today. 


MORE SAFETY ... better balance, more directional stability and 


rudder control, maximum buoyancy. 


There’s a CORRECT CRAFT boat designed for you... See 
these sea-going beauties from 14’ to 54’ at your local 
dealer, or write: 








ORLANDO, FLORIDA 




















KUHL 







KUHLS FULL LINE 


Seam Composition 
No. 1 for Decks 
No. 2 for Hulls 

Canvas Preservative 
Firegard 

Seamlast 

Bedlast 

Seam Paint 

Canvas Cement 
""Avio"’ Aer-O-Nautic 
Liquid Marine Glue 
Trowelast 

Linolast 

3-Way Preservative 
Brushiast 

Patchiast 

Double Plank Cement 
Sealtite 

Woodtex (Wood Plastic) 
Woodtex (Surfacers) 
SOLD AT ALL DEALERS 


SEALTITE 


(OIL RESISTANT) 

A Rubber Base 
Liquid Sealer 

FOR BOATS 


Flows into hard-to-get-at 
small open seams. Expands 
and contracts for an ab- 
solute watertight seal. 
Easy squeeze applicator 
bottle. 4-Colors: White, 
Black, Mahogany, Natural. 




























1889 
H. B. FRED 


SINCE 













KUHLS 


KEEPING BOATS 
WATE RTIGHT 
SINCE 1889 


xa 
No. land 2 


No. |. (For Deck Seams.) A heavy 
bodied Seam Composition used to 


fill deck seams, Weather Checks, 
etc., the perfect composition for 
teak decks. Expands and contracts. 
Will maintain an unbroken seal re- 
gardless of weather conditions. 6 
colors; White, Gray, Yellow, Black, 
Teak, Mahogany. 

No. 2. (For Hull Seams.) For a per- 
manent seam filler below and above 
the water line. Also used for setting 
of port holes and other glass lights. 
(Anti-fouling.) 6 colors; White, 
Gray, Yellow, Black, Teak and 
Mahogany. 

e KUHLS Elastic SEAMLAST. Anti-foul- 
ing mastic type seam filler for hull 
seams above and below the water- 
line. Applied with putty knife or 
hand pressure gun. 4 colors; White, 
Gray, Black and Mahogany. 

e KUHLS Elastic SEAM PAINT. An in- 
expensive transparent liquid primer 
for deck and hull seams that will 
add years of life to Seam Composi- 
tions No. 1 and No. 2. 


Send for FREE Booklet with 
COMPOSITE BOAT CHART 


65th Street & 3rd Ave 
BROOKLYN. 20N Y. 













APCO 


FOR SAFETY 
SAKE 














specifications. 







keep kapok dry. 







FOR MORE BOATING PLEASURE 
AND GREATER SAFETY AFLOAT 
KEEP-A-FLOAT CHILD’S SAFETY VEST 


A comfortable safety vest for children when at play 
near water. 
visibility. Filled with new Java Kapok. 


BUOYANT CUSHION 
Made to latest U. S. Coast Guard 
Kapok contained in 
electronically sealed vinyl bags to 


OLDEST MANUFACTURER 
OF MARINE 


LIFE SAVING EQUIPMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES 





Color is Indian Orange for greater 





MOTOR BOAT BUOYANT VEST 
















U. S. Coast Guard Approved for use on 
Motorboats of Classes A, 1 and 2 not 
carrying passengers for hire. 

Child, small: For children weighing less 
than 45 lbs. Model CKS. Color Orange. 
Child, medium: For children weighing 45 
to 90 Ibs. Model CKM. Color Orange. 
Adult: Universal size for all adults. Model 
AK. Color Orange or Green. 


Why settle for less—Get the best—Insist on APCO 
Accept no substitutes—available at your dealer 








Write for Catalog “H”’ 
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KIT BOATS 


(continued from page 56) 


Although some kit manufacturers have overdone the 
“It’s-easy!-It’s-fun!” theme in their advertising, it is a fact 
that you don’t have to be a master shipbuilder to put even a 
short kit together. The task has been simplified to a point 
where men and women with little or no previous wood- 
working experience have been able to do it successfully— 
but the project still isn’t easy. If you approach it realisti- 
cally, however, you will get enough satisfaction and fun out 
of it to more than repay you for your labor. 

In most kits, a number stamped on every part keys the 
part to step-by-step instructions illustrated with photographs 
and/or drawings. The written instructions for a Chris-Craft 
14-foot runabout fill 15 typewritten pages, the working 
drawings another eight pages. U-Mak-It’s instructions are 
detailed and elaborate with the 19-foot lapstrake Texan 
Skiff, for example, coming with a 41-page mimeographed 
instruction booklet, plus a stack of large sheets containing 
37 drawings and 71 photos. 

The instructions have been made as nontechnical as pos- 
sible. Tools, parts, and fastener lists are provided. Conse- 
quently, if you choose a boat that is not beyond your ability, 
adhere strictly to the manufacturer’s directions, and do the 
fitting and fastening carefully, without rushing, it’s hard to 
see how you could go wrong. 

Some makers have demonstrated considerable ingenuity 
in their efforts to make the assembling job easier. Custom 
Craft, to cite one, has “girder construction,” a system of 
interlocking notches in various framing and adjoining mem- 
bers that enables you to set up the whole boat skeleton with- 
out using a single screw, and a preformed “unit deck assem- 
bly,” in which two foredeck panels slide into the grooves 
of gunwale-covering boards, thus eliminating many of the 
screws—and consequently much of the work—needed to 
install conventional decking. 

Several kit brands include brass or Monel ridged nails, in 
place of screws, to speed the task of attaching the plywood 
skin to the framework. These have group holding power, 
but they fasten for keeps. You'll have a real chore on your 
hands if you should want to pull one out for any reason. 
With screws, you can attach the planking without gluing it, 
check it for fit, take it off again, and make any corrections 
necessary before fastening it down permanently. When boat 
nails are used, this procedure is virtually impossible unless 
screws are employed first. 

The man who is comparatively inexperienced or has 
chosen a big, complex boat should consider buying a kit 
with an assembled or molded hull. The hull is the most 
critical part of a boat and the toughest part to put together 
right, so he is likely to find the assurance that it has been 
done properly more than worth the higher cost. Another 
way to compensate for lack of experience is to get skilled 
help, either volunteer or paid. 

How long does it take to put a kit boat together? Obvi- 
ously, this will be determined largely by the kind of boat 
and kit and the degree of skill you bring to the task. Kit 
companies report building time (not including painting) 
for an 8-foot pram at 8-10 hours, for a 14-foot runabout at 
25-40 hours, for a 23-foot cruiser at 120 hours. However, 
to judge from inquiries among men and women who have 
done it, manufacturers generally tend to underestimate 
greatly the time required by the average home builder. 

The only people talked with who were able to assemble 
a boat in about the time stated in the catalog were two men 
who had built boats before (one with a kit, the other from 
scratch) and a third man whose hobby of 20 years’ stand- 
ing is woodworking. Certainly the novice at carpentry and 
boating should take most advertising claims about assembly 
time somewhat less than seriously. An enthusiastic begin- 
ner, however, usually becomes so absorbed in his boat- 
building project that he forgets about time. 
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Finding a place to build a kit boat rarely is a major 
problem. The most popular sites are a garage, basement, or 
back yard. However, one man assembled a 12-foot skiff in 
the spare room of a third-floor apartment, then slid it down 
a ladder from the window. Another man, after building a 
14-foot runabout in the living room of his house, had to 
take out the picture window before he could put his handi- 
work in the water. 

The principal requirements in a working area are: (1) 


‘Enough clear space (three feet or more on all sides) to let 


you work comfortably; (2) good light—good artificial light 
especially, because probably you'll be doing much of your 
work at night; (3) at least 70° temperature, both for com- 
fort and to keep your waterproof glue at the right consist- 
ency; and (4) an opening through which you can remove 
the completed boat. 

If you don’t have a place of your own that fills the bill, 
try to borrow or rent suitable space. You may even be lucky 
enough to find one of the kit-boat dealers who have a work- 
shop that they let customers use. 

Will you save enough money to justify the effort? As 
noted above, the saving ranges from over 50% on some 
precut and preformed kits down to about 10% on some 
semifinished boats. The more expensive the model you 
choose, of course, the greater will be your dollar saving. 
Here are two representative examples, including the actual 
money saving: (1) a 14-foot runabout sells for $520 fac- 
tory-finished, for $445 semifinished (a saving of 14%, or 
$75), and for $299, including paint and hardware, as a 
preformed kit (a saving of 42% or $221, as compared 
with the finished boat). (2) A 21-foot inboard cruiser 
costs $2,045 finished (not including motor), $1,733 (15%, 
or $312, less) semifinished, and $1,253 (39%, or $792, 
less than the finished boat) as a preformed kit. 

No matter which type or make of kit you choose, you’re 
almost certain to run into some expenses beyond the basic 
price—a few dollars extra for a rowboat, several thousand 
dollars (including the price of the engine) if you’ve picked 
a 31-foot inboard cruiser. 

The practically universal extra, as pointed out earlier, is 


the freight or express charge; catalog prices usually are . 


F.O.B. Some manufacturers charge for the shipping crate, 
too. 

Wood sealer, undercoater, stain, varnish, and paint sel- 
dom are included in the price of a boat kit, but most boat- 
kit companies sell kits containing these materials in the 
necessary quantities for each of their models. Typical 
prices: for an 8-foot pram, about $8; for a 14-footer, $15- 
$20; for an 18-foot cruiser, $30-$60. 

Open-boat hardware and accessories—oars, oarlocks, 
towing rings, stem and bow handles, cleats, chocks, etc.— 
will run from about $15 to $25 if they’re not part of the 
kit—and they rarely are. 

You can cut hull maintenance to a minimum and add 
greatly to the strength of your boat by covering the hull 
with glass fabric, which forms a water-tight skin, imper- 
vious to rot, worms, corrosion, weather, and fire. The fab- 
ric never needs caulking, little painting, and is relatively 
easy to apply, especially to new, unpainted planking. It’s 
expensive, though. To cover a pram costs about $25, a 
12-foot rowboat $40, a 14-foot runaboat $45-$50, and a 
21-foot cruiser $115-$120. 

The list of extras for a cruiser kit is formidable—but the 
itms listed are extras for most factory-finished cruisers, too. 
In addition to an inboard or high-horsepower outboard 
motor, you probably will need a sink, stove, icebox, water 
tank and pump, toilet, fire extinguisher, bilge pump, mat- 
tresses, chairs, anchor, compass, life preservers, and extra 
fuel tanks. Then there are flying-bridge kits, floor-board 
kits, flush-deck-hatch kiis, steering kits, and so on and on. 
Your selections from this list can run you $300-$500 and 
up, according to your tastes and budget. 

But don’t let all these dollars signs depress you: a boat 
is one of the few hobby investments that will repay all or 
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U-MAK-IT BOAT KITS 





ty A COMPLETE LINE 8' to 23' 
"g PRAMS, ROWBOATS, RUNABOUTS, 
CABIN CRUISERS for both INBOARD 
and OUTBOARD power. 

Also, New 
LAPSTRAKE SKIFF KITS 
Overlapping-Interlocking individual hull 
planks, a new idea in kit construction, 


gives increased strength, drier ride, 
smoother performance. 


Lapstrake Texan inboard-outboard skiff. Length: 19' |"—Beam: 
6 10". Walk-thru center deck, sleeps 2 on fold-a-way bunk 
boards. ee ae ee a a ee $595. 











Lapstrake Monterey outboard skiff. Length: 14' 6"—Beam: 5' 6". 
Enclosed motor well, walk-thru centerdeck 2... eeccccecceceeececeeeeee $260. 
Other lapstrake outboard skiffs from $235. 





Atomic outboard V-14 Sea-D. Length: 14'—Beam: 5'6". Center- 
deck with backrest and stowage shelf. oe... ccececececeeeeceeeee- $199. 
Other outboard runabouts from $159, 





a OTe 


Flying cloud inboard-outboard cabin cruiser. Length: 21'—Beam: 
7’, Full size galley, enclosed head, sleeps 2. _................ ....$760. 
Other cabin cruisers 18' to 23' from $567. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited: Ask about the fast-selling 
U-MAK-IT boat kits, and profitable dealer proposition. 


SEND FOR ILLUST. CATALOG 


showing all models, accessories, 
trailers, hardware, engines, etc. 
All You Need to Build Your 
Own. SEND 35¢ (COIN) for 


postage and handling. 



















U-MAK-ITp22d-<z 


105F Whittier St., Bronx 59, N. Y. 
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GENERAL OFFICES 


KIT +SM-23 
includes 


20 LBS. OF PROPANE (bottled gas) 


WRITE TO 


Suburban Marine Gas Service 
Dept. SMM-57 


Special Puce 


FOR LIMITED TIME ONLY 


WHIPPANY, N. J. 














THERE’S NOTHING LIKE A MARBLEHEAD “23” 





. of 
_ : 





She's got dash, she’s got power, she's got room and comfort galore 
and she handles like a dream! Three models—Cruiser, Day Cruiser, 
Eldredge-MciInnis designed, Maine built. 
round-bilged, non-pounding, extremely seaworthy. 


23'4" x 8 x 2’ 


Fully Equipped, 


WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE 
MARBLEHEAD BOAT YARD CO. 
700 Pool Road, Biddeford, Maine 
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CONVERSIONS 





For all FORD + LINCOLN 
MERCURY + JEEP Engines 


Sold and serviced by ECON-O-POWER 
dealers throughout the United States. 


FREE! c omplete catalog with prices. 


Lehman Manufacturing Co. 


Marine Power Engineering Since 1932 
NEWARK 2, N. 











most of your initial outlay if you should want to sell it 
after a few seasons’ use. In fact, a well-built, well-main- 
tained kit boat should bring more than you paid for the kit. 
For example, a Luger Industries official told of a man who 

bought a Luger 14-foot runabout kit for $150 in Febru- 

ary 1955, then, a year and a half later, traded in the boat 

he built with it on an 18-footer. The dealer gave him $648 

allowance on the kit boat—and even if you knock off half 

of that on the ground that this was a trade-in rather than a 

cash sale, you still come out with $324, more than double 

the price of the kit. 

In an effort to make buying a kit less painful financially, 
several manufacturers have “pay-as-your-build” plans for 
their more expensive models. These feature three separate 
kits, which you can buy one at a time. Here’s how it works 
with Custom Craft’s Viking and Victory cruisers: First you 
get a kit containing the basic hull parts; then one containing 
the decking, interior trim, floor boards, etc.; and, finally, a 
cabin kit. Besides spreading out the cost, this plan has the 
advantage, for the novice, of minimizing the possibility of 
confusion and discouragement by confronting him with 
only one major part of the boat at a time. A disadvantage: 
the three separate kits cost more to ship than a single kit 
containing all the parts. 

If the financial aspect is of considerable importance to 
you, don’t fail to compare the cost of the kit boat of your 
choice with that of a similar used boat. 

Do you really want to build a kit boat? This may be the 
decisive question. If you are sure that putting a boat to- 
gether with your own bare hands would be a pleasant, 
rewarding experience for you, you will manage somehow to 
find the time and space you need and to develop the neces- 
sary skill—the money saving will be only an added attrac- 
tion. 

Hull materials obviously will be a major consideration in 
determining your choice. The side and bottom planking of 
nearly all precut and preformed kit boats is marine-grade 
sheet plywood. In fact, it was the Navy’s wartime develop- 
ment of this material (used in PT boats) that made the 
modern kit boat possible. While only a skilled boatbuilder 
can apply lapstrake or carvel planking, which consists of 
relatively narrow planks or wood strips, planking with 
sheet plywood is a comparatively simple job. In most cases, 
only four pieces are used, one for each side and two for 
the bottom. 

One firm—Alcort, Inc., of Waterbury, Conn., maker of 
kits for Sailfish and Sunfish centerboard catboats—offers 
kits (priced somewhat higher than its regular sheet-plywood 
kits) with planking of fir plywood surfaced with a plastic 
that increases abrasion and scratch resistance, decreases 
moisture absorption, and protects against “checking” (the 
fine lines that develop in fir plywood from overexposure to 
hot, dry conditions). 

For the man bent on having a hull with a lot of shape 
to it, there are the molded hulls; the metal hulls; the assem- 
bled lapstrake and carvel hulls; or the U-Mak-It lapstrake 
kit boat described above. A manufacturer can put any 
curve he wants to into a molded hull. Most of these are 
frameless, seamless, one-piece shells. They are strong, 
durable, and practically maintenance-free—but consider- 
ably more expensive than sheet-plywood hulls. 

Unlike sheet plywood, molded plywood usually is beau- 
tifully grained and can be finished with varnish rather than 
paint. Most glass-fiber and plastic hulls are color-impreg- 
nated during manufacture, hence never need painting. In a 
glass-fiber hull, choose a light shade; darker colors have 
shown a tendency to fade. While some early molded hulls 
were poorly designed hydrodynamically (and had other 
faults besides), these shortcomings appear to have been 
corrected in the majority of current models. 

Probably you will find a number of models, offered by 
different companies, that, on the surface, appear about 
equally suitable for your purposes. How to choose among 
them? Prices may vary appreciably, but remember that 
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the highest-priced boat is not necessarily the best one, nor 
the lowest-priced the best buy. Note the kinds and quality 
of the woods used for frames, transom, stem, decking, 
planking, and other parts. Are the screws (or nails) and 
bolts made of brass, bronze, copper, Monel, stainless steel, 
or just plain steel? (Plain steel is completely unsuitable for a 
boat that’s to be used in salt water, and, in any case, it is 
less desirable than the other metals. Brass is less durable 
in salt water than bronze or Monel and breaks rather easily 
in hard wood.) Are glue, bedding compound, plywood 
primer, varnish, paint, and/or other similar necessary mate- 
rials supplied? If it’s a sailboat, are the sails an extra? Does 
the price include crating and shipping costs? Can the crate 
be used as a jig? 

The biggest single pitfall in kit-boat building, according 
to a spokesman for Chris-Craft, the country’s biggest kit 
maker, is the failure of the builder to get the whole assembly 
picture clear in his mind at the start. “This,” the spokes- 
man said, “leads people into assuming that the manufac- 
turer somehow failed to discover the easiest way to assemble 
the boat. Then they make a change that they think is an 
improvement in the process, only to discover, when it’s too 
late, that a change in one place calls for changes in other 
places all the way down the line and that the instruction 
step they had thought stupid made sense after all. But by 
then, they’ve spoiled their boat.” 

Several other common mistakes were cited for me by 
another prominent kit manufacturer: “. . . not doing steps 
in the proper order; rushing the job; not fitting joints prop- 
erly; not filling screw holes neatly.” 

Failure to be sure that the surface the boat is built on 
is perfectly level also is a serious—and common—error. 
Chances are you will set up your framework on a kind of 
platform, called a jig. Some kits come in a crate that can 
serve as a jig, but with others, you have to buy the jig as an 
extra or make one yourself. Still other kits require no jig; 
sawhorses or the floor will do. 

In any case, if your building surface isn’t absolutely level 
and rigid, your framework won’t line up or fit together as 
it should. The cumulative effect of an error as basic as this 
can be ruinous to your boat, because you cannot correct 
the error later. Since a boat with an out-of-line framework 
cannot possibly be fair and true, it will never perform right. 
Before fastening anything permanently, check your frame- 
work with a spirit level, both the long way and across. 
Make sure, too, that the stem is perfectly vertical and that 
the frames and transom are centered on, and at precise right 
angles to, the keel. 

Here are some additional building pointers. 
® Your tools can make a tremendous difference in the time 
and toil the job will take. Working with preformed parts, 
you may be able to get by with a hammer, hand drill, screw- 
driver, sanding block and sandpaper, and putty knife. A 
precut kit calls for the addition of at least a saw (preferably 
a crosscut) and plane to this list. But regardless of what 
the ads say, this is the bare minimum tool assortment. 
® The work will go much easier, and you probably will 
wind up with a better boat, if you use a pistel-grip ratchet 
screwdriver, a Screwmate drillhead (which drills for the 
screw and countersinks for the head in one operation), 
C-clamps in sizes up to six inches, a wood rasp, plumb bob, 
chisel, spirit level, square, hacksaw, wrenches, 6-foot rule, 
chalk line, and thumbtacks. 
© A \%-inch electric drill, with screwdriver-blade attach- 
ment and a good range of bits, will save you hours of time, 
especially with a large boat. These call for the driving of 
thousands of screws (6,000 for one 23-foot cruiser, for 
example). An oscillating power sander will come in handy, 
too. If you don’t own such tools, you probably can borrow 
or rent them. 
® Make sure your tools are sharp, because plywood splin- 
ters easily under dull ones. 
® Laying out the parts to match the drawings will speed 
your work. 

















HOBBYISTS... 
EXPERIMENTERS! 


ELECTRONIC 








Compiled by the Editors 
of POPULAR ELECTRONICS 


LEARN HOW TO BUILD: 


@ Your Own AM Hi-Fi Tuner 

@ Thermistor Fire Alarm 

@ Electronic Gardening Gadgets 

@ A Device That Kills TV Commercials 
@ Electronic Toys 

@ Geiger Counter 

@ Transistorized Light Meter 

@ Your Own Lie Detector 


@ PLUS DOZENS OF OTHER HANDY, 
EXCITING ELECTRONIC DEVICES 


BUY YOUR COPY OF THE 
ELECTRONIC EXPERIMENTER’S 
HANDBOOK 


ON SALE SOON 
AT YOUR FAVORITE 
NEWSSTAND! 


PRICE $1.00 
ZIFF-DAVIS PUBLISHING COMPANY 


366 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, NEW YORK 






































Mode! LKT-18. Length 18°. Capacity 2,000 Ibs. 


1957’s GREATEST ADVANCE 
IN BOAT TRAILER DESIGN 


Load King's exclusive Disappearing 
Rollers are ‘57's greatest forward 
step in trailer design. They give 
new handling ease when launching 
or loading. No cranking. Tilt the 
boom and all rollers elevate auto- 
matically. Gravity does the rest. 
After loading, level the boom and 
rollers recess entirely into full length 
keel support; boat rests on a solid 
base. You get a safer, better ride 
all the way. Load Kings have True 
Knee Action, Full Floating Springs, 
Adjustable Support Pads — every- 
thing to make trailering a pleasure. 
Models with capacity to 2,000 Ibs. 
See your dealer or write: 


E. L. CALDWELL & SONS, Corpus Christi, Texas 














235 HP CHRYSLER V-8 


Here’s real power, speed, dependability! Renowned 
Chrysler New Yorker or Imperial blocks completely 
rebuilt and marine converted. All quality new parts. 


ALSO — MANY 
OTHER MOTORS! 


170 HP OLDS ROCKET 88 psp. ~. 


tt 


For salt or fresh water use. § -00 
Complete: 795 










Designed for those who want really fast power. This r; 

famous Olds engine, fully converted for fresh or salt 4 

water marine use. All new parts; a ¢eal § -00 

BUY at ne A Se EN 695 ss 

SMALLER ENGINES: Ford 6, Studebaker Champion, Plymouth V-8, Ford V-8, Willys 
6, Chevrolet V-8, Dodge V-8, Jeep, etc. All at low prices. 

SUPPLIES TOO—At real Savings Conversion Kits and Reverse Gears, fittings, 


hardware, paints—all kinds of marine equipment. Write for FREE CATALOG. 


STOKES Marine Supply Co. 


DEPT. E 
COLDWATER, MICH. 








Enjoy the Beauty, Quietness, and “Quality Feel” 
of a new ‘57 ALL-MAHOGANY 


The new '57 models 
are smarter-looking 
than ever—and built 
stronger to handle 
the larger motors. 
Write for catalog, 


DUNPHY BOAT CORP. 
340 Broad St., Oshkosh, Wis. 
























15 MODELS — 12’ to 16’ 





© To reduce the chance of rot, always a threat to a wooden 
boat, make every joint tight and treat all wood parts, par- 
ticularly the grain ends, with marine-grade wood preserva- 
tive before putting the boat together. 

® If you plan to stain the frames, plywood, seats, etc., do 
this before assembling them—but do not stain a surface that 
will butt against another, because stain will keep the glue 
from taking hold. 

© To check the smoothness of a curve, rub mason’s chalk 
on a batten, then bend the batten over the curve and rub it 
back and forth. The chalk will come off on the high spots. 
® You can prevent plywood from splintering under a saw 
by putting cellophane tape over your sawing guideline and 
cutting through it. 

© If one of the fish-shape or round plugs used to replace 
imperfections in plywood should occur on the outside of a 
sheet in an area subjected to much bending, it may pop 
out. With a precut kit, try to place plugs at the stern, where 
the bend is less. If you can’t do this, get them on the inside 
of a bend if possible. 

© Try softening a hard-to-bend plywood sheet by keeping 
it covered with hot water-soaked towels for an hour or so. 
Then bend it gradually, clamp it in position, and let it 
cool; it will hold most of the new shape. 

© In plywood, don’t countersink screwheads; they tend to 
pull through when countersunk. If your holes are properly 
drilled, tightening the screws will draw the heads below 
the surface of the wood without countersinking. 

© Ascrew should go in easily. If it doesn’t, the hole is too 
small, and you may break the screw. 

® You'll find it easier to undercoat your hull while it is 
upside down. If you tint your undercoater the color you 
intend to paint the boat, scratches in the paint will be less 
likely to show. 

© The underside of the decking, seats, and coaming should 
be painted or varnished to protect them against moisture 
(from rain, spray, swamping, or upsetting), and this can 
be done much more easily before assembling them. 

© Two thin coats of paint are better than one thick one. 
A thin coat dries faster and smoother, without runs or 
wrinkled spots. 

© For sanding a painted surface, use aluminum oxide sand- 
paper. It’s more expensive, but it cuts paint more easily, 
does a better, faster job. 

© If a molded plywood hull should curl at the edges, you 
can spread it with a jack (an auto jack may do the job). 

® As you near the end of the project, the temptation to 
hurry probably will become more insistent. Don’t give in 
to it. While sloppy workmanship in the final stages won't 
affect performance s2riously, it can spoil the looks of your 
boat—and its resale value.-—BEN OLDs 





KIT BOAT MANUFACTURERS 


Clyde Boat Co. 
8200 Livernois Avenue 


Acme Boat Company 
Miamisburg, Ohio 











Afco, Inc. 

Belding, Michigan 
Alcort, Inc. 

P. O. Box 1345 
Waterbury, Conn. 
Bay City Boat Co., Inc. 
304 State Street 
Bay City, Michigan 
Bay State Boat Co. 
29 Main Street 
Cambridge 42, Mass. 


Bayport Wood Products Co. 


Bayport, Minn. 
Bowman, Inc. 

1823 Woodrow Street 
Little Rock, Arkansas 


Brooks Boat Co. 

Box 136 

Carrollton, Michigan 
Cal-Baer Marine, Inc. 
5636 Shull Avenue 

Bell Gardens, California 
California Catamaran Co. 
4500 W. Imperial Highway 
Inglewood, California 
Champion Boats 

1524 W. 15th Street 

Long Beach, California 


Detroit, Michigan 


Chris-Craft Corp. 
Detroit Road 
Algonac, Michigan 


Continental Products Corp. 
Dallas, Texas 


Coronado Industries 
P. O. Box 1031 
Daytona Beach Florida 


Craig-Craft 
Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Custom Craft, Inc. 

1700 Niagara Street 
Buffalo 7, New York 
Dean’s Marine Engineering 
102 Cherry Street 
Janesville, Wis. 

Dedham Kayaks 
Dedham, Mass. 
Dillabaugh Co. 

220 N.E. Columbian Blvd. 
Portland 11, Oregon 
Doane Marine Works 
Stamford, Conn. 
Douglass & McLeod 

Box 311 

Painesville, Ohio 
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Eastern Ladd Boats, Inc. 
500 Rushmore Avenue 
Mamaroneck, New York 
General Marine Co. 
6th and Oak 

St. Joseph, Mo. 

Glen L. Marine 

Box 568R 

Compton, Calif. 
Kalamazoo Canvas Boat Co. 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 

Keppler Folding Catamaran Co. 
220 Morgan Avenue 

Deal, New Jersey 

Lac du Nord Kayaks 

3135 W. Forest Home Avenue 
Milwaukee 15, Wis. 

Lear, Inc. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

W. D. Lee 

Fairfield, Conn. 

Luger Industries, Boat Division 
3404 Lyndale Avenue, S 
Minneapolis 8, Minn. 

Marine Mart 

Buffalo 7, New York 
McConnell Marine Enterprises 
Los Altos, Calif. 

Robert B. McKean 

180 E. Prospect Avenue 
Mamaroneck, New York 

Nunes Bros. 

1301 Ottowa Avenue 

Sausalito, California 

Owens Yacht Co., Inc. 
Stansbury Road 

Baltimore 22, Md. 


Ozarka, Inc. 
1009 Borden La. 

Woodstock, Ill. 

Paramount Boat Co. 

2202 N. Prairie Avenue 

Joliet 3, Illinois 

Penney Woodcraft, Inc. 
Defiance, Ohio 

Roberts Industries, Inc. 
Branford, Conn. 

Schneider Boat Co. 

1915 W. Vliet Street 
Milwaukee 5, Wis. 

Sears Roebuck and Co. (Elgin) 
925 S. Homan Ave. 

Chicago 7, Illinois 

Squires Mfg. Co. 

609 Country Street 

Milan, Michigan 

Taft Marine Woodcraft Co. 
636 39th Avenue NE 
Minneapolis 21, Minn. 
Thompson Bros. Boat Mfg. Co. 
226 Ann Street 

Peshtigo, Wis 


Transamerican Construction Co 


Smithtown, New York 
Trojan Boat Co. 
Lancaster, Pa 


U-Mak-It Boat Co. 
701 Whittier St. 
Bronx 59, New York 
Western Auto Supply 
2107 Grand Avenue 
Kansas City 8, Mo. 


HULLS 


Continental Copper and Steel 
Ind., Inc. (Steel) 

Perth Amboy, New Jersey 

A. O. Fox (Garveys) 

Spray Beach, North Beach 
Haven, N. J. 

Goshen Churn and Ladder Co. 
(Molded plywood) 

Goshen, Ind. 

Industrial Shipping Co., Ltd. 
(Molded plywood) 

Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia 

Inland Seas Boat Co. (Steel) 

3457 W. 140th Street 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Marine Distributors, Inc. (Ply- 
wood) 

P. O. Box $11 

Edenton, N. C. 


Norcraft, Inc. (Fiberglass) 
65 Plato Avenue 
St. Paul 1, Minn. 


Palmer Scott Co. (Fiberglass) 
Foot of Logan Street 
New Bedford, Mass. 


Paradise Craftsman (Sea Skiffs) 
P. O. Box 207 

Route 70 

Laurelton, New Jersey 


U. S. Molded Shapes, Inc. 
640 Market Street S.W. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Wrightsville Marine Seles and 
Service (Plywood) 
Wrightsville, N. C. 
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TWO NEW CATALOGS 
SHOWING 
1957 PERKO QUALITY LINE 


Every Boatman will be more than 
pleased to receive these catalogs. 
They will find them very interesting 
and they are chock full of items of 
the latest modern design, weil illus- 
trated and described. 
PERKO equipment is known and quar- 
enteed to give lasting efficient service 
to all types of crafts. 
PERKO equipment is manufactured of 
_ aan quality of materials and 
inisn. 




















P= 
50% 


a. 


SEND FOR 
YOUR 
COPY 

TO-DAY 





Our #155 (200 Page) GENERAL CAT- 
ALOG describes and illustrates our 
full line. Send $1.00 to cover postage 
and handling. 

Our #156 (84 Page) CATALOG de- 
scribes and illustrates items pertain- 
ing to SMALL BOATS. Send 25¢ to 
cover postage and handling. 


Catalogs are FREE to Purchasing 
Agents, Jobbers, Ship Yards, Boat 
Builders and Naval Architects, write your request on 

your company stationery. 


4-74 el 


LAMP « HARDWARE CORP. 
|1951 PITKIN AVE. BROOKLYN 7, N.Y. 
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from stem to stern...keel to truck 


NAUTILUS I 


the most respected name in 
MARINE RADIO-TELEPHONES 








meets 
all new 
A ate 
regulations 


® Powerful, dependable, long-range performance to 
meet all needs of yacht owners. 135-watt input. 

© Eight pre-tuned channel frequencies. Easy operation, 
instant availability for everyday use or emergencies. 


in every detail... at a reasonable price. 


A set designed and built to better the best in its class 


¢ Advanced technical improvements and finest quality 


© Handsome all-aluminum, anti-magnetic cabinets and 

chassis, anodized and fully protected for marine service. 
Available also in fine wood cabinets. 

® Both set and power supply extremely compact; 

easily installed and serviced. 

© Installation and service facilities in key marine 

centers nationwide. 


HUDSON AMERICAN -—Division of Dynamics Cerporation of America, 25 West 43rd St., New York 36, New York 


3HAS7 


EE builders of: PRIVATEER @ CORSAIR © CRUSADER @ MARINER @ MARINE ANTENNAS 
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YOU'LL HAVE 


... for here’s another of your dreams come 
true, the added thrill of knowing how fast 
you're going—and at a price you can’t re- 
sist. Whatever your boat, there’s a fine pre- 
cision built Airguide Speedometer to suit 
your special needs. 


See the dazzling NEW DOLPHIN 


NO. 707+45 MPH*DECK MOUNTED 
Iiluminated SPEEDOMETER 


Sleek and streamlined, it adds dash and 
sparkle to any craft. It sits snugly on deck 
near the steering unit where boat speeds can 
be easily watched. At night translucent dial 
lights up with a soft glow. Easily installed. 
No mounting screws are visible to mar its 
shapely beauty. And best of all, it features 
Airguide’s exclusive Contralog® movement 
for the finest readings ever. 
lg 7 Heavily chrome plated case, 414” long, 4” 
#702 “un — high. Fits decks up to 1” thick. $15.00 
45 MPH a $8.95 (Pick-up Unit extra.) 

Other smart models for every type of boat 
SEE THEM AT VOUR MARINE DEALER with speed ranges of 15 MPH (for sailboats), 
Marinlt Aireuide’s smart line of 39 MPH, 45 MPH and 75 MPH. $8.95 and 
and clocks, : : $10.95 (Heads only). Choice of five Pick-up 
Units sold separately, $5.00 to $9.00 


rt e 


AIRGUIDE INSTRUMENT COMPANY 


HICA wel tel 
A LLINOIS 





LEAK PROOF YOUR BOAT with easy-to-use 


SEALER 900 


Finest Rubber Sealer. Responds 
to Expansion and Contraction 
Comes in refillable Applicator 
Bottle. Price: 1.45 
Colors: Natural, White, Mahog- 
any and Black 

Use Sealer 800 mastic 


for wide cracks S 
See your boating or sporting ay 

j goods dealer, or write » 
MARINE PRODUCTS, INC. 


41 High Street Oshkosh, Wis 





for CONTACT 


¢ Ship to Shore 
¢ Ship to Coast Guard 
© Ship to Ship 
e plus Entire Broadcast Band 
For power when you need it — for 
continuing clear audible reception — for ease of operation .. . 
all packaged within a styling that reflects the new era of marine 
beauty ... there’s nothing as modern as a Munston. 
Available for extra-power — the MRT 135 (135 watts)* 
for average power needs — the MRT 30 (30 watts)* 
As Easy As Using ' *as defined by FCC 
the Telephone See for yourself. See your 
Munston Dealer today or write: 


MUNSTON MANUFACTURING AND SERVICE, INC. 


Beech Street, Islip, Long Istand, N.Y. 





SIGNALLING AT SEA 


(continued from page 18) 


steamship practice of listening for three minutes on the 
distress channel at 15 and 45 minutes after every hour 
whenever in potentially hazardous waters. Anyone in trouble 
could transmit during these periods with the maximum 
chance of receiving prompt aid. 

“I don’t get in trouble, why should I bother?” a boatman 
may ask. But by observing this listening period, you might 
be able to help someone who has not been as fortunate. 

A recent example of how radio alertness on the part of a 
few boatmen helped another vessel out of a serious predica- 
ment is related by an East Coast sailor. He (and several 
other boatmen who had their phone receivers turned on) 
picked up a garbled and confused transmission which car- 
ried the hint of trouble. By calling back and getting the 
message clarified, these boatmen discovered that the sender 
was a fishing boat at sea with a party of novices aboard. 


The semaphore alphabet, by which words or 
code groups are spelled out with arm positions, 
offers users an easy means of transmission. 


THE SEMAPHORE ALPHABET. 


= HAND ICHA = HAND  |CHAR-| HAND 
ACTERG FLAGS |ACTE ACTER] «FLAGS |ACT FLAGS 









































The party-boat skipper, the only one aboard who knew their 
location, had keeled over from an attack. By taking radio 
bearings on the transmission, the boatmen along shore were 
able between them to fix the distressed boat’s location and 
advise the fishermen what course to steer. At the same time, 
boats proceeded to intercept the fishing party. In a short 
while, the party boat was picked up, with the result that the 
disabled skipper reached medical aid promptly and the 
frightened party reached shore safely. 

Most modern radio direction finders, even portables, will 
give bearings on the marine radio telephone band. Thus, 
radio-transmitting equipment is capable of signalling not 
only word messages, but a boat’s location. 

Here’s a tip on making emergency transmissions for 
direction-finding purposes. Hold the press-to-talk button 
down a few seconds at a time and whistle a sustained and 
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The power megaphone and the flare 
gun are two easy-to-stow signalling 
aids which off-shore boats should carry. 


even note into the mike. This gives receiving operators the 
best signal to “take a cut” on. At the beginning and end of 
such a transmission, your identification should, of course, be 
given by voice, as if you were conversing. 


VISUAL . 

Just carrying a radio telephone is not enough. No matter 
how powerful your equipment, you'll never get through to 
the non-equipped vessel, nor will he be able to get through 
to you. So the skippers of radio-equipped boats should also 
have the means and the skill to communicate visually. And, 
naturally, any boat not having radio must have visual means 
of signalling. 

The words “visual signalling” suggest to some people 
uniformed sailors whipping little red and yellow flags 
around. “Visual signalling?” you might think. “Can’t do it; 
don’t know how.” 

Chances are though, that you are already using the fun- 
damentals of visual signalling without knowing it and feel- 
ing no strain in the process. All you need do is to go on from 
there. A small investment in equipment and the expenditure 
of a little time is all it takes. 

FLAGS 

When you hoist your ensign, or yacht-club pennant, or 
jokingly run up the cocktail flag, you are applying visual 
signalling practices. People seeing these signals recognize, 
without benefit of a code book, that you are an American 
vessel; belong to the Turtle Creek Cruising and Snoozing 
Group; and that they would be welcome for a snifter. If you 
saw a boat flying the ensign upside down, you would recog- 
nize it as a distress signal. 

The process is carried on with a set of alphabet flags. 
Signals are made by hoisting aloft one or more flags indi- 
cating letters or code groups taken from a book called the 
International Code of Signals, U. S. Navy Hydrographic 
Office Publication No. 87, and available from them for 
$2.25. Correct procedure, when such a signal is seen, is for 
the sighting vessel immediately to raise the Answering Pen- 
nant half-way; then, when the signal is de-coded and un- 
derstood, the Answering Pennant is “two blocked,” or run 
up all the way. To make your own signal, run up the letter 
flags corresponding to the desired message in the signal 
code, with the first letter on top. 
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CHRIS-CRAFT 
MARINE ENGINES 


ee eage ceca re retell cael oct ee 


Model MCL, 175 hp 


Horsepower for horsepower, you can’t buy better 





marine engines than dependable, smooth-performing 
Chris-Craft. They are the ultimate in marine-engine 
quality and stamina; give long life at low upkeep 
cost; and are packed with features. Compactly 
designed, they install easily into the smallest spaces! 


Choose from a complete range of popular 
horsepower ratings at low prices! 























Model| H.P.| Drive | Price || Model| H.P. | Drive | Price 
A 60 | Direct $ 699.00 || MS | 130 1% :1 Red 1730.00 
B 60 | Direct 840.00 || MR 130 | 2:1 Red 1779.00 
BR 60 2:1 Red 999.00 MCL | 175 Direct 1893.00 
BR3 60 3:1 Red 1028.00 MCLS} 175 1%:1 Red | 2034.00 
kK | & Direct 1109.00 |} MCLR} 175 2:1 Red | 2083.00 
KS | 95 1% :1 Red 1308.00 WB | 200 Direct | 2429.00 
KR | 95 2:1 Red 1308.00 WBS | 200 | 1%:1 Red | 2648.00 

KL | 105 | Direct 1278.00 WBR2| 200 | 2:1 Red 2690.00 
KLS | 105 | 1%:1 Red 1478.00 WBR | 200 | 2%:1 Red 2690.00 
KLR 105 | 2:1 Red 1478.00 aie Bs Wo. i 
KFL | 131 Direct 1360.00 Opposite rotation avail- 
M | 130 | Direct 1536.00 | able for most models. 





*Suggested retail prices at factory. See your dealer for further information. 
Prices, specifications and equipment subject to change without notice. 


DEALERS: C % , * 
Valuable Chris- val Craft 
Craft Marine 








Engine franchises MARINE ENGINE DIVISION, ALGONAC, MICH. 

are available. 

Write for data. WORLD'S LARGEST BUILDERS OF MOTOR BOATS 
eee ee a ee 1 
| CHRIS-CRAFT CORPORATION | 
| Marine Engine Division, Algonac, Michigan | 
| Please send more information on Chris-Craft Marine Engines. | 
| NAME ae | 
ADDRESS ae = Scns 
| CITY = —_—— > ___ZONE __ STATE | 

ee ee 4 





























Bes For beauty 
and protection 
—for any boat— 


ask for 
READY-TO-USE , 


REGATIA 


YACHT PAINTS 

















BALTIMORE COPPER PAINT CO 
Oliver Reeder & Son, Inc., Props 
501 Key Highwoy, Baltimore 30, Md, 24 Bridge St. New York 4. NY 


NYT MARINE CONVERSIONS 


The Trend Is to V8 Power 


You choose a modern V8 
automotive engine and with 
a BARR Kit, convert it to 
compact, economical ma- 
rine power. Do it yourself 
or have it done with a new 
or used engine. 


Write for FREE catalogue 
and conversion hints. 


marine products co. 


2708 E. Castor Ave., Phila. 34, Pa. 


Tin SONAR 


ACCURATE + RUGGED 
TOGSP LIME TAAL OE PTH INDICATOR 


360 degree, 4 ft. scale, 1 ff, 
calibrations 

Reads 1° to 125° on first revolution 
Reads 125' to 250° on second 
revolution 

Transducer installed in ai few 
minutes WHILE IN THE WATER 
single 4° hole 

Adjustable gimbal for any angle 





Famous 
Olds Rocket _ 




















Model D-120-B . iewi 

complete with Ts ve—accurate to 1 ff. 
transducer, gimbal r non-magnetic construc- 

and fairing block tio 
for 6 or 12 volts pot fish wrecks, obstructions, 

ontour and type of bottom 

Model D-120-P 198 complete with Maximum value—Moximum effici- 
Portable. 9198.00 battery ency results from expert design, 






quality components, precise work- 
manship. 


3050 W.21st ST. 


RADIO CORP. B’KLYN 24, N.Y. 











BoaTING CLuBs! 


Be sure to receive special announcements 


of interest to members of your club. 


Print the name and address of your club 
and your secretary’s name on a govern- 
ment postcard and mail today to: 

* 


POPULAR BOATING 
Dept. 1016 


366 Madison Avenue New York 17, N. Y. 





















The Code Book necessarily carries many more signals 
than you will ever need to know. A chart published in the 
October 1956 issue of POPULAR BOATING shows the 
signal flags, and a mounted reprint is available for 10¢. On 
cruisers, or larger boats, a set of flags and a copy of H.O. 
#87 should be carried. 


IMPORTANT SIGNAL FLAG MEANINGS: 

Yes (Affirmative). 

Keep clear of me, I am maneuvering with difficulty. 
I am disabled. Communicate with me. 

I require a pilot. 

No (Negative). 

Man overboard. 

You are standing into danger. 

I require assistance. 

I require medical assistance. 


2<aozangoo 


Not as commonly used, but fun ‘to know and useful 
around Navy or Coast Guard vessels, is the semaphore 
alphabet by which words or code groups are spelled out by 
arm positions. Most interesting if taken on as a club or 
group activity, semaphore offers speedy transmission at dis- 
tances over which it would be impossible to shout. To 
learn, get a partner, turn the chart upside down in front of 
you and position your arms as they then appear to you on 
the chart. As you make the characters, call out the letters 
being sent. This automatically enables your receiving part- 
ner to associate the alphabet letter with your arm positions. 
Take only a few letters at a session, and master them before 
going on to the next. Then trade jobs with your partner so 
you too will learn to receive. 

In emergencies, people often make up their own sema- 
phore code—waving their arms for help—and assistance 
has often been obtained by this means. But even this rudi- 
mentary form of signalling has rules for successful use. Due 
to the widespread practice of waving at passing boats, arm 
signals obviously must be more than a greeting to be suc- 
cessful. 

Life-protection agencies recommend standing silhouetted 
in the clear and waving both arms over the head (the sema- 
phore “attention” signal), preferably holding flags, towels, 
or a paddle. Such a signal means more than a desire to pass 
the time of day, and the conscientious seaman will respond. 
LIGHTS 

Flares and rockets are commonly recognized as distress 
signals, and can be carried on any boat. Flares combining 
color smoke for day or flame for night are available. In an 
emergency a torch can be made by wrapping a kerosene- 
soaked rag on a stick, and holding it well over the side of 
the boat to avoid fire danger. Any such display is obviously 
out of the ordinary and should be investigated. 


MORSE CODE—For Light Signalling: 





A o—_— H eeee6e o—_—_——_—— Vecee— 
B—eee | ee P em—e W e— — 
C—e—e J o——— Q —— eo — X —e o — 
D—ee K —e— R e—e Y —_— ec. 
Ee Ll e—ee S eee Z——eoe 
i eee 
G-——e N—e U e«c— 
Numerals: 
1o—— — — 6—ee0e08 
Q20«o——— 7——eee 
3 0eee—— — 8 ———ee 
4eeee— 9——— — 
5 eee 0o—— — — — 


NOTE: A “dot” is one short “blip.” A dash is held 3-times 
as long. 


Routine, as well as emergency signals, can be made by 
a flashing light. In all of my years at sea as a radio operator 
and communications officer I’ve never been more happy to 
know the Morse Code than one night when my 20-foot 
sloop was almost becalmed off Brenton Reef Lightship. 
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Suddenly my wife and I heard the roar of a string of PT 
boats coming in from the sea. They weren’t waiting for any- 
body. I flashed the light on my sails, but at the same time 
wondered if the boys on those boats knew what their wash 
would do to my 20-footer. 

Working the toggle switch on my portable searchlight, I 
spelled out “PLEASE SLOW DOWN.” They did. Although 
you probably won't run into any PT’s, being able to get an 
important message across to the Government boys is more 
than worth the trouble of learning to flash a few words a 
minute in code. 

Anyone with eyes can learn. A toy signalling outfit, a 
flashlight with a press-button, a small lamp, battery, and 
an inexpensive Morse key, or any kind of searchlight can 
be used. If the light cannot easily be switched on and off to 
make dots and dashes, an impromptu “shutter” can be used. 
Just hold a hat in front of the light, masking it off, then 
lower the hat from in front of the beam to form the charac- 
ters. This is very effective and can be used with a light 
large enough to reach out for miles, such as the “mile-ray” 
type. 

Learn the Morse alphabet, five letters at a time. Two 
persons or individuals in a group can take turns sending. 
Slowly make a “dot” and a “dash’”—that’s the letter “A.” 
As each letter is sent, call it out; and when the “receiver” 
recognizes the letter, he should call it out. In a group this 
may be done in unison. The repeated association of certain 
light-flash patterns with the spoken sound of the letter will 
tie them together in the mind so that eventually response is 
automatic. Send slowly; space your characters well: the 
eye can respond only so fast. Besides, there is no point to 
dazzling speed in Morse-light signalling—if you developed 
into the fastest operator in the world, no one else will 
“read” you. 


SOUND 

Most primitive, but still necessary in many cases, are 
sound signals. Although voice-power is convenient and its 
use instinctive, this is about the least effective means of 
signalling. Odds are that more people have been passed up 
while shouting themselves hoarse, than have been assisted. 
One of the readily available portable “bull horns” gives the 
voice better range, but even the amplified voice is likely to 
be disregarded or misunderstood. 

In an emergency, the universally recognized aural method 
of continuously sounding the fog signal should give better 
results. While voices may be misconstrued, prolonged 
sounding of the horn, whistle or bell should mean just one 
thing to anyone within earshot: a serious effort to attract 
attention to which any seaman should respond. The lung- 
power “fish-horn” signal has quite a range, but much louder 
gas-powered horns are available in portable form, and have 
a commanding blast that will carry a considerable distance. 

Horn and whistle signals are used to convey meanings 
other than distress. According to International Rules, one 
blast means “I am going to the right”; two blasts mean “I 
am going to the left”; three blasts, “My engines are in re- 
verse’; while four blasts or a series of rapid blasts is the 
danger signal indicating that another vessel’s course or in- 
tentions are not understood, are objected to, or cannot be 
complied with. Whistle signals for courses should be an- 
swered with the same signal, to indicate agreement; other- 
wise, the danger signal should be sounded and both vessels 
should stop. Whistle signals for course changes do not 
apply to boats under sail. 

Plenty of trouble has been caused by lack of signalling 
between boats. If the operators of some of the vessels that 
have made collision headlines had not been so aloof, and 
had taken the trouble to communicate their actions and in- 
tentions, they might have kept out of trouble. 

Learn signalling—and practice the processes until you 
command them like another language. You may never have 
serious need for this facility, but signalling is another im- 
portant skill of the seaman, which you'll be the better for 
mastering.—ELBERT ROBBERSON 
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e ¢ DREAM BOATS COME TRUE! 


LSLYMAN (dds 






























































With three new models, the 
1957 Lyman line of safe, sea- 
worthy Clinker-built Outboards and Inboards is the most 
complete ever. Their low cost will delight you! 


New 15 Foot Outboard Runabout with longer forward 
deck has steering wheel mounted forward on front dash. 
In standard model, steering wheel is mounted on amidship 
deck. 


The big 1614 Foot Outboard Runabout is exceptionally 
seaworthy and smart. Seats six, handles biggest outboard 
motors built. 





ang “from $480. 00 i} 


| y 
ef 


> 


16Y%2' OUTBOARD RUNABOUT.., . - from $680 OC ff 
2S A 


eds 
_ Clinkor-B Built - 





The husky 23 Foot Inboard Runabout, es for 
dry riding in open water, is stiff, seaworthy, fast. Motors 
from 100 to 165 HP; speeds from 27 to 35 MPH. 


All Lyman models are Clinker-built for durability and 
smooth, dry riding. No wonder they’re called, “Best boats 
in their class.” 





| 
Write today for illustrated folder on the 1957 line of | 
Lyman Outboards and Inboards ... and name of your 
nearest dealer. 


LYMAN BOAT WORKS 





SANDUSKY, OHIO 





Make Every pin a HOLIDAY! 


Make every day a holiday —rain or shine 

High, sturdy Sceneramic Windshield with 

Con tible B T T K SI for 
See the ALL NEW Sport | vertible BoaTop in STOCK SIZES fc 
Shield, Flying Bridge almost every boat Pe 


BoaTops, and Boat Covers 


$118.25 complete 
in every price range at Sag¢lar = ae YF hy 
your Taylor-Made Dealer 4 MADE by 


writ + > r complete uA TAYLO R €O., INC. ~~ ae 
















BUY 


THE WORLD'S 
MOST COMPLETE 


HI-F'l GUIDE! 


1957 EDITION 








164 PAGES 


NINE BIG CHAPTERS 
Compiled By The Editors Of Popular Electronics 


* WHY AND HOW HI-FI * TUNERS * TAPES 
* RECORD PLAYERS AND CHANGERS 
* TONE ARMS, CARTRIDGES AND NEEDLES 
* PREAMPLIFIERS AND AMPLIFIERS 
* LOUDSPEAKERS * SPEAKER ENCLOSURES 
* SAVING MONEY IN HI-FI 


Also included in this new Hi-Fi volume is 
a helpful YEARBOOK SECTION covering 
all the latest trends in high fidelity. This 
“book within a book” lists the nation’s out- 
standing Hi-Fi records and artists, all FM 
stations, and contains a complete calendar of 
1957 Hi-Fi Shows, plus a directory of Hi-Fi 
literature available free! 


BE SURE TO BUY YOUR COPY! 


NOW ON SALE 
AT ALL NEWSSTANDS AND RADIO PARTS 
DEALERS! PRICE: 75c 


BOAT PLANS 


PATTERNS... FRAME KITS 


FEATURING 
the "L. DORADO" as 


described in this issue. 


BUILD YOUR OWN boat from our 
PLANS, FULL SIZE PATTERNS or 
FRAME KITS. A complete selection 
ef inboards and outboards for 
plywood planking. State require- 
ments or send 50¢ for our BIG 
CATALOG listing all types from 
10’ to 22’. 


GLEN marine, Box 568R, Compton, Calif. 





BROOKS STEVENS 


(continued from page 27) 


transition measured in sales, was quite a success: the Jeep- 
ster left all competition at the post and more Jeep station 
wagons were sold in °47 and °48 than all other makes 
combined. 

While Stevens can whip up a purely utilitarian design, 
he’s more at ease when he applies a touch of ultra deluxe. 
Three years ago, at the request of a group of Cleveland 
industrialists, he designed the Valkyrie, a six passenger, two 
door continental sedan. The Valkyrie is custom-built by 
Spohn and Company in the Bavarian postcard village of 
Ravensburg. 

The Gaylord is another sculptured work from Spohn of 
Ravensburg. Stevens built his own chassis for the car, which 
has a sharklike nose and inboard headlights. Its body is a 
mixture of classic lines with Stevens’ modern interpretation. 

Several years ago, when retained as a consultant for 
Kaiser-Frazer, Stevens privately built three of his own cars, 
each carrying the name Excalibur. 

Stevens’ affinity for automobiles might be traced to a 
promise made by his father when the designer was a 
youngster. Stevens had been struck by polio when he was 
only eight years old. 

Almost wholly paralyzed as a boy, he lay completely im- 
mobile for months. His father, an engineer who believed in 
positive thinking, promised Stevens a Ford roadster when 
he reached 16. There was only one condition—that he 
learn to swim and be able to cover a distance of a mile. 

“I! damned near drowned,” Stevens recalls. “I wanted that 
car more than anything in the world. For months I splashed 
back and forth in one pool after another. The strength 
and encouragement given me by my father is something for 
which I'll always be grateful.” 

Having known polio as a youngster, Stevens still retains 
more than an academic interest in its treatment. Several 
years ago, working with Dr. Herman Kabat, he helped de- 
velop a mechanical therapist in an effort to meet the short- 
age of trained physical therapists in the country. 

Stevens got his Ford when he reached 16. This was the 
first of a stable. Currently he owns 40 classic autos— 
Bentleys, Cords, Mercedes-Benz, Rolls Royces, Jaguars. 

There is little doubt that Stevens’ work of more than a 
year ago—with the Evinrude Lark—was the forerunner of 
an established trend, particularly in outboard runabouts. 

Many of the traditionalists are appalled. 

“I want a boat,” they wail, “that looks like a boat and 
not like a Ford Thunderbird.” 

This is a lament which bothers Stevens not one fig. Who, 
he reasons, is to say how a boat should look? Isn't this the 
job of the designer? Shouldn’t the designer look to the 
future? If the Mayflower was so well thought of in 1620, 
why aren’t vessels of her type being turned out today? 

Stevens has had ample time to relate design to function. 
He started his career in Milwaukee in 1933, after having 
studied architecture at Cornell. Milwaukee, a city of highly- 
skilled labor, turns out a kaleidescopic range of products 
requiring top design. Stevens has had a hand in many of 
them, from outboards to the Milwaukee Rail Road’s diesel 
streamliner, Hiawatha. 

Stevens’ interest in autos has led to a close friendship 
with humorist Herb Shriner who, when not handling -tele- 
vision chores, has promoted several sports car shows. 

Shriner is also an ardent boatman, albeit one of the 
Jersey skiff variety. For several years, Shriner and Stevens 
have been eyeing a 60-foot schooner which they would like 
to buy together. Their object: to hunt for sunken treasure 
off the Florida keys. 

Somehow, a schooner lazing in a gentle swell, her crew 
dreaming of Spanish galleons, doesn’t quite fit an age of 
swept fins, bucket seats and wrap-around windshields. But 
if the transition from old to new is to be made, Stevens is 
the man for it—WILLIAM HENDERSON 
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SEA OF CORTEZ 


(continued from page 41) 


increasing number of sports fishermen all over the world. 
Isolated as he is, there are still few weeks of the year that 
there are not one or two private planes lashed down on his 
field, or a yacht or two in his harbor. 

Everything in Bahia had been hauled in by truck, 350 
brutal miles of desert and mountains, mostly without 
roads, from Ensenada. The, same trucks that bring in 
supplies take turtles to market. The bay teems with turtles 
—also shrimp, lobsters, crabs, clams and fish. The gulf 
is a giant fish-trap that lures in migratory fish of all kinds, 
as they work their way up the coast. In addition, it has 
the perfect climate for marine growth, and its own sea-life, 
from microscopic plankton to giant bass, marlin and sail- 
fish, has never entirely been cataloged by scientists. 

Our missing pair got back at sunset. They had been 
fishing off the foot of Guardian Angel all day, in water 
so clear that the fairyland of marine growth at the bottom 
was distinctly visible. They could actually see big fish 
strike at their bait, 50 or 60 feet down! They had caught 
nearly 500 pounds, mostly bass varieties weighing from 
five to 40 pounds. 

“Never mind that,” we said. “Just tell us how you 
managed to get lost.” 

“Lost?” they protested. “You guys were the ones that 
got lost!” 

When they had last seen us back in the Enchanted 
Islands, we were fishing on the seaward side of the north 
tip of San Luis. They went down the channel side, after 
parting from us, the tide was in. The reef across the 
channel was covered in several places and they found a 
hole close to the island where they could plane. over, 
although expecting the bottom to be torn out from under 
them. They went on to the foot of the island, expecting 
to meet us there. But we, meanwhile, had come down the 
channel side behind them; only we had to waste a lot of 
time finding a passage over the reef, the tide having fallen. 
By the time we got to the foot of the island, they had taken 
off for Bahia. 

“We thought you were ahead of us,” they said. “We 
kept expecting to see you around every point. We were 
the two sickest guys you ever saw when we got here and 
saw you hadn’t made it.” 

Mr. Diaz came down to meet them, as he had us and 
asked them where they came from and how they got there. 

“From San Felipe,” they said, “in this.” 

Mr. Diaz struck his hand to his forehead. “Alone? All 
the way from San Felipe in an outboard?” 

Mr. Diaz had enough gas to get us back to San Felipe, 
but none to spare for fishing. 

The trip back to San Felipe was almost an anti-climax. 
We planed point to point, most of the way through schools 
of gray whales—harmless, but overpoweringly big. 

We learned the trip can be made in outboards, but 
before anyone else attempts it, listen 

Only experienced outboard men with some knowledge of 
ocean cruising should try; it could be suicide for anyone 
else. Until that coast is more thoroughly charted, or until 
you've cruised it once and know its coves and its odd vest- 
pocket weather, even experienced small-boatmen should 
stay close to shore. Point-to-point cruising is for old hands. 

Take enough food and water for survival for at least 
ten days on a desert coast. If you’re wrecked, your only 
hope for rescue is a chance Mexican fisherman. Go in a 
group and stick together, so you can help each other. It’s 
safe only as a fleet operation. 

Someday the peninsular coast of that gulf is going to 
be recognized everywhere for what it is—the world’s 
finest fishing and resort country. Maybe we, by demonstrat- 
ing its accessibility, helped open it up for development. 

—Bos FRANCIS 
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™“ ALBACORE 


The only 15-foot sailing dinghy 
in America for $1000 


z 
@ Ample stability for beginners 


and plenty of feel and per- 
formance to satisfy the expe- 
rienced sailor. 


@ Roomy enough for 3 adults 
and 2 or 3 children to sit in 


the boat on comfortable side 2 
benches. j Ae 
= 


@ Its hot moulded mahog- 
any hull is practically in- 
destructible. 


@ Light to trail—and 
launch—or secure on 
moorings. 


Complete boat . .$935.00 
Main & Jib..... 95.00 
Rs eee 770.00 





SEE the complete line of Fairey Marine boats at the 1957 Boat 
Shows: 


Chicago National Boat Show—Booths +970A, 10510 
New England Show in Boston—Booth +135 


GEORGE D. O’DAY e0ec.. 


9 Newbury St. 


Boston 16, Mass. 
DISTRIBUTORS FOR FAIREY MARINE LTD. 
























new, combination 


MILE-O-GRAPH { 


accurately measures WH 


NAUTICAL MILES ON ALL SEA CHARTS 
OR MILEAGE ON ROAD MAPS 


Get mileage instantly on sea charts or road maps. No 
arithmetic — no special instruments! You can mea- 
sure nautical miles instantly on all charts with 


the combination Mile-O-Graph. This prec.- SET SCALE 
sion patented combination MILE-0-GRAPH by turning 
comp ites nautical miles on all charts knob 

of United States and Canadian in- on end 
land and coastal waters, and 

also foreign waters. ONLY 


‘2 EACH 
OR 3 FOR ‘5 


gift boxed 
MONEY-BACK 


Combination MILE-0-GRAPH 
also contains scales for 
most road maps. Saves 
time and temper, 
on the sea, 





GUARANTEE 
or on the itwas—- We pay postage 
d A on Prepaid 
road, } ¥ Orders. 





When ordering, 
please specify combination Mile-O-Graph. 


¥ ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee er ee ee ee -| 
— MILEAGE MILE-O-GRAPH, INC., Dept. PBD-3_ I 
MEASURE shown by 117 Liberty St., New York 6, N. Y. 
ape pointer thru 4 Please send. . . combination Mile-O-Graphs at i 
y runn ng magnified $2 each or 3 for $5. Enclosed find $ n or 
— along window send C.0.D. I will pay postman. 
Cc or 
map route GAME... eeseceeeeeenscssnssesenenensnstsenensnessenersnerses | 
———— : 10 ee oa Meer meee 1 
SETS TO ANY SCALE i i 
ON ANY SCALED CHART NE a IIE niccececcecceecsoncsnsenenntienncsuienenscornseensonsés 1 
AND MOST MAPS i ea a cries 
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*FORD MARINE?@ ENGINES & 
*CONVO MARINE CONVERSION KITS 


You can enjoy the same boating pleasure and satisfaction as OSCO owners 
all over the world do, by the many thousands, (20,000 Osco V8’s, thousands 
of other gas and diesel engines). Get yourself an OSCO Ford Marined® 
Engine, or convert with the famous, easy-to-use CONVO® Marine Parts 
Assemblies and Reversing Gears for all popular Ford and Jeep engines. 
Lower initial cost, standardized power, and immediate service anywhere! 


send 25tor OSCO MOTORS CORP. 


Gene Se Philadelphia 40-P, Penna. Cable: Oscomotors 





uti. MARINER 
DAY-CRUISER — 21’ of high per- 
formance. Built to custom specifi- 
cations — costs very little more. 
Fully-equipped, ready-to-sail. In- 
board or out- 


board power. Write for complete 


information and 
specifications. 








GENERAL MOTORBOAT COMPANY 
A Division of Kentucky Forest Products, Inc. 


ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 
OR LT Ae eS SE TT TTT 








Guaranteed and 


USED BOATS 
ready to go! 
USED MOTORS — anywhere. 


1 / Lyman Leader with 1954 10 h.p. 
mooring cover .... 


15’ 1954 Lyman Fisherman, 
cushions on seats 


/ 1953 PlastiCraft XL525, 1955 25 h.p. Evinrude, steer- 
14 ing, controls, cushions, mooring cover — 
15 1955 Old Town Runabout, 1955 25 h.p. 

steering, controls, mooring cover 


and address for complete list of over 100 inboard and outboard 
used boats, with peneee ane brief descriptions Sixty used 
outboard motors from $45 on money-back guar antee. We ship 
everywhere 


DALE ache 2 CLLUV1, BAY HEAD. N.J. 
ONE OF AMER CA‘'S FOREMOST BOAT DEALERS 


Bist year on the same site under the original owner-management. A friendly, 
reliable place to buy your boat, new or used. 


Send name 














With CRAIG CRAFT New °5/ Catalog 
DAT KITS ss: so-reeernci crn 


SAVE 2/3! 
Easy-to-build 
MAHOGANY 


DECKS & FRAMES . 
SEND |0¢ for CATALOG 


eid 


Build over 50 modern boats from me scale plans, 
available with FULL-SIZE patterns, new PRE-F AB 
frame kits! All types: prams to cruisers, 6 to 25 ft. 
Best buy for Ameteurs! SEND I0c for CATALOG. 

















BUILD THE L DORADO 
(continued from page 51) 


plywood if panels free of joints are desired. However, 
shorter sections of plywood may be used if splicing is done 
to fall in flat areas between the frames. The splices must 
be between frames in order that the butt joints can be 
secured to backing or butting blocks, screwed and glued 
to the inner side at the joints. The plywood backing blocks 
should be made of %” plywood and 8” wide to extend 4” 
on either side of the butt joint and assure sufficient strength. 
Butt joining at frames would create a weak structural sec- 
tion and is to be avoided. 

In installing the sheers, you will note that on the materials 
list four 46” by 1%” by 14’ strips were called for. Actually 
there are only two sheers, not four. Each sheer is formed 
from a lamination of two of the %”-thick strips glued 
together. However, for ease of installation, set in the first 
of the sheer strips and secure it in place. Then coat the 
surface of the installed strip with glue and secure the second 
to it. This is most easily done by screwing it first to the 
second frame, then working from amidships forward, 
clamping the two sheers together in a number of places 
with C-clamps or securing them from the inside outward 
with annual ring nails, using 2” screws to secure at the 
frames transom and stem and 1” screws to secure the two 
laminates more firmly between each of the frame members. 
One screw midway between each of the four sections is 
sufficient. 

When laying on the skin or sheet planking, you will 
find that by soaking down with a piece of burlap, cloth, 
or a sponge saturated with hot water, those areas which 
must be curved to follow the bottom contours, the bending 
can be accomplished without danger of cracking. In order 
to hold the bowed planking in position when putting in 
the screws, several supporting blocks screwed to the chine 
or sheet temporarily will hold the planking in place and 
eliminate the danger of screws pulling from the wood or 
the heads through the wood. 

Many builders recommend dipping screws in aviation 
glue (carried by marine dealers) to offer a better grip. In 
securing the bottom planking, drill %” lead holes and 
countersink slightly. The screw holes above the screw heads 
will later be filled with a card setting wood putty such as 
Woodtex, Famo-Wood, or Duratite. 

Seats should be varnished or painted before installation, 
and should not be secured into place until the entire boat 
has been painted. The painting, of course, is a matter of 
personal taste but the two-toned design shown in the artist’s 
conception of L. Dorado appears to enhance the general 
swept-back lines of the boat and can serve as a pattern. 

Though steering controls can be installed after the bridge 
decking, tail pieces and other finishing items are in place, 
better concealment and considerably less time is involved 
if the cables, pulleys, guides, and the remote shift and 
throttle controls are all positioned before decking goes into 
place. 

A list of materials for steering installation, remotes, and 
other accessories was not given as a part of the bill of mate- 
rials since these are separate from the-~hull itself. A good 
quality steering wheel will cost from $14 to $25. If the 
steering rig chosen is of the conventional cable type, you 
will also require four tiller rope pulleys for which you better 
budget $6, four tiller rope guides, $1.50, two tiller rope 
clamps, 40¢ to 50¢ each and a pair of tiller rope tension 
springs at 50¢ to 75¢ each. Depending on the location of 
your steering wheel (the L. Dorado is designed for modern 
front cockpit steering) approximately 25’ of tiller rope 
will be needed. It is recommended that you buy nylon- 
covered braided wire since it offers excellent flexibility, 
good wearing properties, and is resistant to corrosion. 
Cable of this type costs about 25¢ a foot. Remotes, de- 
pending upon the type of motor and the exact location 
you select for them, will, with fittings, cost about $35 


POPULAR BOATING 

















You will note in the photograph of the completed L. 
Dorado that a wraparound windshield is fitted to the fore- 
deck. Marine dealers and manufacturers such as Nelson 
A. Taylor, offer a wide choice of windshields ranging from 
a few dollars up. 

For upholstery, foam rubber covered with a tough vinyl 
will serve well. A 1”-thick 18” wide foam rubber pad, suffi- 
cient to give a cushioned overlap at the leading edge with 
several inches to spare (which can be trimmed off and used 
for cockpit coaming padding) can be bought from mail 
order houses for approximately $1.20 a running foot. For 
greater comfort and luxury, of course, you can cement 
two thicknesses together. The 18” width will also permit 
an overlap over the top of the seat backs, since the padding 
need extend only to within 242” of the bottom of the seat 
backs. The rubber should be glued into position, then 
covered with a heavy upholstery plastic that is water repel- 
lent, will not fade when exposed to sunlight, and is mildew, 
rust and flame resistant. Such materials range in price 
from about $4 to $6 a yard in 54” widths. This width can 
be split lengthwise to offer enough material to cover seat 
backs and seat covers with ample left over for cockpit 
coaming padding. 

If, as the designer recommends, you desire to Fiber- 
glas rather than paint the boat, an average Fiberglassing kit, 
including enough material to completely cover the hull 
from keel to gunwales, including the transom, will cost 
approximately $45. Kits include the fiberglass cloth, resin, 
squeegee and the pigment, as well as instructions for appli- 
cation. Glen L. Marine carries a kit prepared specially for 
L. Dorado at $44.50. 

The total cost of L. Dorado will vary in different locales. 
Our bill for lumber came to $100.65. Metal fastenings 
and glue cost $52.49. Added to the $88.00 for the frame 
kit, this brought the price of the completed hull to $251.14. 
Steering, upholstery, windshield, deck hardware, remote 
controls all of top quality, plus a fiberglass kit would add 
approximately $225.00 so that this sporty runabout, lushly 
finished off, could be ready for the water at slightly more 
than $475.00. By using economy grade upholstery mate- 
rials with one inch rather than two inch rubber padding, 
and price-shopping on all accessories, you would complete 
the job on a $400 budget. In either case, you’d wind up 
with one of the smartest appearing 13-footers on your local 
waterway—HANK W. BOWMAN 
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"DO YOU GIVE GREEN STAMPS?" 
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(or anything else — from a rowboat to a battleship!) 


The Worlds Tinsit- Anche, 
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“Anchors and 
Anchoring.” 
Send Name 
and Address 
for 

Free Copy. 
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The New 1957 SPEED QUEEN | 


ONE OF 19 NEW STARCRAFT MODELS 


Split Center Deck 
GIVES EASY ACCESS TO MOTOR 


IT’S FAST! e IT’S LIGHT! 


Speedy. Handles motors 5-35 h.p. Special 
Alcoa Aluminum Alloy resists corrosion even 
in salt water. 14’ weighs 235 Ibs. Oak gun- 
wales, mahogany seats. Stamped-in spray 
rails. Non-skid floor walk. Extra compart- 
ments in center deck. 





Write Dept. PB-3 


For Free Catalog. Bow Transom 


Beom Depth Width Seats 








63° 30" s2”° 2 





BUILT BY 


| eee GUMMOGUMLT 


STARCRAFT BOAT CO., GOSHEN, IND. 














When you order 
by mail... 


please print your name and address 
clearly, be specific in your order, en- 
close proper amount, allow ample 
time for delivery. 














SPEEDLINER 


presents 
DREAM BOATS... 


...for Family Water Fun 


Speedliner, the finest fleet for "57 features 26 of the 
safest, most rugged boats afloat. Every model is a 
dreamboat for quality, style, performance. Rede- 
signed bottoms give smoother ride, easier handling. 
For boating or water skiing, there is a beautiful, 
rugged championship Speedliner boat just for you, 
including two outstanding new FIBER- 
GLAS models. For full details see your 
dealer or send coupon TODAY! 


SPEEDLINER WATER SKIS 
Speedliner water skis for "57 are per- 

; fect for expert or beginner. 9-ply Phil- 

4) “™ ippine Mahogany construction makes 

M them extra strong and split resistant, 
“ibs. yet flexible and maneuverable. Avail- 
=. able in popular sizes or low-cost ski 
kits. See your dealer or send coupon. 


| GENERAL MARINE COMPANY - 
| Dept. 3737 6th and Oak St., St. Joseph, Mo. | 
| Gentlemen: Please send me complete information on 
© Speediiner Boats and Kits 0 Skis and Ski Kits 
©) Protected Speediiner Dealerships. l 


| NAME 





| 
iionssneimemaee ! 
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W ith early spring come boat shows and new announcements of products 
to make the new year easier for the boatman who is getting ready for 
relaunching or refurbishing his craft. Below and on the opposite page are a 
few of the items which will be of interest to outboard, inboard, and sailboat 
men alike. “Roughing it” need no longer be an essential part of going to sea. 
Next month a special feature will bring a bonus section of additional products 


useful for fitting out.—F.D. 


NAUTILUS I 
This new radio telephone operates 
within the range from 2000 to 3000 
kc and comes with either wood or 
metal cabinets. It offers eight pre-tuned 
operating frequencies, which are crys- 
tal controlled, for both transmitting 
and receiving. It weighs 28 Ibs. and 

measures 9” x 15” x 10%”. 
MER., Dynamics Corp. of America, 
25 W. 43rd St., New. York 36, N. Y. 


UNIVERSAL TANK SOUNDER 
A tank gauge for gasoline, fuel oil or 
water tanks of any size or shape; can 
be installed without cutting or dis- 
turbing existing tank installations. 
Working on a pressure principle sim- 
ilar to a barometer, it indicates the 
number of inches of liquid above the 
bottom of the tank. A single gauge 
may be used to show the contents of 
any combination or number of fuel 
and water tanks by means of a mani- 
fold valve available at extra cost. 


teeta . x cy 

There are no electrical connections or 
floats required. The connection be- 
tween the tank and the gauge is a 4%” 
soft copper tube which can be strung 
like wire to any location desired per- 
mitting flexibility of installation. The 
gauge is manufactured of corrosion 
resistant materials throughout. Price 
for single tank installation is $32.50. 


MER., Associated Manufacturers 
Co., Inc., 5 Skillman Ave., Roslyn, 
kn & 

365 BOTTOM PAINT 

Test panels of this new paint and four 
other leading bottom paints were sub- 
merged in southern waters where foul- 
ing is exceptionally bad. The manu- 
facturer claims that 365 was the only 
one that remained 100% effective at 
the end of a year, dropping only 11% 
after 18 months. It is sold with a 365 
day guarantee, and covers at the rate 
of 350 sq. ft. to the gallon. 

Other new additions to the Sudbury 
line recently announced include a new 
submersible pump, windshield wiper, 
liquid zinc coating for metals, and a 
plastic gunwale guard. 

MFR., Sudbury Laboratory, South 
Sudbury, Mass. 


VIBRA-TAK 
This pocket size tachometer, complete 
with leather case and unsinkable plas- 
tic container, is calibrated to 21,000 
rpm. Outboard and inboard motors 
may be checked without dismantling 
or using special connections to deter- 
mine if adjustments or repairs have 
changed the rpm. The nose of the 


tachometer is placed against any part 
of the motor, or against the side of 
the boat; readings are obtained by 
adjusting the métal reed and reading 
the scale. Price, in aluminum, $5; 
with corrosion resistant nickel finish, 
$7.50. 

MFR., Martin Engineering Co., 
Neponset, Ill. 
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DUVAL BUOY 
A new kind of buoy, light and extra 
buoyant, will not mark or scar boat. 
Constructed of Dylite, a new water- 
resisting solid plastic, it comes in 
three sizes: Large buoy floats 60 lbs., 





has 16” diameter, is 17” in height. 
Medium pick up buoy floats 15 Ibs., 
is 10” x 11”. Small buoy is 8” x 8”. 

MEFR., Duval Industries, 12 Argyle 
St., Winthrop 52, Mass. 


BOAT TRAILER WINCHES 
These run on the power supplied by 
a car battery or by a handle for 4.8 
to 1 ratio manual operation. Prices: 
6 and 12 v, 600 Ib. capacity, $49.50; 
6 v, 800 lb. capacity, $56.50; 12 v, 
100 Ib. capacity, $56.50; 6 v, 1,000 
lb. capacity, $64.50. 

MER., Pleasure Craft, 1000 Farm- 
ington Ave., West Hartford 7, Conn. 
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ALUMINUM CLEANER 
First remove all loose dirt, then apply. 
Let set and wipe off. It removes oxi- 
dation and leaves a smooth finish. Full 
directions come with each quart bot- 
tle. One $2.95 bottle is reported to 
clean average size boat. 

MFR., Alumna Craft Boat Co., 
2633 27 Ave. S., Minneapolis 6, Minn. 


SATUIT MARINE FLOATS 
These prefabricated floats are con- 
structed of styrofoam encased in a 
shell of hard long leaf pine. Styrofoam 
is about 30 times lighter than water; 
resists corrosion or puncture and is 
not crumbly. It can withstand temper- 
atures from below zero to 170° F, has 
no odor, and has no food value; there- 
fore will not attract marine life, mold 
growth, rodents, or other pests. Salt 
water seems to have little effect on it. 





The three sizes are 5’ x 10’, 6’ x 12’, 
and 20’ x 30’, priced at $265, $295, 
and $1850 respectively. $40 less for 
knockdown kits. 

MER., Fred S. Gilley & Co., Inc., 
158 Sumner St., Boston, Mass. 





IMPORTED SAIL BOATS 
Three Dutch-built yachts are imported 
by Van Breems. Dutch Maid (shown 
here): a 30’ auxiliary with 300 sq. ft. 
of sail, uses a Universal Atomic Four 
engine, sleeps four inside, has full 
headroom, an enclosed head, stainless 
steel galley and icebox. Price, $8,700 
on the eastern seaboard, delivered 





complete. International 400 Mark II: 
31’ auxiliary, an enlarged and im- 
proved version of the Oxford 400. It 
has sail area of over 500 sq. ft.; pow- 
er by a Palmer Marine 22 hp engine. 
Price, approximately $10,000. Flying 
Junior is a daysailer built of Rehalite, 
a Dutch process of reinforced fiber- 
glas; 14’ long with a broad beam. 
Price, less than $1,000 with sails. 

DIST., Van Breems International 
Corp., Stamford, Conn. 
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ee HAVE A PICNIC 


Sure Fun with SwitzERCRAFT 


e Beautiful 


e Comfortable 


e Terrific performers 
e LUXURY throughout 


You will be proud to own 


CRYSTAL LAKE, ILLINOIS 
See your dealer now or write (DEPT. |) 








Can you load a Loot 
OVER A 3% FOOT CULVERT? 
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Yes indeed. A Mastercraft boat trailer with its amazing 
loading-launching ramp, makes it possible to load and 
launch in many spots that you could never go before ... 
even over a high culvert or bank. 


8 MASTERCRAFT trailers, inc. 





NOTE TO ALL BOATERS: Try gypsy boating? Lots of fun trailering 
your boat to lake or beach anywhere. And you'll enjoy it even more 
with the easy loading and launching offered by MASTERCRAFT. 


Prices start at $112.00 FOB Middletown. See your Master- 


craft dealer or write for free 1957 catalog today. 


83 MIDDLEFIELD ST., MIDDLETOWN, CONN, 


8! 






















Light, Indestructible Duval Buoy 


At last—a years-ahead improvement in 
buoys! Made of amazing Dylite—extra- 
tough, extra-buoyant plastic. Won't scar 
boat. No harm if you foul, 3 Sizes: Large 
Mooring A ( 16” diameter—floats 60 Ibs. )— 
$29.95. Medium Pick-Up C (10” diameter 
—floats 15 Ibs. )--$19.95. Small Pick-Up B 
(8” diameter )—$5.95. (Large and medium 
buoys have steel eyebolt & swivel.) Check 
or money order to Duval Industries, Dept. 
P, 12 Argyle St., Winthrop 52, Mass. 












SAVE 2-24 THE PRICE 
OF FACTORY-BUILT BOATS 


Runabouts, cruisers, convertibles, fishing; 
43 models, 8 through 18 ft. Freight paid, 
$39.25 up. Assembled and finished by in- 
experienced owners, Luger boats equal 
factory-built in speed, handling, style, 
beauty; yet save you ‘2 to %3. Owners 
Say: ‘Fastest boat on river.’’ ee 
“Pleasure to assemble."’ . . . ‘‘Everyone 
admires my Luger."’ Thousands in use. 
Send for big, free boat kit catalog; also 
lists fibergias, hardware, accessories, 
trailers, paint. Write for catalog today. 













CATALOG 
Free! 


Write 











; pI WATER 
(poe SKIS 
THOSE IN THE “‘KNOW”’ 
WILL BE USING THOMPSONS 
Sold Exclusively Through 

Marine Dealers or Write 

for Literature 


- Thompson Skis, Inc. 


301 WILLOW LANE - CRIVITZ, WISCONSIN 















WHEN ANSWERING 

ADVERTISEMENTS, 

SAY YOU SAW IT 
IN POPULAR BOATING 

















STOPS BOAT LEAKS FOREVER! 


EverShield FIBERGLAS 


No Sanding 


NEW PERFECTED PROCESS CUTS 
COSTS & WORK, PAYS FOR ITSELF 
Stops leaking seams, rotted planks, 
boat worms. Ends hauling, scraping, 






caulking, painting! Can't crack, peel 
or stretch, can’t ‘‘weather’’ even 
in salt water. Can't waterlog Ac- 


tually makes boats lighter in water: 
- increases speed up to 5% Now 
Five Times apply without cost and hard work of 
power sanding. Exclusive Paint Peel- 
The Strength er takes off old paint in one easy 
of Steel step—no gooey mess, no neutralizing 
faves wood ready for ‘iberglas’ 
permanent armor protection of decks, 
cabins, bottoms—OF ANY SIZE BOAT. 
Adds years of life even to old hulls. 
Used for Navy boats, ete. Best Fiber- 
gias process in existence. 


DEALERS: Territories open for exclusive No-Sand- 
ing Fiberglas, Paint Peeler, new ‘‘Britework’’ finish. 
on your letterhead. 






Complete instry 
tions & brochure 





Write Dealer Division today 


EVERSHIELD INC. 





Dept. A-3 228 St. Paul St. 








Sailor’s Swap 


& Classified 


Advertisements are not acknowledged, they are printed in the first issue to go to press after receipt, 


Rates and Terms: ‘‘Sailor’s Swap & classified” are printed uniformly, (no bold face type allowed), at 35¢ per word 


including name & address or box number, 
amount must accompany every advertisement. 
BOATING, 366 Madison Ave., New York 17, N 


SALE: Shoal Draft Aux. Yawl 36’ x 10’ x 3/6”, 
full headroom, sleeps 3-5. Trumpy designed, 
$6200.00. A. E. McKinley, 301 E. Main St., 
Moorestown, N. J. 


ACF 34 ft. 1951 Palmer 120. HP about 420 hours. 
Sleeps six on foam rubber mattresses. Stainless 
steel galley with 75 lb. ice box, sink and 2 burner 
alcohol stove. Enclosed head forward with basin. 
6/2” head room throughout. Completely equipped 
with new dinghy. Located New York area. Box 
101, % POPULAR BOATING. 








INVENTORS—lIf you believe you have an inven- 
tion, you should find out how to protect it. Send 
for copy of our Patent Booklet, “‘How to Protect 
Your Invention” and “Invention Record” form. 
No obligation. McMorrow, Berman & Davidson, 
Registered Patent Attorneys, 244-A Victor Build- 
ing, Washington 1, D. C. 








ANSCO Color Prints by New England’s Oldest 
Authorized Ansco Color Finisher. Wallet size, spe- 
cial 106; 2% x 3%, 25¢;3% x 4, 35¢; 4 x 5, 50¢€; 
5 x 7, $1.00; 8 x 10, $1.50. Ansco and Ektachrome 
Color Film $1.00 per roll processed. 35mm 1s 
mounted. Minimum Order $1.00. No C.0.D. Please. 
Guaranteed to satisfy or your money back. U. S. 
Color Mart, Box 2222, Hartford 1, Conn. 








BINOCULARS repaired, all makes and models. 
Authorized Bausch & Lomb, Zeiss, Hensoldt, and 
Bushnell dealer. Tele-Optics, 5514 Lawrence, Chi- 
eago 36, Illinois. 





29 FOOT, Herreshoff-designed Shelter Island sloop 
with auxiliary outboard. Marconi stainless steel 
rigging. Cabin sleeps two. Hauled at City Island, 
N. Y. Price is $1500 firm. Box 108, % POPULAR 
BOATING. 


WORLD coverage of all current aeronautical maps 
and charts. Agents for Coast & Geodetic Survey, 





Hydrographic Office, Air Force. Free catalogue 
available. Pan American Navigation Service, 


12021-8 Ventura Blvd., N. Hollywood, Calif. 








Baitimore 2, Md. 
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with a minimum of twenty words. 
yp advertisement to Sailors Swap & Classified, % POPULAR 





Check or money order in correct 


ZARA, 53’ Diesel Auxiliary Ketch available char- 
tering in the Bahamas from Nassau, and Florida. 
Six accommodated. Write Captain Lambert, Jupi- 
ter, Florida. 





30 FOOT Speedboat fast 
will swap for sports car or what have you. 
109, POPULAR BOATING. 


and beautiful $1600 or 
Box 





FREE catalog describing famous Weems naviga- 
tion aids and instruments. Send today. Weems 
Mark II Plotter (statute miles) $2.00; Weems’ 
Mark II N Plotter (nautical miles) $2.50; Dalton 
E-6B Computer $10.00; new Mark VIII-C Com- 
puter $2.50; new Casey-Myers Computer $4.00; 
Link Bubble Sextant $37.50; many navigation 
books including new Weems Air Navigation $6.00; 
Flying the Omnirange, Zweng $4.00; Electronic 
Navigation, Orman $4.50; Learning to Navigate, 
Weems and Eberle $2.00; Star Chart, Illyne $1.00. 
Do as other navigators, pilots and students do. 
Select your navigation aids and instruments from 
the Weems Catalog. Send for it today. Address 
Department 12, Weems System of Navigation, An- 
napolis, Maryland. 





YOUR Favorite Color Slide As A Painting. Details 





Upon Request. Stemo’s Naturecraft, 2122 Oak 
Street, Northbrook, Illinois. 
ENGLISH Ailsa Craig Diesel For 40’ Auxiliary 


1200 RPM. Clutch, Reverse, Pressure Lubrication, 
Hand Start. Demonstrator, Run Under 10 Hours. 
Cost $1195 Want $725. Robertson, 80 Shore Road, 


Port Washington, N. Y. PO-7-7700. 





FOR Sale: 33’6” Auxiliary Sloop, completed 1954, 
sleeps 4, completely equipped, large sail inventory, 
professionally maintained, $8500. Charles Angle, 
5395 St. Paul, Rochester 17, N. Y. 





FREE Catalog—Over 3000 Hard to Find Special- 
ties for Fishermen. Netcraft Company, Dept. PF, 
Toledo 13, Ohio. 
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FIRST AID FIRST 


(continued from page 43) 


Treatment for the bite of the Black Widow spider is about 
the same, and this bite can be fatal, too. 

You may also ask yourself whether you can apply a 
splint, treat convulsions, relieve motion sickness, apply pre- 
ventives against infection, administer an antidote for poison 
taken internally or help deliver a baby. The book has the 
answers. 

The children may know enough to keep away from 
poison ivy, poison oak or poison sumac, but not many 
people, young or old, know that the beautiful buttercup, the 
primrose and other plants can cause irritation. This may be 
regarded as minor, but it is nonetheless painful. Extreme 
temperatures can cause more serious difficulties, such as 
heat stroke and frostbite. Few casual outdoorsmen and 
scarcely a majority of the old hands would know what to 
do unless they have read up on accidents and first aid. 

You can buy separate items and put together your own 
first aid kit, but a better idea is to buy one already assembled 
in a handy package. Two of the best known for indoors or 
outdoors are the Travelkit and the Autokit. The latter is 
larger, but not too large for convenience and both contain 
essential first aid items, including an antiseptic cream in a 
pliable tube. This eliminates the chance of the user injuring 
himself on broken glass in his own first aid kit. 

If you are going into snake country antivenom can be 
added and if you are going on a long trip a larger, more 
complete kit probably would be needed but for the usual 
fishing, hunting or boating activity such kits as these are 
most practical. One will fit in any pocket and the other in 
a large pocket. 

Kling bandage, developed by the United States Govern- 
ment, tested in Korea and now on the market in varying 
widths, is regarded as the first new development in bandage 
in 70-odd years and it has qualities making it ideal for the 
sportsman’s use. 

Unlike ordinary gauze, Kling has elasticity, will not fray 
along the edges and if accidentally dropped will not unroll 
to pick up a mess of germs that might be placed in an open 
wound. 

First read about accidents and what to do, then get a kit 
and hope you don’t need it, but be ready in case you do. 

—LAWTON CARVER 





HERE'S HOW | 


(continued from page 12) 


ously, though, the easiest way he knows of assuring him- 
self that his motor will receive proper lubrication is for 
him to furnish the correct lubricants under his own brand 
name. 

There are two types of lower units now made. One is 
lubricated by fluid grease; the other, by oil.. The lubricant 
must be specially processed to provide protection against 
rust and corrosion within the gear case. It must also possess 
unusual chemical stability and resistance to direct oxida- 
tion. And it should not emulsify or foam. Just any grease 
or oil, therefore, won't do the job. 

In direct answer to your question—yes, you can use a 
brand of lower-unit lubricant other than that recommended 
by the manufacturer of your motor. But be sure (1) to 
use only grease in a grease-lubricated unit and oil in an 
oil-lubricated unit, and (2) to purchase a lubricant that is 
specially made for outboard-motor lower units. Such a 
lubricant is easily recognized because the container dis- 
plays the words “outboard gear grease,” “outboard gear 
oil” or some variation of these two phrases. 

Questions answered in this column are those chosen to 
be of greatest interest to all boatmen. Address queries to 


POPULAR BOATING, 366 Madison Ave., N. Y.17, N.Y. 
MARCH, 1957 








MORE FUN {a1 the whole family! 
wt tl firh AND Juntich 


Expressly designed to meet your needs for 
a boat that’s tops in performance, low in cost and upkeep, 
Sailfish and Sunfish guarantee fun-packed weekends and 
vacations at the lake or at the shore. Rides on top of your car, 
needs no dock or mooring space, rigged and ready to go in 
minutes. More than 6000 in commission make the Sailfish— 
and its sister craft the Sunfish—one of America’s largest and 
most popular classes of small sailboat. Join the fleet and you’ll 
see why! Available factory-built or in easy-to-assemble kits. 





ALCORT, INC. Dept. pB-37 
P.O. Box 1345, Waterbury, Conn. 


Sailfish and Sunfish sound ideal. 
Please rush full information. 


@ Exciting performance 
@ Easy to sail 

@ Highly portable 

@ Perfect for racing NAME 


@ Swamp-proof safety i a 
@ Low, low upkeep ne nereeeseentecnerereneeneerereereenerengescentnmenetnenseeenatt 














AMERICAN 
YACHTSMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION 


A non-profit corporation 
organized for boatmen by boatmen. 


SEE WHAT YOUR $10 MEMBERSHIP BRINGS YOU 





1. Lower Marine Insurance Rates 7. Legislative representation 
2. Savings on Merchandise 8. Safety development infor- 
3. Charts mailed to any location mation 
4. Monthly newsletter 9. Swap service 
5. AMYA burgee and pin 10. Individual questions an- 
6. Yard and work tips swered 
AMERICAN YACHTSMEN’S ASSOCIATION PB 
Box 588, Annapolis, Md. 
Please send, without obligation, descriptive brochure of 
benefits through AMYA membership. 


ee ee re RM okesiwonusuaneoauwe 
































ZOBEL’S 21’ SEA FOX makes 30 m.p.h. with a (00 hp. Gray engine. Of top quality 
construction, she is Everdur-fastened and copper-riveted throughout, and her fuel tank 
and propeller shaft are of Monel. She’s safe ana seaworthy, an excellent all-purpose 


“KIT: $4590. J OBEL'S SEA SKIFF AND YACHT WORKS 
700 Ocean Ave. e Sea Bright, N. J. 
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This year’s speedy runabouts reflect 


elements of aircraft and automotive styling 


New entrant to the high-styled runabout field is the 
Switzer Shooting Star at top, a 15’ outboard model. 

Ted Jones designed and Bellingham produced is the 

Bell Boy Bikini powered with twin Interceptors. 
Paramount Wood Products, Paramount, Calif., makes the 
Power Cat 15, a catamaran that will do up to 40 m.p.h. 
The Lone Star Meteor, bottom, is a 15-footer of fiberglas 
that features two-tone hull and upholstery, docking lights. 


84 PRINTED IN U.S.A, 


TYLE and color are considered an 
important feature of boat design, as 
evidenced by the examples shown here. 
Fiberglas, metal, and molded ply now 
allow new curves in hull design, and 
the craft likely to set the pace for 
1957 all take advantage of the latest 
construction methods. 

Sports car and airplane design have 
had their influence on the lines of the 
craft now appearing in boat exhibits 
and show rooms across the country. 
High speed Gold-Cuppers, the show- 
boats of American racing, have had 
their impact as well. Ted Jones, dean 
of the unlimited class designers, has 
turned out the Bell Boy Bikini, shown 
second from the top during its debut 
at the New York Boat show. Built in 
Bellingham, Washington, it has report- 
edly topped 100 miles per hour when 
powered with two Dearborn Intercep- 
tors. Its hull is that of a three-pointer 
with points of contact on the two spon- 
sons and the propeller. Its rear stabi- 
lizer adds to its Gold Cup appearance, 
and high performance touches such 
as the off-set rudder and small water 
scoop intakes on the trailing edge of 
each sponson also heighten the re- 
semblance. 

Twin tail fins are showing popular- 
ity as a style feature and many of the 
new runabouts display them. Intro- 
duced in Brooks Stevens Lark design, 
there are now reportedly over thirty 
manufacturers who incorporate some 
facets of his original plan. 

Automotive-type headlights and air 
scoops have also appeared afloat. 
Though the scoop is usually non-func- 
tional, several manufacturers have in- 
cluded it in their deck design. 

Catamarans, both for power and 
sail propulsion, also appear to be en- 
joying new popularity. The twin room 
of two hulls plus the inherent stability 
of the design seem to be attracting 
the interest of many experimental- 
minded boatmen. 

Some of the new styles appear too 
radical to retain lasting popularity, but 
all will have a strong influence on our 
pleasure craft of the future. co 
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B Lenora 


TRIMMED WITH Platinum 


PROTECTED ON THE BOTTOM WITH 


Vinylcide 








COh. for the life of a sailor’s wife ! 


... fun is a family affair 


with an Evinrude ! 


[here’s more fun for the skipper... more fun for the 
mate...and a wonderful life for a happy crew in 
today’s family-style boating. The best things in life 
are yours with a new 757 Evinrude! 

If you feel a restless craving for adventure... : 
daydreaming urge to be outdoors and doing things... 
it’s a sign of spring, sailor! A sign that it’s high time 
you stopped in at your Evinrude dealer. When you see 
the new Evinrudes you'll know why more families are 
turning to boating... why more of them are choosing 
Evinrudes. 


There are great new 18 and 35 horsepower engines 
that set new standards of big-load driving ability. New 
starting ease in manual or 12-volt electric starting. A 
magnificently styled new Lark. Wonderfully smooth, 
whisper quiet power in all nine models... from 3 to 
35 horsepower! 

See... and try today’s finest outboard motors at your 
Evinrude dealer. Ask for a ‘‘Revelation Ride.’ Catalog 
free — write EVINRUDE MOTORS, 

41419 N. 27th St., Milwaukee 16, Wisconsin. ieee iin 


in the | 
"Yellow Pages’ 


A Division of Outboard Marine Corporation 


In Canada: Mfd. by Evinrude Motors, Peterborough jePieemnmnnanainel 


HMhwvinmrude 


quiet outboard motors 








tn 





